
checklist
We’ve taken the list of 100 North Carolina icons and turned it into the definitive 

North Carolina to-do list! Download, print, and check off all that you’ve experienced.

1. ��
Blue Ridge Parkway 
Travel any one of the Parkway’s 

252 North Carolina miles and you’re 
guaranteed a beautiful drive.

2. ��
Cape Hatteras Lighthouse 
It’s the tallest lighthouse in the 

United States, and the real view comes 
after climbing the 256 steps to the top.

3. ��
Cheerwine 
Fill a glass with ice. Pop open a 

Cheerwine. Pour. Simple as that.

4. ��
Mast General Store 
Experience old-fashioned 

shopping at stores in  Asheville, Boone, 
Hendersonville, Valle Crucis and 
Waynesville.

5. ��
Cape Fear River 
With 202 miles of river to enjoy, 

there’s plenty of room for kayaking, 
canoeing, fishing, or birding. 

6. ��
Appalachian Trail 
Take a hike. It doesn’t have to be a 

long one to enjoy the beauty of the AT.

7. ��
Grandfather Mountain 
Experience the view from the 

Mile-High Swinging Bridge. Oh, and 
while you’re there, you can also check off 
number 55 on this list. 

8. ��
Interstate 40 
Pick an on-ramp, any on-ramp, 

and drive. 

9. ��
Loggerhead Sea Turtles 
Turtles nest on our Carolina 

beaches from May to August, with eggs 
hatching between July and October.  On 
the coast during that time? Keep an eye 
out for activity and avoid disturbing the 
nests.

10. ��
Biltmore House 
Visiting Biltmore in the 

spring? Enjoy the flowers. Summer? 
A concert on the lawn. Fall? Foliage. 
Winter? Christmas. Every season at 
Biltmore is spectacular.

11. ��
Fontana Dam 
Learn more about how this 

480-foot-high dam was constructed 
during a stop at the Fontana Dam 
visitors center.

12. ��
Thomas Wolfe 
Make a visit to Thomas Wolfe’s 

home in Asheville.

13. ��
Wright Brothers 
Stand at the base of the Wright 

Brothers Memorial in Kitty Hawk, right 
where it all began.

14. ��
Pinehurst No. 2 
Start planning now. The 2014 

U.S. Open and U.S. Women’s Open will be 
played at Pinehurst No. 2.

15. ��
Charles Kuralt 
Pick up a copy of Kuralt’s book 

North Carolina is My Home. 

16. ��
Moravian Cookies 
Pick up a few on your next visit 

to Icon No. 88.

17. ��
Tweetsie Railroad 
See some of the state’s most 

rugged terrain during a ride on 
Tweetsie, located between Boone and 
Blowing Rock. 

18.��  Linn Cove Viaduct 
A scenic drive unlike any other, 

connecting Icon No. 1 and Icon No. 7 on 
this list. 

19.��  Belk 
The first Belk store opened in 

Monroe. Today, many North Carolina 
cities are home to this staple in shopping.

20.��  Daniel Boone 
Learn more about Daniel 

Boone and the American Revolution at 
a performance of Horn In the West, an 
outdoor drama in Boone.

21.��  Pepsi 
See how it all began with a 

visit to the Pepsi Store in the heart of 
New Bern. 

22.��  Blackbeard 
See artifacts and learn the 

legend in the exhibit “Blackbeard’s Queen 
Anne’s Revenge” at the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum in Beaufort.

23.��  Seagrove Pottery 
Some of North Carolina’s most 

authentic artwork comes from the more 
than 100 potters at work in the Seagrove 
area. 

24.��  Mount Olive Pickles 
Need a pickle fix? Visit 

mtolivepickles.com and use their 
GPS — Global Pickle Search — to find 
Mount Olive Pickles near you.

25.��  Uwharries 
Explore the Uwharries with a 

visit to Morrow Mountain State Park.  

26.��  Tobacco Barns 
With the addition of beautiful 

painted quilt squares, many tobacco 
barns have become stops on the state’s 
quilt trails.  Google to find a trail near 
you.

27.��  Shagging 
Beach music? Check. 

Delightful dance partner? Check. Turn 
up the tunes and start dancing. Shoes 
and sand are optional. 

28.��  Muscadine Wine 
Pick up a bottle of fine, fine 

North Carolina muscadine wine.

29.��  Carolina Style 
Find your favorite mom and 

pop hamburger joint. Order one up with 
mustard, slaw, chili, and onions. Grab a 
napkin and enjoy.

30.��  Battleship North Carolina 
Wander the decks, see the 

crew quarters, and learn about life on the 
ship with a visit to the Battleship N.C. in 
Wilmington. 
 



31.��  Sandhills 
Southern Pines is the horse 

capital of N.C., Pinehurst is the golf 
capital, and Candor is the peach capital. 

32.��  Norfolk Southern Railway 
Collections of steam 

locomotives and diesel locomotives 
are on display at the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer.

33.��  Neese’s Sausage 
Pull out that cast iron skillet 

and cook a little Neese’s sausage for 
breakfast.

34.��  Krispy Kreme 
These donuts are best enjoyed 

under the red glow of the “Hot Donuts 
Now” sign.

35.��  Intracoastal Waterway 
If you’ve traveled to any one 

of our number 37 icons, you’ve likely 
crossed the Intracoastal Waterway.

36.��  Asheville 
A different kind of place. 

Unless you’re a little different yourself. 
Make a visit and see.

37.��  Barrier Islands 
One visit to our beloved 

Outer Banks and you can check this off 
your list.

38.��  Live Oaks 
Airlie Gardens in Wilmington 

is home to the largest live oak in the state. 
Live oaks can also be viewed at Orton 
Plantation and in Southport, Ocracoke, 
Beaufort, and Fort Raleigh National 
Historical Site.

39.��  Hanes 
You might be wearing this icon 

right now. Check the tag and see.

40.��   N.C. Zoo 
In one visit to the North 

Carolina Zoo, you can wander Africa 
and North America.

41.��  Lake Mattamuskeet 
The largest natural lake in 

N.C., spanning 30,000 acres. 

42.��  Mt. Mitchell 
Runners run up it. Cyclists 

bike up it. For the rest of us, a car ride to 
the top will do just fine, thank you.

43.��  The Presidents 
Andrew Jackson, James K. 

Polk, and Andrew Johnson were all 
born here — in Waxhaw, Pineville, and 
Raleigh, respectively.

44.��  Bull Durham 
If you’ve seen the movie, it’s 

likely you can quote it. If you haven’t 
seen it, you should. 

45.��  Andy Griffith 
Mayberry lives on in early 

evening and late night reruns of the 
Andy Griffith Show.

46.��  Richard Petty 
Want to see that 43 car up 

close? You can at the Richard Petty 
Museum in Randleman.

47.��  Furniture 
Travel to Thomasville and take 

a photo of “The World’s Largest Chair,” 
celebrating North Carolina’s furniture 
industry.

48.��  Wachovia 
Make a visit to Bethabara 

Park in Winston Salem, the site of the 
first Moravian settlement Wachovia.

49.��  Billy Graham 
The Billy Graham Library in 

Charlotte sits not far from where this 
influential North Carolinian was raised. 

50.��  Wild Horses 
In Corolla and Shackleford 

Banks, you can see North Carolina’s 
most famous horses. But, while you’re 
there, please don’t feed the animals.

51.��  Doc Watson 
At least once, make a visit to 

MerleFest, the four-day music festival in 
Wilkesboro started by Doc more than 25 
years ago in memory of his son, Merle.

52.��  Waterfalls 
The North Carolina 

mountains are full of beautiful falls. 
With one visit to Transylvania County, 
you can find 250 of them.

53.��  Jockey’s Ridge 
Ecologically speaking: the 

tallest active sand dune system on the 
East Coast. Want to be a daredevil? Try 
hang-gliding. Rather keep your feet in 
the sand? Fly a kite.

54.��  Calabash Seafood 
Just inside the state line, 

the Seafood Capital of the World is 
right here in N.C. The town’s name lent 
itself to an iconic way of preparing 
seafood — breaded and fried, and 
delightful!

55.��  Black Bears 
Visit the black bears on your 

next trip to number 7 on this list.

56.��  John Coltrane 
Stand at the feet of one of the 

greatest jazz saxophonists of all time, 
at the corner of Commerce Avenue and 
Hamilton Street in High Point, where 
you’ll find an eight-foot tall bronze statue 
of Coltrane. 
 

57.��  “Carolina in My Mind” 
You’ve probably already got 

this on your iPod. Hit play and sing 
along to North Carolina’s unofficial 
anthem.

58.��  Dean Smith 
Visit the Carolina Basketball 

Museum, where exhibits pay homage to 
Smith and other iconic coaches, players 
and moments in Tar Heel basketball.

59.��  N.C. Museum of Art 
The N.C. Museum of Art was 

the first art museum in the country 
started with state funds. Today, it is 
home to an extensive collection of 
Rodin sculpture.

60.��  Pilot Mountain 
Pilot Mountain became North 

Carolina’s 14th state park in 1968. Head 
out and enjoy a hike.

61.��  Fraser Firs 
Make this the year you 

cut your own Christmas tree. Visit 
ncchristmastrees.com to search for 
farms around the state.

62.��  N.C. State Fair 
In October, make your way to 

the State Fair Grounds in Raleigh. And 
while you’re there, try the corn on a stick. 

63.��  Earl Scruggs 
Just one listen to “Foggy 

Mountain Breakdown” and you’ll know 
that Earl Scruggs was unlike any other.

64.��   Research Triangle Park 
Icon No. 8 will take you right by 

this center of research and industry.

65.��  82nd Airborne 
Learn more about the airborne 

forces from 1940 until the present day 
at the 82nd Airborne Museum in 
Fort Bragg.

66.��  ACC Basketball 
Which ACC team do you root 

for during basketball season? Make a 
visit to the ACC Hall of Champions in 
Greensboro for ACC history and more. 

67.��  Barbecue 
We won’t tell you which you 

should try, just find a favorite and enjoy 
it — a lot!

68.��  Cherokee Indians 
Learn more about the story 

of the Cherokee people with a visit to 
Cherokee.

69.��  Azaleas 
If enjoying azaleas in your 

own front yard isn’t possible, make a trip 
the North Carolina Azalea Festival in 
Wilmington.

70.��  Moonshine 
You’re on your own on this one. 



71.��  Graveyard of the Atlantic 
For the adventurous, there’s 

always scuba diving. For everyone else, 
you can learn more at the Graveyard 
of the Atlantic Museum in Hatteras 
Village.

72.��   The Kennedy Rocker 
JFK’s favorite chair came from 

P&P Chair Company in Asheboro. Want 
to see it?  Visit Kennedy Library and 
Museum in Boston, where the original 
Oval Office rocker is on permanent 
display.

73.��   Red Clay 
May be right beneath your feet. 

Pick it up and you’ll see, there’s no other 
soil quite like it.

74.��   Texas Pete 
Add a dash to whatever you’re 

eating tonight. 

75.��   The Sounds 
Albemarle, Pamlico, Core, 

Bogue, and Back Sounds are the points 
along our shores where fresh water meets 
salt water.

76.��   Brown Mountain Lights 
Your best chance at catching 

the Brown Mountain Lights is Milepost 
310 along the Blue Ridge Parkway, at 
the Brown Mountain Overlook along 
Highway 181, or from the top of 
Table Rock.

77.��   Dale Earnhardt 
Make a visit to Dale Earnhardt, 

Inc. in Mooresville, where you’ll find 
all seven of Earnhardt’s championship 
trophies and other memorabilia on 
display.

78.��   Venus Flytrap 
While you may have one or two 

of these in captivity, the only place where 
the plant grows natively is within a 60-
mile radius of Wilmington.

79.��   Bob Timberlake 
Enjoy a stop at the Bob 

Timberlake Gallery in Lexington or in 
Blowing Rock. 

80.��   Great Dismal Swamp 
Birds don’t find the swamp 

dismal at all. More than 200 species of 
birds can be spotted there during the 
year. Grab your binoculars and go.

81.��   Dolley Madison 
Learn more about the Guilford 

County native who became first lady at 
the Greensboro Historical Museum.

82.��   The Outer Banks 
All around the country, we find 

stickers on cars leading us right back 
here. What’s your favorite spot on the 
OBX?

83.��   Sweet Tea 
No need to travel at all! Enjoy a 

glass on your own front porch.

84.��   The Greensboro Four 
At the International Civil 

Rights Museum in Greensboro, you can 
see the original lunch counter and stools 
where The Greensboro Four began their 
protest on February 1, 1960.

85.��  Yadkin Valley Wine 
Enjoy a wide selection of wines 

including Chardonnay, Merlot, Syrah, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, and Zinfandel, 
made at the more than 30 wineries in the 
Yadkin Valley region.

86.��  Dogwoods 
Celebrate our state tree at 

yearly Dogwood Festivals around the 
state.

87.��  Flat Rock Playhouse 
Enjoy a performance at the 

State Theatre of North Carolina. 

88.��  Old Salem 
Experience life in an 18th- and 

19th-century Moravian settlement with 
a visit to Old Salem in Winston-Salem.

89.��  Lance 
Grab a pack of Nabs and a 

number 21 on this list and enjoy a true 
North Carolina snack.

90.��  Biscuitville 
Make a turn into any 

Biscuitville drive-thru for Southern-
style biscuits just like grandma made.

91.��  Virginia Dare 
Learn more about the story 

of Virginia Dare at a performance of 
The Lost Colony, the nation’s longest-
running outdoor drama.

92.��  White Squirrels 
Brevard’s most famous 

residents have a festival named after 
them. Visit in late May and enjoy the 
White Squirrel Festival.

93.��  Duke Chapel 
The gothic-style chapel, on the 

campus of Duke University in Durham, 
is open to the public, except in the case of 
special events or services.

94.��  Longleaf Pine 
Wander among the longleaf 

pine at Weymouth Woods Sandhills 
Nature Preserve in Southern Pines.

95.��  Sweet Potatoes 
Try a recipe for sweet potato 

fries, sweet potato chips, and sweet 
potato pancakes and you’ll see they 
aren’t just for Thanksgiving anymore.

96.��  RJR 
One of the largest companies 

in what was our largest industry, now 
working on transforming tobacco.

97.��  Carolina Panthers 
Get a whole new perspective 

on the Panthers’ 73,778-seat stadium on 
a guided tour, which are available to the 
general public.

98.��  Hardee’s 
With nearly 2,000 franchises 

worldwide now, you don’t have to be in 
North Carolina to enjoy this icon.

99.��  Our Southern Accent 
Drive north and start talking. 

See how long it takes for someone to ask, 
“Now, where are you from?”

100.��  Our State Magazine 
Chances are, if you’re 

reading this list, you’re already a fan. 
We’re glad to know you!

How many have you experienced?
Go to facebook.com/ourstatemagazine and tell us.


