
I really never understood how life can be so damning. 
How we as humans, can be so horrible to each other. Not 
having been around anyone in the military, I took it all for 
granted....until I worked at Luke Air Force base in Phoenix, 
AZ. My eyes were surely open then. I also came to grips 
with reality on 9/11, as did most of us. I had to face the 
actions of others head on...as I was at ground zero for 2 
weeks. Having sitting home that day, and watching the ter-
ror unfold before my eyes, as realizing that my life and the 
life of those I love and lost, would never be the same again. 
To sit there and face those facts were tough, but facing the 
fact that there are so many people that hate others, was 
paralyzing. Don’t we all have the same God but called by 
another name? My God certainly would not ask me to do 
such atrocities to others...why does theirs? 
While I was at the base, I met some of the greatest folks on 
the planet. Some of which are in the war zone as I write 
and as I worry and pray each day for their safe return. Until 
we all know someone that is working a job, that wasn’t 
totally in the fine print when they signed their name on 
that dotted line to enlist....you will never truly understand 
the hell that they face everyday, in order to free those over 
there that are stuck in hell. I will admit that there are times 
when I sit here and yell and God for placing them in harms 
way, but find myself yelling at God more, for 9/11 that en-
abled this war to begin.
For those of you who I will never meet and those of you 
who I have...my God be with you and watch your every 
move while you are fighting for the cause. I will see you 
when you return and hold you ALL...deep in my thoughts 
and prayers...
Be safe and remember..that you are loved!!!!
-Sabra D. in Lexington, N.C.

Thanks for what you are doing for our country.  Your ser-
vice is much appreciated.  Come home safe.
-Sally C. in Cary, N.C. 

Thank you for being there for us and doing a terrific job....
special people like yourself is what makes us feel so spe-
cial everyday by having the freedom that we share. Thank 
you!
-Cathy R. in West Melbourne, FL

Thanks to you I am living in a nation that believes in the 
value of human life, that gives opportunities for a million 
different ways to enjoy freedom. Thanks to you my grand-
children live where education is free and not just limited to 
the males. I appreciate that you are at times far from home 
and all that that means. I thank you for your service in the 
armed forces and all the sacrifices that go with that!
-Clara W. in Raleigh, N.C. 

I personally am so proud and feel so Blessed to have men 
and women who are brave enough to step up to protect 
our freedoms as our military does each day.  I know it is 
so hard but you are in our prayers each day.  We as citizens 
just take to much for granted each day. We all have all our 
freedoms to be thankful for.  Thank you again with all my 
heart!
-Katherine S. in Ayden, N.C. 

This country can never thank you enough for what you 
are doing to protect us and our freedoms.  We are eternally 
grateful for your sacrifice, and the sacrifice of your family.  
We pray for your safety and for the successful end to these 
wars.  Blessings and Peace!
-Richard & Ava Turner in Nebo, N.C.  (sardismouse@bell-
south.net)

Thanks so much for all the sacrifices you make to protect 
and defend this great country of ours in order that we 
may continue to enjoy the freedom that we have. I have 
had family and many friends serve in the military so I am 
extremely appreciative of what all of our armed forces 
endure to protect us.
-Sandy Autry in Lake Waccamaw, N.C.

On Memorial Day we honored family members who served 
in years gone by and were able to return to us.  We rejoiced 
for the one who came home from Iraq in recent months. 
We pray for your safe return and for your family as they 
wait to greet you with big hugs and lots of kisses. 
-Shirley B. in Boiling Springs, N.C. 

Thank you so much for your dedication and sacrifice every-
day.  Words cannot describe the gratitude that I feel and 
my family feels for everything that you do for us and our 
country.
-Sherry L. in Asheboro, N.C. 

Thanks, from one veteran to another.
-Scott S. in Franklinton, N.C.



I salute each of you with deepest gratitude for the sacrific-
es you are making at home and abroad to serve this won-
derful country and keep all of us safe and free.  We often 
see evidence of your service here in our communities.  My 
husband was rescued from his wrecked, overturned vehi-
cle by two Marines from Cherry Point, N.C..  How thankful 
we are to have these young men living in our community. 
God bless all of you and your families.
-Anonymous in Morehead City, N.C. 

You are not forgotten for we appreciate everything that 
you do for our country. Keep up the fight and come home 
soon soldier
-Scott R. in Southern Pines, N.C. 
 

Thanks for your service and sacrifice in defense of our 
freedoms, continuing to uphold the truths that make our 
country all that it is and will be because of your efforts.  All 
the best for a safe return home. Very best regards.
-The Ryan Family in Charlotte, N.C. 

God bless you for all you do to keep our country safe. My 
prayers are with you every day. I pray for your safety and 
your safe return home. ON.C.e again, I sincerely appreciate 
your sacrifice.
-Ray H. in Greensboro, N.C. 

N.C. has been my home from 83-1998, then 2003 and now 
I’ll be moving to Spokane, WA where I lived for a few years 
from 99-2003. We live in a beautiful country, and I’ve seen 
the Pacific and the Atlantic.  But to live here in freedom has 
been at the personal expense of dedicated warriors who 
defend that freedom with great sacrifice.  I keep our ser-
vice members in my thoughts and prayers, and I thank you 
personally for defending our freedom.  May God continue 
to protect you and keep you safe so that you may return to 
your home.  
-Carol G. in Spokane, WA 

The Finlay Family in Thomasville, N.C. would like to thank 
you for all your hard work and dedication.  My husband 
and I had the pleasure of visiting the American Cemetery 
in France last month and it touched our hearts forever! 

Every one of you makes a difference! We are grateful to you 
beyond words.  Be safe and may God Bless you and your 
families and friends.  Thanks again!
-Peg F. in Thomasville, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country! With out the 
brave men & women in the armed forces, our country 
would not be what it is today! I have several family mem-
bers overseas myself and pray everyday for their safe 
return. Thank you!!!!!
-Sarah in Pine Hall, N.C. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to express my gratitude 
for your service to our country. I know many of the things 
I take for granted would not be possible if people like you 
were not willing to be soldiers. I pray for your safety and 
for your safe return home. Take care, God bless & thank 
you!
-Suzie in Charlotte, N.C. 

Thank you so much for all that you give up for our country. 
-Sharon G. in N.C. 

Thank you, grazie, merci beaucoup,you are thought and 
prayed for, may you come home soon.
-Sharon M. in Corolla, N.C. 

Thank you for all you are doing for all of us here at home. 
May God bless each and every one of you.
-Susan H. in Archer Lodge, N.C. 

Thank you for all you do to keep us safe and for us to have 
the rights we take for granted! My Dad was a WWII veteran 
and my classmates were in Viet Nam. Now my daughter is a 
soldier and has served in Iraq and Korea. You are loved and 
admired for your dedication to our great country and it’s 
people. Thank you! God Bless You!
-Susan in N.C.

Thank you for being willing to  leave your family, friends, 
and home to go to a hostile environment to ensure my 
safety and the safety of those I love.  Although I have not 
served, 5 of my family members have been part of the Na-
val and Marine forces since the 1960’s.  I feel the upmost 
gratitude and respect for you and your fellow soldiers who 
sacrifice so much to keep our country’s freedoms intact.  I 
pray for you daily and wish you God speed until you return 
to American soil.
-Sherry O. in Durham, N.C. 



Both of my brothers were in the Army and a brother-in-law 
was in the Navy.  I hope & pray that you stay safe everyday.  
Living in the same county as Cherry Point, I know military 
presence is vital to the world.  Thank you.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you so much for going the distance to protect us 
and serve our country. The United States of America is the 
greatest country in the world and knowing you are there 
for us is comforting.
-Sherry T. in Sneads Ferry, N.C.

A big thank-you to all of the troops from an almost 70 year-
old woman!  Yesterday our community held a Memorial 
Day Service which honored the fallen from all of the wars, 
the flag, and the service of all current members of the 
armed forces and their families.  It was very moving for all 
of us.  We pray for your safety and well-being daily.
-Shirley M. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

I am so very proud of our soldiers,at home and abroad. You 
all are in my prayers daily. God Bless you all.
-Anonymous in N.C.

We thank you for all of your sacrifices that you are making 
to serve our Country.  I am the Mom of a serviceman, and I 
reach out to all of you there sending prayers for your safe 
return home. 
-Saundra H. in Lancaster, PA

It is with gratitude and appreciation that I express my 
deepest thanks to the men and women of our great nation 
for their service and sacrifices they have and are making 
in the defense of our nation.  I take pride in saying that I 
am an America!  God bless you all and protect each of you 
along with your families. 
-Jonathan S. in Salisbury, N.C. 

Sometimes simple words say it best. “Thank You” from the 
bottom of my heart for serving our country. 
-Susie P. in Deep Run, N.C. 

Here I sit, wondering how I am so lucky to be blessed 
by people like you who give your life to protecting this 

piece of heaven I enjoy daily. I pray that you find a piece 
of heaven wherever you are stationed and some peace to 
counter the intense situations that being military can put 
you in. Thank you for your patriotism and dedication to the 
USA and strangers like me, who find ourselves wanting to 
give you a great big hug and knowing even that and any 
words we can find in a dictionary still can’t express our 
appreciation.
-Evelyn W. in College Grove, TN

Thank you for serving so bravely and honorably and pro-
tecting our freedom! Those words don’t really express the 
pride I feel when I think of all our military.  You are in my 
prayers daily.  I pray for your safety and health as you con-
tinue to serve overseas.  I always pray that all of you will be 
home sooner than later! Again...thanks so much!
-Sharon I. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Thank you so much for all you are doing. I know some-
times you may think you have been forgotten but you 
haven’t. You are in my prayers and so is your family,i pray 
for God’s protection and know that you are prayed for 
daily.
-Susan J. in Mount Holly, NC

To whomever may read this, I hope this note finds you safe. 
Please know that your service to our country is so appreci-
ated that simply saying “thank you” seems insignificant. I 
made a pact with myself since September 11th...and that is 
to personally say thank you to every member of the armed 
forces I see, whenever I see them; to fly my flag proudly 
every single day of the year until you all come home safe; 
and to donate blood at the N.C. Armory where I know my 
blood will be sent directly to Iraq or Afghanistan. To each 
of you who have volunteered selflessly for our freedom, my 
heart is with you each and every day. Thank you.
-Jeannine Aull in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

You are an inspiration to us every day. We appreciate the 
sacrifices that you are making to keep the world a safer 
place.
-Anonymous in Durham, N.C. 

We are proud of those of you serve our country so well. If 
it were not for you, we would not enjoy the freedoms we 
now have. Thank you!!!
-Sandy G. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thanks for all you are doing in defense of freedom.  Your 
sacrifices and those of your family are deeply appreciated.
-Anonymous in N.C.



As I was watching a PBS special last night about Snipers 
and Sniper Training I was amazed at the training and cour-
age it takes to do this or any other job with the military.  
We at home cannot imagine what you and your families 
must endure to protect our freedoms.  Please know we 
care and think of you as you do this dangerous work.
-Sharon M. in Hickory, N.C. 

We are most appreciative of your efforts to protect our 
beautiful country. Be safe and return to all your loved ones 
soon.
-S. & B. Sneed in Durham, N.C. 

Our sincere appreciation goes out to you and all soldiers 
who are helping defend our country.
-Anonymous in North Carolina

Being the wife of a retired Marine, I know what it’s like to 
have your husband far away.  This thank you goes to all the 
military husbands and wives who endure so many long 
deployments away from their family.  They miss birthdays, 
graduations, births, anniversaries and just watching their 
kids grow up.  It takes a very special person to endure the 
time away from home.  The gratitude that I feel for all the 
soldiers out there is more than can ever be put into words.  
Just remember when you are feeling down and homesick 
and wondering why you are doing this, someone over here 
is thanking God that you are keeping us free and safe.  I 
am now the mother of a military child.  I am so very proud 
of her and proud of all those who serve; past, present and 
future.  When you see the flag of these United States of 
America flying, know that it is flying in your honor. 
-Debbie T. in Newport, N.C. 

I can’t thank you all enough for what you are doing for 
this country, knowing you could lose your life at any time.  
I just want to praise you for everything you have done, 
words just can’t express it!!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Being FREE does have a price. THANK YOU to all the men 
and women of our armed forces for what you do!!!! 
-Sonny D. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

My prayers are with all of our soldiers each day and want 
you to know how very much I appreciate the sacrifices 
you make each day for our freedom.  I’m so proud of our 
armed forces and I do realize the humanitarian efforts you 
achieve.
-Charlotte C. in Mobile, AL

Greetings  Warriors, A heartfelt thanks to each man & wom-
an serving our Great Nation in our Armed Forces.  Without 
your current efforts and the efforts of those before you, 
none of us Americans or illegals would enjoy the freedoms 
that we have today. God’s Speed in your Journey.
-Steven P. in Belews Creek, N.C. 

Your service to our country is greatly appreciated.  Our 
prayers are with you.  Thanks for all you do.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Being from a military family and living in a military town, 
my admiration for those who serve in any branch of the 
Armed Services or in the National Guard is equivalent to 
the most beautiful symbols of the United States of America:  
the American Flag, the Statue of Liberty. Thank you from my 
heart for your valor, honor, and service.  May God bless and 
keep you safe.
-Anonymous in Fayetteville, N.C.

Thank you.  We honor and support you.  We are grateful for 
your bravery and dedication.  We pray for you often. God 
Bless.
-Dennis & Sandra W. in Apex, N.C. 

Thank you to the outstanding Men and Women of our 
Armed Forces.  Your dedication to your work and your 
daily sacrifice are an important reminder that the price of 
freedom is certainly not free.  Thank you for making the 
world a safer place and for keeping the USA the best coun-
try on the planet.
-Shawn M. in Clayton, N.C. 

To all soldiers and their families-thank You! For you cour-
age, sacrifice and love of our country, it’s liberties, and it’s 
people. May the God of all Creation bless you, keep you 
safe, and be you and your families provision of all your 
needs. In Jesus name, amen.
-Teresa W. in Wake Forest, N.C. 

Just a big THANKS!!!!!!! God Bless!
-Anonymous in N.C.



Sometimes I think that we, as civilians, forget to personal-
ize your service to our country. I realize that you could be 
my brother or sister, or one of my children.... then every-
thing changes from just thanks to overwhelming grati-
tude.  I support you and our country and will lift you up 
in prayer as you continue to protect me, my family and my 
country.  Thank you so very much. 
-Beverly W. in Ramseur, N.C. 

There is not enough words available to express the grati-
tude we feel for all you do to protect us and our homeland.  
Thanks so much and may God bless you and your family.
-Linda in N.C.

“Thank you” is so inadequate in expressing my gratitude 
for the sacrifices you and your family  are making for me 
and all other American citizens. You have my eternal grati-
tude and prayers for your safety.
-Sandra T. in Brevard, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for your service to our country to 
keep us free. We so appreciate your giving of yourself. Our 
prayers are with you. God bless you all.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Just a note guys to say “thanks” for all you do and will 
continue to do. You don’t have to be a Veteran to love this 
great country of ours but it certainly doesn’t hurt espe-
cially if you are being placed in harms way somewhere in 
the World.  Thank you so much for your sacrifice and your 
dedication. Please stay safe and hurry home. It has been 41 
years since I was in the same position that you are in now 
so from one Vietnam Veteran to another Veteran, may God 
hold you in the palm of his hand and protect you forever.
-Don Stutts in Kernersville,N.C.  (stuttsdon@yahoo.com)

There aren’t enough words to tell you how proud we are 
of the work that you do for the United States of America.  
Please know that you are being prayed for and thought of 
on a daily basis.  May God bless each of you with peace and 
comfort until you can be reunited with your friends and 
family.
-Joy T. in Louisburg, N.C. 

Thank you for your brave service to keep our nation free.
-Sue P. in Kernersville, N.C. 

My dad is ex-military and I see in his eyes the emotion of 
loss, and love for our troops. This brings me to tears too.. 
I feel so blessed to know that we have such strong, intel-
ligent, America loving Men and Women who sacrifice all 
they are to keep us safe from harm and are not afraid to 
“give all” which happens everyday. My heart and prayers 
are with you all.
-Leigh H. in Clyde, N.C. 

This past weekend (May 30th) I had the awesome privilege 
to meet and shake the hand of a Veteran who had stopped 
for directions at the same gas station in Eagle Rock, Vir-
ginia.  Apparently, they were having the traveling Vietnam 
wall as part of their Memorial Day celebration, and he had 
come, dressed in uniform, to acknowledge his brother’s 
name who had died in Vietnam.  I was struck I think for the 
first time, by the tears in his eyes,of how personal war is to 
those who’ve lost loved ones fighting for our freedom.  I’d 
like to thank you for all you do for our country in defend-
ing our freedom as US citizens.  We have taken what you 
do and who you are for granted long enough.  I will never 
forget the look in that Vet’s eyes, and the personal cost it 
must have been to him, or the flags that lined the streets 
of all the small towns we rode motorcycles through from 
Beckley, West Va. through Roanoke, Va., and meeting the 
coal miner’s and seeing the cemetery in Beckley where 
their most recent casualties were laid to rest.  It all struck 
me as surreal and definitely a pivotal moment in my life of 
how precious life is and how thankful I should be that you 
are there in harm’s way, so that I can be here and have the 
freedom to live and ride motorcycles with my friends on 
the Parkway and meet “real people” at places like Tuggles 
Gap and Floyd, Va.  I will never be too busy again, to thank 
a Veteran or an active Soldier for what I have.  I now have a 
new respect for those airmen from Seymour Johnson AFB 
in Goldsboro, N.C., near my home and work.  Thank you all 
for your sacrifice.  May God richly bless you in all that you 
do. 
-Anonymous in N.C. 

Just a note to say thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your selfless sacrifice to keep this country safe for my 2 
year old little girl.  Thanks to you, I don’t have to worry that 
the car next to us will explode or that she will face death 
every time we walk out our door.  We are praying for you 
and hope you remain safe. 
-Tracy B. in Thomasville, NC  



Words cannot thank you enough for your service to our 
country and for the sacrifices you are making to keep our 
nation free. My husband is a Viet Nam veteran and I spend 
most of my time working with community organizations 
to encourage them to provide support services to our 
geographically remote Reserve Component members and 
their families. We also spend part of our time in the DC 
area and were here for Memorial Day. It was wonderful to 
see all of the flags flying in my neighborhood and to hear 
the many wonderful speeches filled with gratitude for the 
work you are doing. I hope you got to hear some of them. 
My husband and wish you Godspeed, a successful tour, and 
a safe return home. Blessings to you and your family.
-Susan K. in Kernersville, N.C. 

Thanks for your service in these difficult times. With luck, 
you will be home soon.
-Sharon V. in Winston-Salem, N.C.

Thank you seems so little to say for what you do. You and 
your day. A loved ones back here are in my prayers as you 
protect us.
-Sandy Watkins in Zebulon, N.C. 

“And I’m proud to be an American, where at least I know 
I’m free...”  ALL BECAUSE OF YOU!! With immense grati-
tude.
-Sybil N. in Franklin, VA

Many thanks for all you are doing to promote peace around 
the world.  No matter what your assigned work is, it is im-
portant to your American patriots.  May God bless you and 
grant you a safe and blessed day. A 76 Year old lady.
-Sylvia W. in Wake Forest, N.C. 

As a veteran of the US Army, let me add my note of thanks 
to all the men and women of our Armed Forces serving 
gallantly wherever you are.  Thank you for all that you are 
doing to keep our great country free and strong.  Thank 
you for insuring all the freedoms we here in the US enjoy.  
I will be doing all I can to educate the young people in my 
area to the importance of what all of you are doing for us.  
Again thank you and God bless and keep you.
-Bill H. in Pigeon Forge, TN

Please know that your service is of the utmost importance 
to us. We deeply appreciate your service. God be with you.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Dear Soldier,  Thank you so much for your service and 
your sacrifice.  This thanks also extends to your family as 
well.  As a veteran I also served during wartime.  I know 
the news doesn’t always paint a pretty picture but I know 
the stories that go on behind the lines.  You dedication and 
your courage is humbling and is noticed and appreciated.  
This week we buried a soldier here-so it’s with a proud and 
warm heart I give you a humble thanks for you and your 
family’s sacrifice.  I appreciate you so much!!!  God Bless 
You and keep you and your fellow soldier safe and soon 
back in the arms of your loved ones. 
-Tommy T. in Kannapolis, N.C. 

For all you do, God bless you and bring you safely home to 
your family.  We love and appreciate you for what you have 
given us - another day of freedom!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for your service to our country.  The sacrifices 
you make are innumerable and we greatly appreciate you.  
-Tammie S. in Fuquay-Varina, N.C. 

To each and everyone of you who are serving your country, 
may God bless you and your families and the country for 
who you so unselfishly serve.  True Americans are proud of 
you and thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your 
difficult but very important job.  Never doubt that your 
works is not appreciated more than words can say.  Thank 
you for helping to keep America the home of the free and 
brave!
-Anonymous in Hickory, N.C. 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to you as your serve this great 
nation so selflessly.
-Toby & Richard Sink in Clemmons, N.C. 

A special message from a TAR HEEL who has been in 
California many years. My husband was in the Navy, and we 
were stationed in Saudi Arabia. Always keep good thoughts 
as those back home, remember you. We know it is not easy 
to be far from home and family. Take special care of your-
self.   Shalom.
-Gayle G. in Pleasant Hill, CA

Thanks for your dedication and all you are doing for our 
country!
-Anonymous in N.C.



I appreciate you and your generous act of heroism, for 
each of us, that make up this great AMERICA. I also appreci-
ate your families, that wait patiently, for your safe return. 
May God Bless and keep you.
-Christy I. in Pawleys Island, SC

Thank you for serving our country.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Many thanks to Captain John Francis who just completed 
his second deployment in Iraq.  Much appreciation from a 
fellow veteran and a grateful nation for your part in keep-
ing the USA free!!!
-Ted B. in Raleigh, N.C.

Words cannot express the gratitude that every free indi-
vidual owes to a soldier.  I feel helpless right now trying to 
put into words how grateful I feel for your dedication and 
self-less sacrifice.  It really amazes me when I stop to think 
that I would not have the freedoms that I do if it were not 
for people willing to serve and give their lives to protect 
that freedom.  It truly astounds me!  So, please know how 
grateful I am every day for each of you.  You can rest as-
sured that I am positive that we, as a FREE country, do not 
honor our service members like we should or sing your 
praises enough!  I can only imagine where our country 
would be without you and I thank God for each and every 
one of you and I pray that He keeps you safe until your 
days serving our great nation are done!
-Teri C. in Burgaw, N.C.

Dear Soldiers/Airmen/Marines/Sailors: May God keep you 
safe from harm. May you return home safe and sound to 
your loved ones. I also hope your loved ones have the sup-
port and care they will need while you are in harm’s way.  
God Bless You.
-Teri F. in Willow Spring, N.C. 

Each day I think about the freedom I enjoy as a United 
States citizen and remember that others are deployed 
around the world defending my country and theirs. Thank 
you and come home safely.
-Gayle F. in Oak Island, N.C. 

I’m an old Air Force man and I thank all of you for your 
service to our country.
-Terry F. in Oak Island, N.C. 

Your service to our country is admirable.  There are no 
words grand enough to convey our appreciation for your 
dedication.
-Gail W. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Thank you for protecting our country. Thank you for risk-
ing your lives for us.
-Kolby, 3rd Grade, Chatham, N.C.

I would like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU 
for your continued service and dedication for our great 
country. May God protect you and give you strength as you 
serve. 
-Althea H. in Harmony, N.C.  

& pray that your deployment will be SAFE and successful. 
You have our gratitude and TOTAL support.
-Jeris H. in Supply, N.C. 

Being a Navy veteran, I really appreciate all you men and 
women are doing to preserve freedom for our country. I 
wish you all good luck and God speed.
-Thomas Edgerton, CAPT SC USNR-RET, in Wallace, N.C.

God bless each and every one of you for what you do for 
our country.  Everyone I respect feels the same way about 
what you do.
-Tommy & Julie Ann H. in Southport, N.C. 

Hi,May God bless you and keep you safe and bring you 
back to your family. Thank you for your willingness to serve 
wherever called. You are in our prayers.
-Tracey in N.C.

As we prepared for Memorial Day this year, I was especially 
touched when I thought of all the brave young men and 
women who have given the ultimate sacrifice for every 
freedom we have in this wonderful USA.  I am also deeply 
proud of each of you who serve your country every single 
day in such a gallant heroic way.  I know the thank yous 
come few and far between often times but please know 
from the bottom of my heart that I thank you and pray that 
God will keep you safe and bring you home safe to your 
loved ones.
-Teresa H. in Mt. Pleasant, SC



God Bless you! Thank you for all that you do! 
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for all you do and the sacrifices you make so 
that we may feel safe in our homes and in our country and 
so that we can have all the freedoms we have.
-Tim H. in Newton, N.C. 

As a Marine Brat and once in the Air Force, I want you to 
know that I support each and every one of you in your 
service to our country. You are my heroes....and a great role 
model. Thank You.
-Nelson G. in Mount Joy, PA

Thank for your service. May God bless.  I spent 10 years in 
the navy.
-Anonymous in Ohio

I was in the Navy in late 60’s and early 70’s but was never 
in combat, so I don’t know first hand what you are going 
thru each day. You are in my prayers for protection while 
you are in danger and to bring you back home safely to 
your loved ones. What you do daily is very much appreci-
ate. Thanks for all you do to keep America free!!!!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Dear Soldier - Thank you so much for your contribution to 
our country.  You keep me and my entire family safe from 
so many terrors; ones that I cannot even imagine.  I can 
never thank you enough for your service.  But I can pray 
that God will bless you richly with countless blessings for 
doing his will.  You will never be forgotten for your service.  
You are in my thoughts and prayers.  
-Tammy Boehme in Kinston, N.C.

I just wanted to thank all of you for your sacrifices and the 
great job that you are doing. Keep up the good work and 
remember that you are in my thoughts and prayers. 
-Timothy L. Johnson, USMC Veteran, in Greensboro, N.C. 

My Granddaughter just joined. She left last Monday, Me-
morial Day. No WARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR! A grieving 
Mother who has lost her only child and now War is getting 
my Granddaughter. Bring them HOME!
-Theresa P. in Midfield, AL

Thanks for all you do.  You are not forgotten.’
-Anonymous in N.C.

As the mom of a national guard soldier, who has recently 
returned home from Iraq after a 10 month deployment, I 
would just like to say how much your service is appreci-
ated.  I know how difficult it is for you and also for your 
families and loved ones.  Please know that you are in my 
prayers for a safe return home.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Our family and friends here in N.C. are proud of you and 
your desire to serve our country. It has got be so very hard 
to be away from your loved ones back at home, but always 
know each and everyone of you are in our thoughts and 
prayers. May God bless and keep you safe from harm.
-Carol D. in Denver, N.C. 

Your dedication is greatly appreciated.  On this Memorial 
Day, we paused to take time to reflect on what you have 
sacrificed to allow us to live free. Thank you for all you do.  
You are in our prayers daily.
-Tony T. in Dunn, N.C. 

I have a special place in my heart for the 82nd Airborne, as 
my Dad was in the 82nd throughout WWII. I’ve been to All 
American Week many times, brought my wife & kids, and 
since I moved to N.C. from Pennsylvania, I make the trip 
to Ft. Bragg a few times a year. I am so proud of all of you. 
I swell up with pride when I pull onto the base & see you 
ladies & gents going about your business on base. I espe-
cially feel for you that are stationed overseas, as I know 
how it feels to be away from loved ones. Thank you for all 
that you do. The fact that I can use the internet anytime I 
want, I have the freedom to walk down the street, drive 
anywhere in the U.S., & just enjoy life is all because of the 
job you all do to keep us free. I’m 58 years old & I’d join 
you in a heartbeat. Hang in there & never lose your pride 
in the Airborne & the U.S.! 
-Thom S. in Hertford, N.C. 

To the Bravest of the Brave, a soldier of the United States 
Armed Forces.  A simple thank you just doesn’t seem like 
enough, so I will thank your proud parents who have 
raised such courageous men and women.  Men and women 
that continue to put their great country and countrymen 
first.  I know that my family, my friends and my country; 
the great United States of America; is safe from harms way 
because of each of you.  God Bless you and God Bless the 
USA!   
-Patricia D. in Havelock, N.C.     

This is great. We need to do all we can to lift the spirits of 
our troops and keep them in our prayers.
-Anonymous in N.C.



Thank you for all you do in your service to our country, 
keeping us safe and protecting our freedoms. My son is a 
soldier stationed in Germany. I loved seeing the pictures 
of Ft. Bragg in Our State magazine and bought him a copy. 
Take care.
-Trish P. in Cary, N.C. 

God Be With Each of You and my thoughts and prays are 
with you.
-Trudy in N.C.

We send our thanks and prayers for your safe return to 
your family and loved ones. Your bravery and courage will 
always be thought of. Being part of the military family also 
we will always support you.
-Dwight & Gale T. in Havelock, N.C. 

Thanks for all you do. I am a Marine grandma,but I still love 
our Fort Bragg boys. Keep safe.
-Eva N. in Burlington, N.C. 

Thanks for your protection for us and your sacrifice for our 
freedom. You will never be forgotten!
-Ulrich M. in Newport, N.C.

I just want to say thank you for what you are doing for 
our country. I go about my daily life and take it for granted 
while you are fighting in a dangerous war. I watch on the 
news every night about what is going on in this world and 
I sometimes don’t understand why we are fighting the 
fight. You are in harms way everyday, all day, and I hope 
that you stay safe and can come home to your loved ones. 
My family lost my nephew, who was in the Army, unex-
pectedly two years ago and we feel the pain every day. We 
thought it could never happen to us, but it did. Please keep 
safe and come home to your loved ones. Thank you for all 
you do.
-Sue W. in Roanoke Rapids, N.C.

We want to thank you for giving yourself for us. We are 
behind you 100%. We love our soldiers.
-Tony & Valorie H. in Robbins, N.C. 

Thank you all for your service to our United States of 
America. Be proud, stay safe and love the freedom of our 
country.
-Ann V. in King, N.C. 

A mere “THANK YOU” seems so inadequate. We want you 
and all others who are serving to know that you’re con-
stantly in our thoughts and prayers. My father was career 
Army, WWII and Viet Nam, then State Dept. in Africa for 
eight years. My heart goes out to you and your families. 
Come home safe, soon. 
-Vangie C. Rich in Highlands, N.C. 

I just wanted all our service men and women to know of 
how proud I am of  y’all. My prayers are with y’all everyday. 
God Bless you and your families. God Bless America.
-Anthony V. in Bailey, N.C. 

I want to say how proud I am of my boys Michael Kriven-
sky and Matt Krivensky for serving our country.  thank you 
boys, love you, Mom.
-Valerie F. in Apex, N.C. 

I just returned from a trip to Hawaii.  We spent much of the 
time at Pearl Harbor and the punchbowl.  I have been so 
touched by this.  Each and every man or woman who has 
served or is serving is owed a debt of thanks and gratitude 
from all Americans.  To those who’s lives were given, may 
God grant you rest and the peace you deserve. 
-Vickie G. in High Point, N.C

Dear Soldier, Thank you for all you do to keep Americans 
and others safe.  My father was a Korean war veteran and 
when I took him to Washington, DC to see the memorial I 
was so moved to realize that “freedom is not free.”  Thank 
you again for your service to the United States of Ameri-
ca.  Please know we are praying for you daily. God bless 
America and our soldiers.
-D. Hodge in N.C.

Thanks to the men and women who work so hard for us 
to have our freedom! Your dedication and commitment 
humbles us, we are proud of you and pray for your safety!
-Vicky & Gene O. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

Thank You.  Bet you hear that all of the time, but how bette 
to say it.  Thank you for all the nights you were awake 
while I slept peacefully in my bed.  Thank you for all those 
days you were hot, dirty (no way for a good hot shower) 
and slept on the ground but I was cool, had hot showers 
and great food.  The life of a soldier is most of the time a 
life of discomfort but you keep at it and for that I do really 
appreciate you and your family.  You are in my prayers and 
your family is also. Thank You. God bless you and keep you 
eternally safe.
-Anonymous in N.C.



What can one say to one who is giving so much.........
Thank you!  You are not forgotten, but indeed are thought 
about daily.  Please take care and know that you are ap-
preciated!
-Vickie K. in Statesville, N.C. 

God bless you for all you do for our freedom.
-V. Livingston in Hickory, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country & the cause of 
freedom around the world. My prayer is that you will be 
both brave & safe in this dangerous & uncertain world.
-George W. in Waxhaw, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our wonderful country! We 
pray God keep you all safe.  God bless you and your fami-
lies and friends! 
-Wanda B. in Hampstead, N.C.  

Thank you for the sacrifice that you give every day. It 
means a lot to me to be able to go to sleep at night and 
know someone is watching over our country; God and the 
service men and women serving our country.  My prayer 
is that God give your courage and peace and most of all 
safety.  
-Wanda L. in Fairview, N.C. 

A million thank yous to you for all that you do for our 
country.  Please know that you are appreciated, thought 
about, and prayed for.  Every single day.
-Anonymous in N.C.

I think of you every single day, and I pray for you and your 
families.  Your efforts are deeply appreciated, and your 
sacrifices are felt here at home.
-Wanda in Charlotte, N.C.

I’m 88 years old and have lived through many wars, hoping 
each one would be the last.  No one ever really “ wins”. 
Still, there will always be a need for servicemen (and 
women) and I commend  all of you for “stepping up “ at a 
time when your country needs you. God bless you.
-Marion D. in Asheville, N.C. 

Thanks so much for your service to our country to keep us 
safe and free.
-Dale in N.C.

Thank you for serving our country.  Your sacrifices are 
greatly appreciated.  May God bless you and keep you 
always safe.
-Wendy W. in Hillsborough, N.C. 

Dear Soldiers, thank you for providing my family with a 
safe place to lay our heads at night.  We thank you for what 
you have given up to protect us. May God keep you strong, 
keep you focused and bring you home safely. 
-Wendy Marion in Lexington, N.C. 

Thank you for all you have done for our country.  You will 
never know the appreciation that is felt towards you and 
all that you do.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thanks for all you do for our country and freedom.  We are 
a retired military family and understand what you are go-
ing through and appreciate your sacrifices.  We know how 
hard it is to be away from family, for you and your loved 
ones.  We are grateful that you have chosen this as a career, 
and we wish you well.  
-Angela W. in Hubert, N.C. 

Thank you so much for you defending America. May Angels 
watch over you.
-Sheila L. in Wilson, N.C. 

To the men and women in our armed services, THANK 
YOU!! You defend our freedom in America, the greatest 
nation of the world.  Your courage and sacrifice are ap-
preciated.  You and your families are in our prayers. Again, 
THANK YOU.
-Sandy W. in Monroe, N.C. 
Thank you so much to the guys and gals that protect our 
country so we can live free.  For those of you that are out 
of the country I hope you have a safe journey and that you 
get to come home soon!!!!
-Wendy K. in East Flat Rock, N.C. 

Thank you for all you do. Your country greatly appreciates 
your sacrifice. May God protect you & help you in your 
mission
-Bill in Charlotte, N.C.

Thank You! =)
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you so much for your great sacrifice.  I appreciate 
you so much.  
-Priscilla Wood in Elkin, N.C.



Thank you to every person that has a part in fighting for 
our country. Thanks to the families that are left behind.  A 
big THANK YOU.
-Wanda P. in Selma, N.C. 

Dear Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine, Coastie - your coun-
try is in your debt. You have voluntarily left the relative 
comfort of civilian life to bear arms and be in harms way to 
serve where you are ordered. Remember the stalwart war-
riors who have been in your shoes years before. Our proud 
country owes everything to you. May God’s peace descend 
upon you and your waiting families stateside. Remember 
time passes and you will again be home emptying the gar-
bage and putting out the cat. 
-W. R. Schmits, MD CAPT MC USNR (ret) in Mt. Olive, N.C.

Dear Brave Friend,There are no words to let you know 
just how grateful I am for your service. Knowing that you 
are where you are because you have chosen to serve is 
overwhelming. My thoughts and prayers are with you, your 
fellow service members, and your family as you face each 
new day with the commitment to keep America free. May 
God bless you richly.
-Ellen Gould in Oxford, N.C. 

To all my brothers/sisters out there, and to their families 
that sacrifice too - Whoa! God Bless You and Thank You.
-Walter H. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Many thanks for what you do for the American people.  
May a guardian angel be on your shoulders each and every 
hour of the day. Appreciation to you and your families 
home waiting on your safe return.
-Polly W. in Roseboro, N.C. 

I sincerely thank all of our military serving in N.C. and 
around the world for their unselfish service to our country. 
They volunteer to serve and fight for all of us so we can 
enjoy the freedoms we should never take for granted. No 
greater love a man could have that he would lay down his 
life for his fellow countryman. We must never forget and 
we must honor our heroes at ever opportunity.
-David L. May Jr. (father of a three-time combat veteran that 
is stationed with his family at Ft. Bragg N.C.) in King, N.C. 

Landed on the beach of Normandy many years ago. Thank 
you, thank you for continuing to keep our country free and 
strong   
-Bim S. in Elkin, N.C. 

I commend you and admire you!
-Grisell L. in Chicago, IL

Words can not possibly express my family’s heartfelt 
thanks to all the soldiers serving overseas.  Not only do you 
put your life in danger daily but you are separated from 
your families for months at a time.  Please know that we do 
think about all that you are going through, we appreciate 
your sacrifice, and we are praying for you.  God Bless You! 
Matthew 5:16.
-Debbie J. in Hendersonville, N.C. 

Dear Serviceman or Servicewoman, I want to thank you 
personally for your service to our country and for the per-
sonal sacrifices I know this entails. Being separated from 
family, financial challenges, a thousand discomforts and 
inconveniences and ambivalence about whether anyone 
really cares are added to the actual danger of injury or 
even loss of life implicit in your service to each and every 
one of us. Unfortunately, there are those who don’t care or 
don’t take time to think about it, but we want you to know 
that there are many more of us who DO care, who think 
about you often, who offer up their prayers on your behalf 
and who do appreciate you more than you will ever know. 
Thank you for helping to keep us all safe and for helping 
battle the forces of hatred and intolerance.
-Bob Garner in Burlington, N.C.

Thank you for all that you do for your country!
-Franklyn Millman, M.D. Associate Professor Internal 
Medicine,Wake Forest University School of Medicine in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Hello from Edgecombe County! All the Veterans here in 
Edgecombe County wish you well and want you to know 
that we remember you every day as we work at our Mu-
seum. A lot of us here have special knowledge of what it 
means to serve and know that some times it is difficult. We 
all laugh about the good times and tell the stories of the 
years in the service. We don’t all fit in our uniform and we 
are not as sharp as we were, but we do think about you 
and are proud when we see you.
-The Edgecombe County Veterans Military Museum  www.
edgecombevet.com


