
Thank you so much for all that you do for our great coun-
try. The hardships you face in the field and your family 
faces at home can not be overlooked. I spent 22 years with 
my husband as he served and I am touched by the dedica-
tion of all active duty and retired service men and women. 
My prayers are with you always. Thank you again. God bless 
you and your families.
-Carol E. in Kitty Hawk, N.C. 

Active duty personnel and veterans amaze me. I always 
choke up when talking about your service to our country. 
I thank you from the bottom of my heart for working daily 
not just for the freedoms we enjoy here in the US, but to 
bring even an ounce of those freedoms to other areas of 
our world. I thank you on behalf of my daughter as well 
who is able to grow and dream and become whatever her 
heart desires. She has few limitations on her future, and a 
great deal of that freedom of choice is due to the liberty 
our soldiers secure for us. I know your family misses you 
and you them. My thoughts are with you for your safe 
return.
-Christina in N.C.

Thank You! Thank You! We appreciate you and we pray for 
your safety as you serve to protect our Country.
-Rachel C. in Raleigh, N.C. 

My grandson is back in states after 2 yrs. in Italy with Air 
Force.  He is such an outstanding young man and I hope 
he finds New Mexico as good as Italy.  He loves his country 
and will defend it to best of his ability.  Wish there were 
more young men following in his footsteps.  So proud of 
him and all our soldiers.
-Charlene K. in North Myrtle Beach, SC 

From a former Marine and Vietnam Combat Marine , I 
understand the pressures you are under , and I want you 
to know that everyone back home is proud of your service 
to our Country and for the sacrifices you and your fellow 
servicemen are making. God Bless and we hope you’re 
home soon.
-Charlie T. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Dear Soldier: Thank you for your servant heart, for your 
courage and bravery and willingness to sacrifice personally 
so that all Americans can enjoy freedom and safety.  Thank 
you for your valor and for putting your life on the line for 
every American.  Please know that you are in our prayers 
and that you are not alone, whether in the US or overseas. 
Thank you deeply.   
-Dr. & Mrs. Gary G. in Cary, N.C. 

Dear Defender of America:You are so brave to be where 
you are now - away from your homes and families, putting 
your life on line for our country.  You are in my prayers and 
I sincerely hope you will return safe and intact. I can only 
imagine how brave you must be doing what you are doing.  
You are a true patriot and hero and I congratulate you for 
your courage and good character. Having worked at Ameri-
can Embassies around the world and working closely with 
the Marine Security Guards, I developed a keen knowledge 
of what it takes to be in the military, especially in this time 
of unrest and risk of danger every moment. Stay safe. Be 
of good spirit and know that you are thought of daily and 
greatly appreciated. 
-Ramona Maximillian in Burnsville, N.C. 

We support all of you - wherever you are and pray for your 
safe return. Forty two years ago, my husband returned from 
Vietnam...we know what you are going through..different 
setting...same circumstances....fighting for our country so 
we all can be free..be safe and be strong.  God Bless You 
All!
-Cheryl in Leland, N.C. 

Thank you for you service for out country. That sounds 
like such a little thing to say for all you do for us. Having 
a father and son-in-law in the marines makes me aware of 
the sacrifices you all make to be able to keep us free. Thank 
you again. 
Cheryl W. in Bath, N.C. 

My like-my-own-son nephew is in Special Forces, so I’ve 
seen first-hand all the dedication and hardship that is re-
quired by our servicemen and -women.  We are so grateful 
and appreciative for the job you do so well!
-Carol in Weaverville, N.C.

Your service to our country is a gift to all Americans that 
can not be measured. My prayers are with all of you every-
day. God Bless you! 
-Chris D. in Greenville, N.C. 



Thank you for your dedication!  I can not begin to express 
the appreciation & pride that I carry with me, in my heart, 
every day for you and your comrades.  When I saw the 
“Eyes on Fort Bragg” photo essay in Our State magazine, 
I wept and was reminded of all that I am and should be 
thankful for daily.  Your bravery and dedication to our great 
country is appreciated by those who you will never meet.  
My prayers are with you also.  “May you feel our Father’s 
loving arms around you always.  Keep him safe & send 
your Holy Spirit to comfort and guide him.”  Thank you!
-Anonymous

Thank you for your service! Your bravery and courage in 
volunteering to serve our great country is inspiring! God’s 
speed and safety be with you and your families!
-Christina B. in Statesville, N.C.

Please know that every day I pray for you and your family, 
for your safety, strength, and alertness to perform your mis-
sion. May God keep you all in the palm of His hand.   
-Steward Smith, (Retired)  Chaplain, USAF in Goldsboro, 
N.C. 

Please know that you are always in my thoughts and 
prayers.  The prayer is that you will be kept safe, returned 
to your families, and find peace in your life.
-Carol H. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

My step-dad was a World War II Veteran and my son and 
daughter-in law are currently serving abroad in the US Air 
Force. I thank God every day for our brave military men 
and women who sacrifice the closeness of families and 
homes in order to maintain our freedom and safety. You 
deserve to be honored and revered as special individuals 
in this world and have a special place in the hearts of all 
Americans. God Bless You and Thank You for your service!
-Cindy G. in Huntersville, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for your service.  I appreciate 
what you are doing and the sacrifices of your family as 
well.  May God keep you in the palm of His hand and may 
you seek Him in all things.
-Anonymous

Thank you all for what you are doing for us.  My prayers 
are with you and your families.
-Cindy J. in Havre de Grace, MD

God bless you for your service to our country.  Thank you 
for all you have sacrificed.  I pray that God will watch over 
you and keep you safe.
-Cathy in Knight, N.C. 

Home of the free because of the brave. Thank you. Thank 
you. Thank you.
-Clarie K. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Thank you and your families for all of your sacrifices to 
keep us free.
-Cindy in N.C.

Thank you for all you do to give me my freedom.  You are 
not alone.  God is assisting you and battling alone side of 
you.  God be in you mind, body and soul.
-Anonymous

Even though I don’t have anyone I know personally fight-
ing this war, I want to extend my thanks to each and every 
one of you for all that you do.  You are doing a wonderful 
job.  Thank you for protecting us!
-Amy in Florida

There are no words to adequately thank you for your hard 
work and sacrifices you make to defend this country’s free-
doms.  You are the greatest!!!
-Carolyn G. in Alexander, N.C. 

I would like to thank you for your service. Prayers for your 
support and safety.
-Anonymous

Sincere thanks for protecting our freedoms! Praying for 
your safe return home.
-Melissa H. in Wilmington, N.C. 

I just want to say Thanks to you & your families for sacrific-
ing so much to keep our Nation safe & free.  I served but 
was fortunate to be in the National Guard & later in life 
worked in a VA facility.  Got to know many of your fellow 
troops from many engagements & always look to them as 
our Country’s Hero’s.  Keep up the good fight & we’ll keep 
up the good fight here as citizens to make sure that our 
gvt. takes care of your lifelong needs. 
-Bill in Leland, N.C. 



Words cannot truly express the gratitude I feel for the won-
derful job you are doing to give us the freedom we experi-
ence every day.  I have the utmost respect for you soldiers 
and I am so pleased to have this opportunity to thank you.  
Whenever I am traveling and run into soldiers, I stop and 
take the opportunity to thank them for putting their lives 
on the line so that I can be free and comfortable every 
day in my little corner of the world.  Seeing the soldiers 
reminds me of the day my daddy came home from the 
Pacific at the end of World War II.  I had not seen my daddy 
since I was 2 months old.  I was 2 years old when he came 
home in 1945 and I didn’t know who he was.  He told my 
mother, with a tear running down his cheek, that never 
a day would pass for the rest of his life that his little girl 
wouldn’t know her daddy.  He made very sure that I knew 
how much I was loved for the rest of his life, and I made 
sure that he knew how proud I was of him for defending 
our country and making us safe.  Thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart!  You are blessed for your perseverance.
-Connie K. in Mars Hill, N.C.

Thank you for your sacrifice of time away from your family 
to help protect other people whom you have never met. 
Thank you for being there to keep our freedom ongoing. 
-Gale C. in Louisburg, N.C. 

Thank you for your dedication, courage and loyalty. I am 
proud of you and to be an American. God bless.
-Cos B. in Southern Pines, N.C.

There are not enough words to thank you and your family 
for your sacrifices. May God Bless you, Hold you and Keep 
you until you return safely home.
-C. W. in Charlotte, N.C.

I would just like to thank you for your willingness to put 
yourself in harm’s way by serving in our military and pro-
tecting the freedoms too many Americans take for granted. 
May God bless you and all your brothers in arms!
-Curtis S. in Conover, N.C.

Our thanks to all our soldiers for the dedication and the 
sacrifices you make for all of us.  Our son has served for 15 
years and has been out of the country with his family for 3 

years. Over the years has has served in 3 different conflicts 
(war zones) so we know what all of your families are going 
through.  He always says to us when he leaves - “If God 
brings you to it, He will bring you through it.”  May God 
Bless the hands that hold this and the eyes that read this 
and hold you in the palm of His hands.  God Bless!
-Cindy & Tony W. in Fuquay-Varina, N.C.

Thank you for your bravery and commitment to freedom 
for us and others as you are stationed in the U.S. and 
around the world.  We are truly indebted to you and can 
never repay what you are doing.  You are in our thoughts 
and prayers and have our deepest gratitude.
-Charlotte B. in Raleigh, N.C.

Dear American Soldier,You’re farther away from home than 
I am; I’m a North Carolinian currently in San Antonio, TX.  
I work at Randolph Air Force Base and see daily e-mails 
about all our “heroes” are accomplishing.  My thoughts 
and prayers are with you as you work to protect ours and 
others freedom.  May God keep you safe and bless you real 
good!  Thank you for your service and protection, and I 
wish you Godspeed back to our Tarheel State!
-Clara H. in N.C.

Thanks for being willing to do what needs to be done to 
keep us free and safe. We have 3 military persons in our 
family, Army National Guard after serving 8 yrs. in the regu-
lar Army, Air Force and our latest in the Marines. We know 
what it’s like to have family and friends serving and we 
stand to salute you. Thanks!!!!! 
-Nancy in Southport, N.C.

To all who serve in the US Military, Thank you for all of 
your sacrifices so we the people can live the American 
dream. Thank you also to the families of those who serve. 
Your sacrifices are not always acknowledged. God Bless 
you all and God Bless the USA.
-Jerome B. in Moycock, N.C. 

Thank you for your bravery and sacrifice for standing up 
for our country and our ideals.  Your courage is greatly 
admired.  My husband served at Biloxi AFB as a doctor just 
after the end of the Viet Nam conflict and saw firsthand the 
courage of those who fought and served and were wound-
ed.  May God keep you safe while you are in harm’s way.  I 
cannot thank you enough for the gift of freedom that you 
give to me and my family and future Americans.  -Lynn 
Conrad in Houston, TX



Thank you for protecting us and serving our country.
-Anonymous

Thank you so much for putting your life on the line for  
our country. Our freedom is precious  and well worth 
defending.
-Anonymous

I’ve just moved from Fayetteville & will always know that 
Fort Bragg is indeed the center of the military universe. 
Thanks to those that have served, as well as to those that 
continue to hold & protect our country. You are in our 
hearts, minds & prayers. 
-Cynthia B. in Pinehurst, N.C.

As a veteran and proud US Citizen...I thank you for your 
commitment to keeping freedom alive.  I tried to explain 
to my 9 year old daughter why “freedom is not free” as we 
toured our nations capital last weekend.  Thank you for 
giving me such wonderful examples to be able to convey 
to her that daddies, mommies, sons and daughters are out 
there still paying for our freedom today.  God bless each 
and every one of you...where ever you may be!!!
-Dee Dee in N.C.

I want to send a note of gratitude and thanks to you 
for your selfless service to our country.  I pray that God 
protects you as you protect us and the freedom we hold 
dear.  Just know that there are people praying for you...for 
strength, wisdom, comfort and protection!  Every time I 
see a service man or woman, I am reminded of the sacri-
fice that you willingly pay so I can be free to live in this 
great country.  I pray it is always a free country! Take care 
and know that you are loved, prayed for and respected by 
those of us who understand your sacrifice!
The Dail Family: Rod (USMC), Nancy (US Army), Nikki and 
Russ (soon to enlist) in Pittsboro, N.C. 

I was always fascinated by the stories that my friends 
grandfathers used to tell me about war. Fighting for your 
country, they said, was the most honorable thing a man 
could do for it. What I soon realized after conversing with 
them for quite some time, was that their sacrifices were 
so numerous that my imagination could not comprehend. 

Families were left behind to support themselves while they 
were away. This has made me grow a stronger sense of ap-
preciation to the troops and my heart warm gratitude goes 
out to them. Thank you for keeping me and my family safe.
-Daniel R. in Laytonsville, N.C. 

Thanks for your service; be safe. We are praying for you 
daily. Dave Miller, an old soldier.
-David M. in Fayetteville, N.C. 

Dear Solider,Thank you for your Service and Sacrifices 
for protecting our freedoms here at home. You are in my 
prayers daily and hope to have you all back home soon! 
God Bless You and Your Families!
-Bill D. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thanks so much for all the sacrifices you are making for 
our country! Daily prayers are with you and your families!
-Anonymous

I am so proud of your service and devotion to our country.  
I always pray for our men in the Armed Services.  Your brav-
ery and courage is not going unnoticed by the American 
Citizens. We also keep your families in our prayers.  Keep 
the faith and trust in God.
-Gloria J. in Southern Pines, N.C.

Thank you so very much for your bravery and dedication 
to freedom and democracy!  Thank you for being willing to 
put your life on the line!  May God give you strength and 
take you safely home to your family and friends.  You are 
not forgotten - thank you for serving America!  God bless 
you!!!
-Doris B. in Pfafftown, N.C.

On this Memorial Day, I would just like to say that I thank 
all of you so much for the sacrifices you give for the free-
dom we have each and every day. My prayers go out to all 
of you. My hope is that each and every one of you return 
HOME safely. Again thank you all!
-Debra D. in Thomasville, N.C. 

I salute you for all the sacrifices you have made for me and 
everyone else in the country.  Each and every one of you 
have put your lives on the line for this country and free-
dom.  There is not a more unselfish thing you could have 
done and for that, I thank you and my family thanks you.
-David A. in Greenville, N.C. 



Hey Guys!  We appreciate all you do for us!  Keep the 
Faith!
-Donnie C. in Franklin, N.C. 

Dear Trooper,Thanks for your service. We all depend upon 
you. Your and your families sacrifices are known and 
greatly appreciated. We can never repay you.
-J. Ed B. in Raleigh, N.C.

Just a note to let you know that you are not forgotten. Your 
service and sacrifice are appreciated. Wherever you are 
today know that I am praying for your safe return to home 
and family. Thank you for serving.
-Anonymous

THANK YOU, Thank You, Thank You - For all that you have 
done and continue to do to preserve our freedoms. No 
mere words can truly express our gratitude.
-Dean G. in Youngsville, N.C. 

Memorial Day 2010
Breeze slaps bold stripes
Halyards clank    
     echoes ripple down the pole
Brass notes slice silence
Taps.
She slips into awaiting uniformed arms
corners tri-fold-tuck with care
Blue field, embroidered stars
look to heaven. Taps.
-Deanna K. in Sapphire, N.C. 

I don’t know where you’re currently stationed or what sort 
of duty you’re assigned to. If you are currently separated 
from your family, that must be difficult. I think it’s nice that 
Our State N.C. Magazine gave its readers the opportunity 
to share these notes along with the Fort Bragg issue so that 
we can offer up our thanks for your willingness to serve. It 
takes a special spirited individual to represent our country 
elsewhere, and do it in a way that makes your fellow coun-
trymen (and women) proud. Thank you for taking on that 
task ... when your service days are over, be sure to visit (or 
settle in) N.C.. There’s not a prettier state in the union or 
one that’s more military supportive.
-Debra W. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Greetings from the east coast!  As summer approaches and 
we here at home take for granted our seasonal activities 
at the beach or the mountains,  please know that you are 
still in our thoughts, hearts and prayers.  May God keep you 
safe and protect you as you serve our country. With admira-
tion and gratitude.
-Debra G. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Hey Soldiers, I can’t say enough thank yous for ALL you are 
doing to keep us safe.  You are in my thoughts and prayers, 
along with millions of others in the states.  GOD BLESS 
YOU and GOD BLESS AMERICA!!! Sending blessings.
-Deborah N. in Angleton, TX

As I start the day with 14 three year olds at preschool, we 
say the pledge of allegiance. It makes me so proud to try 
and tell them what they say makes a difference. I have had 
some of my parents tell me this year, that their children 
insist on saying the pledge after their nightly prayers!  I am 
proud to be an American and start the seed of indepen-
dence and justice for all!  
-Debbie R. in Greensboro, N.C.

Dear Soldier, As a native of N.C., I’m so proud of the ser-
vicemen at all of our posts.  We thoroughly enjoyed and ap-
preciated the Cherry Point Marine Base Air Show recently 
and  were blown away by the technology and fine spirit 
and skill exhibited there.  I was reminded of how difficult 
and dangerous it is for those of you stationed in foreign 
lands.  We are so grateful and proud of you for encounter-
ing and fighting our enemies all around the world.  I pray 
for you every night -- for your safety and speedy return 
to your home and family.  May God bless and keep you.  
We salute you all and thank you so much for your service 
wherever you are.  Please take care of yourself!
-Debbie and Mike G. in Raleigh, N.C. 

My father served in the Army in WWII.  My husband and 
brother were both in the Navy during the Viet Nam era.  
Our family is very grateful for all you do to protect us and 
you continue to be in our hearts and prayers daily. God 
bless you all.
 -The LeForce and Green families in Middletown, OH

I just want you to know how much your serving in the 
armed forces is appreciated.  I pray you stay well and will 
return home soon. God Bless You!
-Donna H. in Efland, N.C. 



Dear Soldiers. My father served in WWII, my husband as a 
reservist during the Vietnam war, and my nephew served a 
year in Iraq.  You all - then and now - deserve all the grati-
tude we could ever give you.  Without you, the USA would 
not be free and be the country we know and love.  God 
Bless each and every one of you. May you return home 
from battle safely and into the arms of loved ones. We love 
each and everyone of you. I’m an American who is proud 
of our soldiers.
-Diane Martin in Matthews, N.C. 

We live in the greatest country in the world because of 
the sacrifice you are making to preserve our freedom. I am 
praying for you, that God will give you the courage you 
need and bring you home safely. Thank you!!
-Diana D. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thanks is not enough for what these soldiers do but it is 
what I have to offer.  My prayers are with you and your 
families.  Bless all of you.
-Diane C. in Hickory, N.C. 

I want to give you my sincere thanks for ALL that you are 
doing for the cause of freedom today!
-Diane T. in Kernersville, N.C. 

There are not enough words to express how proud and 
thankful for all you do to keep our country safe. Your cour-
age and strength are what our country is built on. From the 
bottom of my heart, I thank you, and pray for your contin-
ued safety. God Bless You and keep you safe. -Diana K. in 
Winston-Salem, N.C.

The task ahead of you is never as great as the power be-
hind you. God and the American people salute and support 
you. Godspeed warriors!!
-Nyle W. in Youngsville, N.C. 

Thank you so much for serving.  We pray for you daily and 
wish for you and your family God’s richest blessings and 
your soon safe return home.
-Billy and Donna in Durham, N.C. 

We thank you, and God bless you. May faith and courage be 
with you each day.
-Anonymous

To all the men & women fighting for our country.  Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart.  I have several brothers 
that served in Vietnam War and I know the pain your fami-
lies must be enduring with you away.  I appreciate all that 
you are doing and I hope and pray you all make it home 
safe and sound back to your own families which I am sure 
misses you tremendously.
-D. K. in Stanley, N.C.

Many Thanks and Appreciation of the Sacrifices you make 
each day. I’m proud of you all! We must all remember Our 
Freedom is not free.  It’s dedicated people like yourself 
working to protect it. May God Bless and keep you safe! 
-Dean L. in Monroe, N.C. 

Thank you for all you are doing for our country.  You are in 
our thoughts & our hearts as we approach not only Flag 
Day but July 4, our independence day!  We appreciate the 
hardships that you and your families endure to keep this 
country safe.  There are not enough words to really express 
our appreciation.  Thank you!
-Anonymous

I’d like to thank you, American soldier, for all you do for me. 
No matter how bleak things sometimes seem for our re-
public, you put your very life at stake every day to remind 
me of who we are, what we do, and most important, why. 
When I watched our President and your commander-in-
chief at the Fort Hood memorial neglect to salute those 
murdered there, I wonder just where we’re headed. But 
then I think of you and I know it will all be okay because 
of you. Thank you, God bless you, and please return home 
safely to a grateful nation.
-Chris P. in Willow Spring, N.C. 

My husband and I want to say a heart felt “THANK YOU!” 
for your sacrifices you are making for us and for our 
country. We take so much for granted that people in our 
countries will never get to experience. Remember that 
people all over the US are holding you up in prayer daily 
and want you to come home safely. Remember Philippians 
4:13 which states, “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” Stay strong and stay safe.
-Bruce and Rama Jean Franklin in Morganton, N.C. 



Thanks is not enough for all you do for this great coun-
try of ours.  The sacrifices you have made and continue 
to make are appreciated more than you know.  You are a 
HERO in the hearts of millions, so with that I say a sincere 
THANK YOU and GOD BLESS!!!
-Don S. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Dear Soldier:  Thank you for your service and sacrifice 
for our country. I know that you willingly put yourself in 
harms way so folks like me at home do not have to live the 
way you see abroad.  At this crossroads of our country you 
are a light shining for what we stand for and heritage we 
were founded on.  I pray God will keep you safe and in His 
care sheltered in His love and covered in His protection.  
Psalms 91:11 and Phillipians 4:13-20.  Thank you for doing 
your job.  God Bless.
-Donna D. in Rockingham, N.C. 

Please know that we appreciate everything you are doing 
for the good ole USA.  Your efforts are NOT going unno-
ticed.  Our thoughts & prayers are with you always.  Keep 
up the good work & let us know if you need anything.  You 
may write to let us know.  
Dotti & Hal Curtis
The Curtis Family, 418 John Winstead Road, Louisburg, N.C. 
27549. 

Thank your for your courage and the bravery that you ex-
hibit every day so that we at home can go about our lives 
with a feeling of safety and confidence.  We believe in all 
that you are doing and will keep you in our hearts all the 
while you are away.
-Doris W. in Greenville, SC

For all that you do - thank you!  For all the days away from 
loved ones, for all the hard work, for standing proud and 
serving - thank you! You are a hero for all time.
-Ret CPO Tom P in Williamsburg, VA

I appreciate your military service to allow us freedom.  I 
support you with thoughts and prayers. 
-Deb W. in Madison, N.C. 

Thanks for all that you do and do with out a second 

thought.  I know a great soldier who was in World War II.  
My father-in-law, Newling Richey, was with the 737 tank 
battalion. He was with Patton and the were called “Patton 
Spearheaders.  So I know what hero’s you are, we all love 
you and do pray for you each and every day. God Bless.
-Andrea R. in Greensboro, N.C. 

As a Gulf War veteran I appreciate your sacrifice and love 
of country.  I pray daily that you be kept out of harms way.  
Thank you for your service and safe return to your loved 
ones at home.
-Don R. in Raleigh, N.C. 

My grandfather served in the army during WWII and my 
father served in the Navy after the Korean War. I know lots 
of people have lost loved in the current global unrest and I 
feel privileged to live in a county where people volunteer 
to serve their county in the armed forces.  The willingness 
to give their lives for the freedom of the fellow country-
men and even the millions of illegal aliens that now live in 
the USA is truly the ultimate sacrifice and the women and 
men of our armed forces are all heroes to my family and 
me.
-Diana in Winston-Salem, N.C.

Thanks to all of you who are serving abroad in the Armed 
Forces. We thank you for your sacrifices and hope you are 
home soon.   Thanks Again!!
-Darryl S. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Just a note of thanks for your service to the people of the 
United States of America.  My prayers are with you for a 
safe return home.  MANY THANKS!!
-Tyson C. in Hillsborough, N.C. 

As a DoD Civilian working on Fort Bragg, I am reminded 
daily of the sacrifices made by soldiers as I interact with 
their families.  It’s important to thank Soldiers for their 
sacrifices but it’s just as important to thank soldier’s fami-
lies.  They stay here and go through the daily grind while 
their loved one is in harms way. A big thank you to military 
FAMILIES!!
-Dave V. in Pinehurst, N.C. 

My thanks to all the men and women, and their families, 
that have served our country in the military.  A special 
heartfelt thanks to those that died while serving, in body or 
in spirit.  Because of all your sacrifices our society enjoys a 
life of freedom envied around the world.
-Anonymous



Dear Soldier,
As you are over there serving our country and I am sit-
ting here in my home enjoying the freedom you fight to 
preserve, I wonder what I can say to you beyond thank 
you, job well done.  If it were not for soldiers like you, my 
father who served in WWII, my nephew who is in Afghani-
stan now and my nephew in the US Army who has already 
deployed twice over there, we here at home would not 
be enjoying the freedom we have. We all owe you a debt 
of gratitude and it is the very least that I can do to write 
this letter to convey that thought to you. When Our State 
magazine emailed me about this letter campaign I jumped 
at the chance for I have been wanting to write to a soldier 
for a long time but did not know how.........

In these days of email, cell phones and text messaging, 
letter-writing is becoming a lost art and that is a shame. 
When I was in college I remember being far from home 
and expectantly checking my mailbox for letters from 
home. They made the lonely hours pass more quickly. So 
perhaps this letter-writing campaign will take on a life of 
its own and be a start to a renewed interest in written cor-
respondence once again. Who knows, right?

I just wanted to say thanks for a job well done.  Keep your 
spirits up and remember that those back home are very 
proud of you and thankful for the job you do and the risks 
you take every day.
-Deb W. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

Thank you for your huge sacrifice to protect our freedoms 
and the freedoms of others. Our prayers are with you. May 
God keep you and your families safe.
-Mike & Debbie W. in Weddington, N.C. 

Just wanted to let you know that your service for our 
county is definitely appreciated. My grandfather served in 
WWI, my dad in WWII, a classmate died at the age of 20 in 
Vietnam (he was like a brother to me), my deceased hus-
band served in the Navy and my current husband served in 
the Air Force and in the Seabees. Thank you for your love of 
country and may the Lord protect you until you return to 
your family and friends. God bless you!
-Edith H. in Glade Valley, N.C. 

We simply want you to know how much we appreciate 
you and the sacrifices you have made, and continue to 
make, on behalf of our country.  Freedom isn’t free - you 
and your family have paid the price for the freedoms we so 
often take for granted.  May you always remember that you 
are in our thoughts and prayers and that you are appreci-
ated more than you will ever know.  Thank you seems so 
inadequate - there just are not words to express how much 
it means that you are willing to do all that you do to keep 
our country safe.  Thank you for your courage, your dedica-
tion, and your sacrifice.
-E. B. in Holly Springs, N.C. 

Thank You for all you & others have done to ensure our 
Freedom. God Bless America & Bless the Living & the Fami-
lies of those that have made the Ultimate sacrifice . Prayers 
for your safe return to your Loved Ones.
-Eva B. in Roseboro, N.C. 

It is difficult to find the right words to thank you for your 
sacrifice and service to our country.  You are in my prayers, 
and my God bless you and return you safely home to your 
family.
-Eileen S. in Clarksville, VA

We appreciate the service you give for our country each 
day. And for the sacrifice your family gives to support you. 
Our daughter is currently in Kuwait and Skype is a great 
tool to “see” her.  May God bless you and your family. 
-Jean & Billy in Wilmington, N.C. 

To all of our wonderful people serving with the armed 
forces:We appreciate your service for our freedom, and we 
are praying for each and every one of you. 
-Tom & Linda W. in Monroe, N.C.

Thank you for your service. We truly appreciate what you 
are doing for us and continue to pray for out troops.
-Dawn in New Bern, N.C. 

Thank you for sharing your life, time and family me and my 
family that we will continue to live in a safe place. Your ser-
vice for your country has not gone unnoticed by me. Know 
you are thought of and prayed for daily and I will never be 
able to thank you enough for all you have gone through 
and for what you continue to go through so that we may 
be protected. God be with you and guide you. 
-Elaine H. in Hickory, N.C.



Hi, I would like to thank you for serving as a soldier to 
protect us and foster good will around the world.  Your sac-
rifice is greatly appreciated and I do pray the Hand of God 
will overshadow you and protect you during your service.
-Betty E. in Raleigh, N.C.

We at Elayne’s Woodcrafts  want to thank you and all wom-
en and men serving our country.  Thank you for what ever 
you do to serve and protect the United States of America, 
here in N.C., Afghanistan, or any place you are.
Elayne and William Bush in Mantaep, N.C. 

God bless you and your family for keeping mine safe and 
free!  
-Ellen S. in Richmond, VA

Thank you for all that you do.  Thank you for serving our 
country in order that we can have our freedom. We take so 
much for granted.  God Bless You All. Be safe and take care.
-Joyce B. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country.  You are in our 
hearts!
-Anonymous

Thank you for your service and your love for people.  You 
will never know how much your dedication is appreciated.  
-Anonymous

Sometimes, it is difficult to imagine a war that is so very far 
away from our United States shores. It is, however, very real 
to those who are fighting to defend the freedoms of oth-
ers. Thank you very much for doing a job that so few are 
opting to do at this time. Thank you for protecting others, 
especially the people you encounter on a daily basis. But, 
thank you, also, for those of us whom you do not see on a 
daily basis, but are aware of your presence. Thanks!
-E.M. in Connecticut 

Our prayer is that God will keep you safe and out of harm’s 
way.  Thank you for your service to your country!
The Maxwell Family in Newport News, VA

Hi, Thank you for being there! You are giving our nation 
and the world the chance to make better decisions and 
have the opportunity to enjoy peace and hope by your 
sacrifice. You’re never forgotten and always in our prayers!
-Anonymous in Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for standing up for our country. I 
am so proud of you. I don’t know your name,but I feel that 
I know the kind of person that you are and you are in my 
heart and my prayers. come home soon.
-Elaine P. in Lenoir, N.C. 

Thank you for your unwavering dedication to serve and 
protect our country. I pray that God will give you wisdom 
and grant you protection to get the job done and return 
home safely to your loved ones. You are brave heros that 
still believe in the red, white and blue.  You are appreci-
ated!!! And for that I salute you and wish you God speed. 
-Sue G. in Sims, N.C. 

To all the Men and Women in the Armed Services of our 
country, I would like to thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for allowing us to enjoy the many freedoms that 
we have.  It is because of your choice to be in the armed 
services that the rest of us can enjoy the luxury of freedom 
of speech and the many everyday opportunities we have 
that we take for granted.  Thank you for allowing me, and 
millions of other Americans, these privileges.  My prayers 
are lifted up for you, your families and our Armed Forces 
leaders for your safety and guidance in the leadership you 
provide.
-Liz S. in Chapel Hill, N.C. 

My prayers and thoughts are always with all of you serving 
this great country. With out you, and others like you in the 
past, we would not be the greatest country on earth. Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. Be safe.
-Eddie W. in Loxley, AL

Thank you so much for the sacrifices you make to keep 
our country safe and free.  All of you are in our thoughts 
and prayers, as are your families.  God bless each one of 
you!
-Anonymous

Your service to our country will always be appreciated. I 
pray that God will be with you. May you be safe from harm.
-Kitsey F. in Wallace, N.C. 



Thank you for your sacrifice and thank your families for 
their sacrifices for this country and the people in it, even 
the ones that are not grateful.  Bless you and may the Good 
Lord keep you safe.
-F. Perry in Statesville, N.C. 

We appreciate the role you have in protecting the liber-
ties that are so valuable to us in the United States.  You and 
your family are in my prayers.
-Alice B. in Mooresville, N.C. 

As a veteran of Vietnam, Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Free-
dom, let me say “thank you” from the bottom of my heart 
to all our brave men and women who are on today’s front 
lines of freedom.  You all are in my hearts and prayers every 
day.  Bravo Zulu to each and every one of you!
-Fred D. in Moravian Falls, N.C. 

Hi Soldier,Thank you for the service you are doing to keep 
our country safe. My spouse served in USAF during the 
50’s & Korean War-- he is deceased now(1994). We lived in 
N.C. from after his trek in service & I moved here in 1999-- 
nothing like “Tar Heel Country” though. Knowing you must 
be homesick for your family/state I hope this note will let 
you know you are missed too. Please be careful wherever 
you are & know you are so brave & true to our country. 
I haven’t seen such love from Americans as is shown to 
you since WW2.My uncle was one who died in Normandy. 
Love To You & All Serving To Keep US Free---” GOD BLESS 
AMERICA “ & All Serving.
-Peggy F. in Florida

Thanks from the bottom of my heart for risking your life to 
protect our country and citizens.  I pray for God to protect 
you and give you the courage in these troubling times.
-Fern W. in Statesville, N.C.

Good Morning, Good Evening, or Good Night, where ever 
you might be. Please know that we are so thankful for your 
service and bravery in protecting our Great Land.  We pray 
that you will be safe and will be home soon to all of those 
who love you.  Thank you again, Our Hero.
-Robbie S. in Hickory, N.C. 

Thank you for your sacrifice and all that you do to keep us 
safe.  We are very proud of you.
-George S. in Orlando, FL

Thank you for all that you do for our great country.  My 
husband was in Viet Nam in 1970 and then stationed at 
Fort Bragg in 1971 after being sent to the hospital in Fort 
Bragg, so this base holds a special place in our hearts.
-Faye K. in Burlington, N.C. 

Thanks to all the women and men who are keeping us safe 
and free.
-Faye D. in Statesville, N.C. 

Thank you is not enough!  I want you to know that you are 
so appreciated, that you are loved and that you are prayed 
for by those of us who know the great service you provide 
for us to keep up free and safe. 
-Frankie M. in Rutherfordton, N.C. 

We Americans here in the USA support you and what you 
are doing for us and our children’s freedom 110%. Thank 
you, Thank you, Thank you!
-Michael T. in Charlotte, N.C. 

I chose to live the blue collar life after I got out of school 
so I cannot say that I know how it feels to leave loved ones 
behind to go into foreign lands and foreign ideas, thoughts, 
food and culture to protect our liberty. You stand between 
those who despise what America stands for and us. You 
take the bullets and the bomb blasts and blazing heat and 
swirling sands so we don’t have to and yet there are those 
who do not appreciate what you do. There are those who 
only criticize you and what you do there. You are the fight-
ing men and women who stand taller than them and fight 
for them too (though personally, I think those who criti-
cize should be shipped overseas to some other country). 
Your work is not going unnoticed. You are in a noble cause. 
Do not be discouraged in your efforts. There are many 
who think about you and pray to their Higher Power for 
your safety and protection. I want to personally thank you 
for your sacrifices that you have made for us as a country 
and for me as an individual. Stand tall and proud and stand 
between me and the enemy. May God bless all of you for 
what you are doing.
-Aaron Yarbrough in Welcome, N.C. 

You are all in  my prayers every day, asking for your pro-
tection and for your families well being as you serve our 
country. Thank you for serving.
-Shirley F. in Rutherfordton, N.C.


