
Dear Friends,
From the peace and tranquility of our home in Asheville, 
N.C. our thoughts and prayers are with you as is our pride 
and gratitude for all you do everyday for all of us at home. 
Our fathers are WWII veterans and their service is hon-
ored by yours.  Never forget that what you are doing is 
important, valued and appreciated by your families, friends, 
communities and country.  Freedom will always require 
vigilance, but we pray with you and for you that yours will 
be the last generation needed to fight for freedom. Let it be 
when day us done, the battle won, that home you come to 
enduring peace and loving arms. If we can do anything to 
help you, please let us know. A grateful nation stands with 
you. Godspeed.
-Dr. Christopher Pratt and Mrs. Jimmie Cochran Pratt in 
Asheville, N.C.

Bless you all for the job you are doing. Be safe and God 
bless.
-Anonymous 

As I stand here on my family farm, I realize that our free-
dom has not come easy. I thank you for keeping us safe. My 
generation let our Viet Nam vets, I hope we don’t do this 
again to you. Thank you. 
-Chloe T., Big Mill Bed & Breakfast in Williamston, N.C.
 
We wish to thank all of you who have sacrificed so much 
for the liberties we are blessed to have in this great coun-
try of ours. We do not take these freedoms for granted. May 
God bless you and keep you in His care- May you be home 
soon. Many thanks for your service. 
-Tom & Paula V.

May God bless you for all that you are doing for our coun-
try. Thank you for sharing your life and protecting us and 
enabling us to live in our land and having the security and 
freedoms that we do have. 
-Ann D in Thomasville, N.C.

I’ll be praying that you keep safe, be careful, and that you’ll 
come home soon. 
-Anne B. in Greensboro, N.C.

Words cannot truly express how thankful we are for the 
sacrifices that you and your family are making. Our prayers 
are with you all. God bless you.
 – Anonymous

Thank you for what you are doing and sacrificing, and that 
of your families, so that we may live in freedom, peace and 
have choices. We pray for you and your families constantly. 
God bless and be with you.
 – Cindy M. in Conover, N.C.

To all the soldiers around the world. Thank you for your 
service to our country and for keeping freedom alive for 
all.  There is no better country than the United States of 
America and she is great because of you and your fellow 
comrades. Wherever you serve, take care and be safe. I 
salute you!
-Ann C. in N.C. 

Thank you for your service and the sacrifices you and your 
family make for our country’s freedom! God Bless the USA! 
-Ashleigh in Fayetteville, N.C.

have a son in the Air Force and son-in-law in the Army and 
I see the sacrifices they make for this country - And their 
families as well. Thank you for your service and I pray God 
will watch over you and your families every day. 
-Anonymous

The men and women serving selflessly in our nation’s 
armed forces are following a long tradition of patriots who 
put their lives on the line in defense of freedom, security, 
and liberty.  We salute them and honor them everyday.  
They are in our prayers and thoughts.  God bless!
 –Richard P. in Zebulon, N.C.

We go through our daily lives, thinking of many “issues” as 
earth shattering. Reality is--we can be in control--most espe-
cially, we are thankful for all of you who guard and protect 
us. You who give your time and virtually lives for people 
who are strangers. We need more representatives like you 
and can never say in words how VERY much we appreci-
ate all you are and do!! Thank you for being a person who 
cares, who is willing to sacrifice in order for us to continue 
to have a grand place to share--the USA and N.C.! You earn 
stars in your crown every minute of every day for all you 
undergo. You will gain recognition, always be proud of 
yourself and certainly know we are of you!! God Bless you, 
give you strength, raise you up if you fall and in your heart 
give you the peace that passeth all understanding. Stay 
strong, be happy! 
-Betsy and Al Poindexter in Summerfield, N.C.



Just saying thanks is not enough for what you do, but I do 
want you to know that we think about you and that we 
care.  I have lived through several wars including WWII, 
but this one have hit me the hardest.  I guess it is because 
we see so much of what you face daily on TV, but I am sure 
that I can never know how much you suffer.  From my 
heart, THANK YOU and may God bless you and look after 
you.
-Anonymous

Thank you so much for your service to our country. Thank 
you for making us feel secure and safe. You are very spe-
cial! God loves you and we do, too.
-Melissa and Alan H. in Leland, N.C. 

We are so proud of our brave young men and women in 
the military. I am a Kindergarten teacher and have made 
my children understand how proud they should be to live 
in the United States of America. We also talk about your 
role in helping us to keep our country strong and free. 
Thank you and God Bless you all! 
-Rusty in N.C.

Thank you for serving our country by helping other na-
tions.  Being away from home cannot be easy, but positive 
thoughts and prayers are being sent to you from Tampa, 
Florida USA!!  Take care of yourself!!!  May God bless you 
and your family!!
-Airlie in Tampa, FL

Words are not enough to show my love, appreciation, and 
pride in your service to our country.  My younger brother 
became an Officer in the United States Navy this past fall 
and I never fully understood the meaning of pride and 
honor until then.  Your devotion, sacrifice, and uncondi-
tional work is noticed.  This corner of N.C. thanks you for 
all that you do and all that you stand for, God Bless you and 
your family!
-Allison J. in Garner, N.C. 

We are so proud of you, wherever you may be serving 
around the world.  And  we hope that you will enjoy 
receiving this copy of Our State Magazine.  The article and 
pictures of Ft. Bragg are wonderful.  It is our prayer that 

you will be returning safely soon to this area and to your 
family.  Thank you for your service for this great country of 
ours.
-Adele and John Kenny in Asheville, N.C. 

Thanks for your service and your sacrifice. I served for 7 
years myself so I know that freedom does not come “free”. 
Know that I stand with you and support you everyday. That 
goes for friends and family all over this area. God bless!
-Alan H. in Harmony, N.C. 

Just like to take time to thank you fellows for the great job 
you are doing. As a fellow veteran of the Vietnam war when 
the times get unbearable suck it in and keep going. We rep-
resent the greatest fighting forces in the World I don’t care 
what anybody says. Good luck.  
-Al & Jan Byrd USMC in Pleasant Garden, N.C. 

As the mother of a Marine, I can only say thank you for 
your dedication which continues to amaze me.  God Bless 
our Troops.
-Alice J. in High Point, N.C.

You guys are great!  I appreciate everything each of you 
are doing to protect us back here in the USA.  God speed 
and my prayers for a safe return for each of you!
-Al C. in Oxford, N.C. 

Having never served in the Armed Forces, I find it difficult 
to actually relate to the many experiences and emotions 
you must feel.  I did have the opportunity to work with 
and treat the men and women at Fort Bragg in the capacity 
of a Contract Dentist, and I considered it an honor.  I know 
you get weary, so very tired, hungry, lonely, and feel like 
you are at the end of the world at that “dropping off place” 
from time to time.  There are so many here in the States 
that STILL love you, respect you and and what you stand 
for, and truly appreciate all that you do.  Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart and soul.
-Dr. Penny Cline, DMD in Raleigh, N.C. 

I personally appreciate all you do to protect the freedoms 
we enjoy here in the United States.   May God watch over 
you and protect you in all you do.  I appreciate the sacri-
fice you make in leaving your family behind to perform 
your duties in service.  May God bless you and watch over 
you and bring you safely back to your family.
-Anonymous



Words cannot express enough the pride that it gives me, 
knowing that you are sacrificing your life so that we may 
continue to have the freedoms that our constitution gives 
us. You are in my thoughts and prayers. God Bless.
-Amelia G. in Port Charlotte, FL

To all the Men and Women serving, Please know that what 
you do is appreciated and that we realize that freedom 
isn’t free! I am sure that you are ready to come home 
and see your loved ones and I pray that day comes soon 
for you.  Please be safe and stay focused on the challenge 
ahead of you. Just remember that we appreciate you and 
are praying for your safe return. Thanks.
-Andy C. in Kernersville

God Bless you and your family as you protect and defend.  
War is not an easy thing on any one or any country.  Your 
dedication is appreciated and waving our red/white/blue 
makes me proud. 
-Angela F. in Raleigh 

A “Thank You” seems so small for your great gift of service 
to the American people, and peoples of the world.  God 
Bless and keep you safe until you return home.
-Angela V. in Olin, N.C. 

Thank you for your sacrifices and for serving our country. 
-Anna M. in Raleigh

Thank you for serving our country and allowing us tom 
continue to live in the land of the free. May you be guarded 
by angels and the Lord hold you in  the palm of his hand. 
Prayers are lifted for you nightly that you return safely to 
your loved ones.
-Ann C. in Goldsboro

Thank you for all you do to protect our freedom.  May God 
watch over you and bring you home soon. Take care and 
stay safe and well. 
-Anonymous

My  heartfelt thanks and admiration for the job you do 
each and every day to protect those of us who often take 
your service for granted.  Please know that you and your 

comrades are in my thoughts and prayers!!!!
-Anne A. in Hillsborough

A BIG THANK YOU for our freedom God bless you and 
keep you safe. Keep up the GOOD Work.
-Teresa W. in Saint Marys, WV

Thank you so very much for all that you do and give to pro-
tect our freedom.  You are what makes this country what it 
is.  Thoughts and prayers are with you every day!
-Arlene S. in Fayetteville, N.C. 

Thank you for what you are doing for our country. I was 
station at Bragg in 71 after coming back from Vietnam so i 
know a little of what you are doing. Once again thank you 
from my family and country to help keep up our freedom 
in this great country!
-Art B. in Chinquapin, N.C.  

Thank you for your service. Our nation and the world owe 
you a debt of gratitude that can never be adequately paid.  I 
pray for your success and safety. God Bless.
-Alan S. in Raleigh, N.C.

I watched as a child, as my uncle left to go off to Korea. 
I remember my grandfather sitting in his old chair say-
ing nothing. Being very young, I didn’t understand at that 
time what he was thinking. Years later,  As my brother and 
my brother in law left to go to Vietnam, I then knew what 
my grandfather was thinking. Will I see then again? Both 
did make it back home but so many did not. It is hard to 
express the gratitude we have for our service men and 
women because it never seems to be enough. A simple 
thank you surely is not enough to show how we feel.  But, 
to many of our service men and women who did return 
without receiving a simple “thank you” it would have 
meant a lot. So,  I am saying to all of our service men and 
women, those who served and returned and those who 
are now serving, and to the many who served and did not 
return, thank you. God be with you and your families.
-Ann S, in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

As with most extremely important jobs (police officers, fire 
fighters, etc.), we just assume that our military will always 
be there to protect us.  I just wanted to stop and take a 
minute to say thank you for everything you do!  Come 
home safe.
-Jodie in Kernersville, N.C.



Thank you for your service.  My husband attended the 
Naval Academy and served in the Navy.  I grew up in an Air 
Force town Seymour Johnson and have various relatives 
who also served in the Army and Coast Guard.  We appreci-
ate what you do!
-Ann & Ken S. in Greensboro, N.C.

Thank you all for the service you have given to make and 
keep the United States safe and free.  Thanks to those 
Heros who gave their all so that most of us could go on 
oblivious to what is going on around the world.  Thanks to 
your families who wait and pray for you at home.  Thanks 
to all the mothers who cry silent tears every night.  Thanks 
to our God who loves us all.  Again thanks.  You are in my 
heart and prayers.  May God Bless You All.  
-Renee Copple in Michigan

I’m so very thankful for your willingness and courage to 
serve our country.  Thank you for all that you do.  May God 
bless you each and every day as well as those you love. 
-Ashley A. in Tarboro, N.C.

There are many articles published and statements made in 
appreciation of our men and women in uniform around 
national holidays but we should all be thanking and 
remembering daily the sacrifices made on our behalf by 
those who are fighting and have fought on foreign soil in 
dirt, dust, mud, ice, snow and in swamps, deserts and on 
mountains to insure  the freedoms we enjoy as Americans. 
-Alice W. in Raleigh, N.C.

My husband went where Congress directed for 20 years 
as a military officer. His life was shortened due to those 
orders but he believed in his mission of protecting his 
country, the freedoms the United States offers and protect-
ing those he loved and the many he would never know.  
You, our young men and women in uniform, are doing the 
same today. 
For those of us who have traveled to other countries, we 
know there is no place on earth where one can enjoy 
political, social and religious freedom as those of us blessed 
to live in the United States of America. Bless you our spe-
cial warriors and patriots for laying your lives on the line, 
keeping us safe and allowing us to sleep without fear each 

night. 
From the family of LT. Col. John Arden Watkins (deceased).
-Alice and sons, John, Jr. and Brett in Raleigh, N.C. 

Dear Beloved Soldier,
We are so incredibly thankful for, and to, you and your 
families.  The great sacrifice you make, every day, goes 
beyond mere words to describe, we can only guess.  We 
have known some of you personally, and know the hard-
ships you face in simply keeping a family together, never 
mind the day to day struggle for survival.  I sit in my home, 
teaching my children to love one another, yet you are the 
real teachers.  You love us without knowing us, by help-
ing to secure our freedoms.  Please feel free to contact us 
by skype or email, so that we can tell you personally how 
much we love you and pray for you often. Please tell us 
how, specifically we can pray for you, as well. We are grate-
ful for your service to our country.
With loving prayers,David, Pamela, Tristan, Mariah, and 
Eden Baylock in Raleigh, N.C.

To One of our True Heroes:  Thank you for all you are doing 
wherever you are.  I have a grandson-in-law who is being 
deployed soon, and I will pray for him as I pray for you 
each night.  God Bless.  You are a Great American!!
-Ann W. in Clemmons, N.C. 

Our family thanks you and your personal and military fam-
ily for your sacrifice and service.  Our thoughts and prayers 
are with you everyday.
-Anonymous 

Thank you for all you are doing to protect our freedom!
-Brian S. in Charlotte, N.C.

My husband and I have just spent Memorial Day honoring 
all your fallen brothers/sisters in all the wars our country 
has been a part of.  But, we did not forget you and the 
sacrifices you are making for us right now.  Thank you for 
stepping up to the plate to fight for our country and for 
preserving our freedoms.  We have not forgotten 9/11 and 
we appreciate that you are defending our lives right now.  
We wish you safety to return to our wonderful country to 
continue your life in the freedom you have won.  Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for your service.
-Anonymous



How can we ever thank you enough for you generous, 
brave, selfless acts that keep us safe and the enemy at bay?  
There are no words to properly thank you.  Please know 
that you are in the hearts and prayers of so many.  I pray 
for your safety and that you will be blessed to be on your 
home soil when your mission is complete. Godspeed!
-Barbara in N.C.

I will continue to pray for you and your families. May you 
make it home safely.  Thank you for trying to help oth-
ers. The folks of Lexington, N.C. are proud of you and the 
congregation of Reed’s United Methodist Church Will be 
happy to welcome you when you come home. 
-Barbara A-C. in Lexington, N.C. 

We are praying for you, your family and your safe return 
home.  May God bless you in all that you do.  We are so 
very proud of you!!!  God Bless America and those that 
keep us safe.
-Dolores B. in Huntersville, N.C.

It truly takes a SPECIAL person to serve and protect. I pray 
everyday that GOD will keep you safe. Thank you for serv-
ing our Country! 
-Peggy B. in Prospect Hill, N.C.

Our country as a whole cannot realize the sacrifice our 
soldiers and their families render year round. Particular 
attention should be given the families that suffer combat 
fatalities and permanent debilitating injuries. I note these 
issues are addressed in detail by The Patriot Foundation 
at www.patriotscholarships.com which welcomes the 
public’s support in carrying on this important work for the 
troops.
-Gene W. in Pinehurst, N.C. 

I’d like to thank you for the sacrifices that you and your 
loved ones have made (and are making) on behalf of our 
great nation.  I pray for your safety. I also pray for our 
country’s leaders that this great nation will once again be a 
proud and united nation, thanks to soldiers like yourself.
-Becky in Greensboro, N.C. 

Behind you all the way, be safe. GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU.
-Bill C. in Greensboro, N.C. 

As a Navy daughter and now an Army wife, I know first 
hand the sacrifices and commitment that our military and 
military families give each and every day. Many, many thank 
yous for all that you do to keep our country’s freedoms 
safe and strong.  You are remembered and appreciated - 
always.
-Anonymous

Freedom should be defined as the result of all the hard 
working men and women in the United States military.  My 
father served proudly in the US Air Force.  Of all his many 
accomplishments, I am most proud of his service to our 
country.  God bless all of you around the globe working to 
allow freedom to ring around the world.
-Beverly T. in Hickory, N.C. 

As the daughter of a Pearl Harbor survivor, I know a little 
of the hardship of war.  As a free American, I say to you 
who are protecting my freedom, thank you, God’s blessing 
to keep you safe.
-Bea Sherrill in Newton, N.C.

Thank you for all that you do for this great country!  You 
are a true Patriot and an honor to the USA!  Stay safe and 
God bless you.
-Rebecca G. in Mooresville, N.C. 

There are no words sufficient to express our gratitude for 
your service.  God bless you and your family.  We pray for 
you always!  
-Dee & Ozzie H. in High Point, N.C.  

Every Memorial Day, my neighborhood has a parade to 
celebrate and honor and remember all of you men and 
women who have served our country and those that still 
are serving. My father in laws were both WW11 vets, my 
brother in law is a Viet nam vet, and my son served in the 
Marines. I truly thank you for your service to our country 
and am grateful to each and every one of you. I get tears 
in my eyes every time I hear our national anthem, and I 
am so proud to be an American Citizen. God bless you all 
and those that have lost their lives or have been injured 
protecting our freedom. believe me , I do not take it for 
granted. I get a lump in my throat every time I see you be-
ing deployed. My heart goes out to your families. Please be 
safe and Thank You.
-Beth B. in Raleigh, N.C. 



Hi, My name is Belynda Hedrick. I am a rising senior. I 
would just like to say thank you for all you and your fellow 
soldiers have done to keep not only me and my family safe, 
but the entire Nation as well. Thank You, and I pray for your 
safe return home.
-Belynda Hedrick in Claremont, N.C.

Thank you for your service to the United States. May you 
come home soon!
-Beth T. in Indian Trail, N.C. 

If I could pile enough pieces of paper with thank yous to 
fill one  military tank, it would not be enough to express 
my appreciation to YOU and all soldiers for what is done 
for OUR country!  I am extremely grateful!
-Betsy Wilson in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

My many thanks for your willingness to defend and protect 
our wonderful USA -- there have been many in my family 
that served and my uncle (whom I never got to know) 
lost his life in WWII at 18 yrs of age -- he is honored in our 
town on a public memorial with many others just like him 
-- God bless you all and God bless America!
-Betsy in Wilmington, N.C. 

As my husband was a soldier I am so proud of the men and 
women who serve for our country. This is our country and 
we want to keep it free.
-Betty E. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Dear American Soldier, I am deeply grateful to you for your 
willingness to stand up for freedom for all Americans. We 
don’t take it lightly.  Our hearts fill with pride when we see 
you. May God bless you and keep you safe.  
-Betty M. in Mt. Holly, N.C. 

Thank you, and we pray for your safe return home.
-Bev H. in Leland, N.C. 

Thank you for protecting our country and our freedoms. 
You are not forgotten and very much appreciated.
-Beverly M. in Edenton, N.C. 

Thank you for all that you do to protect our wonderful 
homeland!
-Beverly B-P. in Charlotte, N.C.

Please accept sincere gratitude from a grateful American 
for your sacrifice and difficult work on our behalf.  Come 
home safely!
-Beverly T. in Henderson, N.C. 

It is impossible for one to tell you how VERY grateful and 
thankful we are for your service to our country and sacri-
fice of leaving loved ones at home while you are out of the 
country.  You are keeping our country free and you are giv-
ing another country a hope for tomorrow.  Your job is not 
an easy one and you are prayed for daily.  Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.  You are not forgotten nor taken 
for granted.  God bless you and protect you.
-Barbara G. in Kernersville, N.C. 

Thanks from my family for your service and sacrifice for 
our country.  It is because of your dedication that we are 
able to enjoy the everyday liberties that we so often take 
for granted.  May God be with you as you serve, and may 
He protect and guide you until you are safely home.
-Ben S. in Raleigh, N.C. 

Thank you for everything that you are doing and have 
done and will do for our country and its people. my hus-
band is a retired MSGT(Air Force) so we know both sides 
of the story, him for being away and me for having him 
gone, it takes a lot of faith and love. thank you again and 
again for all you do.
-Beverly H. in Cerro Gordo, N.C. 

Thank you for caring enough to protect our freedom. My 
prayers are with you every day. God bless you and the 
United States.
-Granville S. in Santa Rosa, CA

Dear One,I’m a product of a veteran family.  My dad served 
in two wars and it pricks my heart each evening to watch 
the news.  I never personally served in the armed forces 
but thank you from the depths of my heart for your sacri-
fice, your family’s sacrifice.  May our Lord comfort you in 
your times of loneliness, frustration and despair. You are 
one of the last bastions of hope for our country, its free-
dom, our democracy.  I applaud you for your willingness to 
step forward and to protect our most cherished blessings.  
May God’s protection encompass all of you and return 
home safely to the comfort of your family.
-William M. in Greensboro, N.C. 



Thank you so much for what you do for our country and 
for all of us.  Please keep yourself safe and come back to 
your family safe and sound as soon as you can.
-Barbara A. in Charlotte, N.C. 
Thank you for serving our country.
-Anonymous

Please accept our sincere thanks for your service.  We 
come from a long line of soldiers and sailors and know the 
sacrifices you make every day.  Our prayers are with you 
now and always.  
Suzie and Reggie Black in Mooresville, N.C. 

Please know that you are not forgotten and many people 
are praying daily for your safety. Thank you for your cour-
age and sacrifice. May God grant a quick end to the war in 
which you are engaged and bring you home safely to your 
family and friends.
-Sherry B. in Sylva, N.C. 

Thank God for all the soldiers who are fighting  to protect 
our freedom.  I pray for them each day that they will be 
back soon with their families and back to the U.S.
-Betty L. in Clemmons, N.C.

As the proud daughter of a WWII veteran I want to thank 
you for continuing to protect our country. My prayers are 
with you always to keep you safe.
-Barbara J. in Woodleaf, N.C. 

I want to thank all of the men and women of our Armed 
Forces who give so much of themselves for so many of 
us here at home. What this Country owes you cannot be 
calculated. You are in the finest tradition of America’s fight-
ing men and women who have always kept this Country 
strong and free. Thank you so much.
-Rod Armstrong in Kannapolis, N.C. 

Thank you for all of the sacrifices that you guys are making 
to help protect our great nation.
-Ben T. in Bear Creek, N.C. 

Bless you for you serving your country and keeping it free.  
I pray for your safe return.  God be with you.
-Anonymous  

Thank you for your service to our country, I know you 
have pride in what you are doing, or you would not be do-
ing it. America is behind you.  May God bless you and keep 
you safe.  
-Daniel H. in Littleton, N.C. 

I wish to express my sincere appreciation for what you 
are doing for our nation.  You represent the finest young 
people in our country today.  May the God of Peace be 
with you whether you are in our country or around the 
world.  I am a retired teacher, so I never got to serve in 
the military.  I greatly admire the ones of you who are so 
faithfully serving the USA. You may feel free to e-mail me at 
bmorgan1935@att.net.
-Bob Morgan, Professor Emeritus of French and Mathemat-
ics, Gardner-Webb University

I very much appreciate your service and good work.  You 
are helping our country and everyone in it. God bless you.
-Bob E. in Raleigh, N.C. 

Dear Soldier,
You are a part of something so much bigger than yourself.  
You are a member of an elite group of men and women 
who have guarded our homeland for several hundred 
years.  I thank God that there are people like you who feel 
the need to protect our freedoms and keep us safe.  My 
dad is an 85 yr. old WW11 veteran who, like you, elected 
to serve his country.  He fought in Europe and was blown 
up in a pillbox on the German Siegfried line. Prior to that 
he was at Omaha Beach.  Also, my 89 year old father-in-law 
was stationed in the Philippines and witnessed  many hor-
rible war atrocities.  I am very proud of them both and of 
all the unsung heroes who have put their lives on the line 
for people like me.  Yes, you can say, “I’m proud to be and 
American”....and I thank-you for your sacrifices. 
-Bobbie Caudill Bryson, daughter of J.V. Caudill, Jr. and 
daughter-in-law of Frank C. Bryson in Midland, N.C. 

Thank you for your loyalty and service to the cause of 
freedom.  My prayer for you is this:  “God love you and not 
let you out of His sight, God keep and protect you by day 
and by night.  Till we meet again may His love follow you 
where e’er you go and what ever you do. “
-Joan S. in Warriers Mark, PA



I don’t know where to begin; there’s so much to say to ex-
press my genuine caring for all of you serving our country. 
I keep you all in my prayers every night, as well as your 
families & friends back home. Please know that these are 
not just words, but true appreciation deep within my heart. 
My husband retired from the Army in 1981, and served in 
Vietnam in the 60’s, so I know what it’s like to be a wife at 
home waiting. God bless, guide, and protect you all. Thank 
you.  
-Kitty in Fayetteville, N.C. 

Thanks for defending this great Nation and for the sacrifice 
that you and your families make to keep the freedoms that 
we all enjoy today.
-Eddie B. in Burlington, N.C. 

We are so grateful for your service.  Thank you for keeping 
all of us safe.  We know that freedom isn’t free.  May God 
Bless you today and always!
-Alice B. in Raleigh, N.C. 

Thank you for serving our country.  You volunteered to put 
yourself in harm’s way, and that’s an act that deserves our 
respect.
-Brent S. in New Bern, N.C.

We thank you for your service to this country. You are 
hero’s to all of our family & we pray for you. May God Bless 
you.
-Mr. & Mrs. Jerry B. in Morehead City, N.C. 

As a sister, daughter and mother of veterans, my heart and 
prayers are always with those who give up the comforts 
of home to insure that America is protected and free. God 
Bless you and keep you safe until you all come home!
-Anonymous

Thank you for your service to our country. I pray for your 
safe return home. 
-Tammy Y. in Swannanoa, N.C. 

Please know that our thoughts and prayers are with you 
always. I served as an Infantryman in 1968-1969 in Viet-
nam and know how much it means to have the support of 
those back home. My family was my greatest strength in 

keeping me going even though there was turmoil in the 
streets of the United States at the time. I never gave up on 
why I was fighting in Vietnam. I knew in my heart that i 
was keeping Communism from the doorsteps of my loved 
ones.   God Bless you and have a speedy return home.
-Jim S. in Winston-Salem
My thoughts and prayers are with our armed service men 
and women who are truly remarkable individuals.  Thank 
you for serving our country in such an unselfish way and 
for helping to ensure our freedom and way of life contin-
ues.  May God bless you and keep you safe! 
-Brenda G. in Raleigh

Dear gentle person, we so appreciate your service. Stay 
well and God keep you in his hands till you get home to 
your family.
-Bobbie M. in Belhaven, N.C. 

Thanks for your dedication and service. You are thought of 
and your safety prayed for daily. 
-Candace C. in Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Thanks to you and your family for all that you do so me 
and all families can live in peace.  May God always be with 
you and Thanks again from the bottom of my heart. From 
the daughter of a Pearl Harbor survivor (Ray E. Pigate)
-Christine D. in Hickory, N.C. 

I just want to thank each and everyone of you for sacrific-
ing your time, well being and even some their lives to pro-
tect and serve the Greatest Nation in the World. Without 
you we would indeed be in trouble. May God Bless you 
and keep you safe for without HIM we ALL would be in 
Trouble! THANK YOU AGAIN!!!      
-Conway Morphis in Walkertown, N.C. 

I appreciate the sacrifice that you are making for our coun-
try.  Without you we would not have the freedoms that we 
so often take for granted.  Your bravery and courage are an 
inspiration to us all.  Remember John 16:33...”These things 
I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In 
the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have 
overcome the world.”  God be with you and your family.
-Christian A. in Clinton, N.C. 

Your sacrifice is immeasurable - and appreciated by those 
for whom you serve. Remain safe – 
-Cathy in Matthews, N.C. 



Thank you for your sacrifice for our freedom! You all are 
awesome!
-Camille P. in Raleigh

Thank you, thank you, thank you, for serving our country.  I 
am proud of each and every one of you and the sacrifices 
you are making.  May the Lord keep you and your family.  
YOU are what it means to be an American.
-Anonymous

Thank you for all you do for our great country. My prayers 
are with you that you remain safe and return home safely.  
-Candi L. in Hampstead, N.C. 

Our freedom as Americans means so very much to us, and 
what would we do without it, when we take it for granted 
all too often?  Heartfelt THANKS to our men and women in 
the military for protecting and defending us with such loy-
alty and devotion to duty. May God bless you, each one...for 
you are our heros!
-Judith C. in Boone, N.C. 

Thank you for your service. Your sacrifice is greatly appre-
ciated.
-Christopher A. in Southern Pines

I have been a mother of a solider for over 23 years so I 
can’t begin to tell you the pride that I feel every time I see 
a person in uniform.  Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for your service.  You have made our country what it 
is today through your dedication to keep our country safe.  
God bless each of you.  I pray that He keeps you safe.    
-Carol W. in Ramsey, IN

I’m so happy to have a way to be able to let everyone in 
the military know how much I appreciate your service.  
You defend our freedom, protect our country and make 
daily sacrifices that we are not even aware of.  I live in a 
small town in N.C. and work in Havelock close to Marine 
Core Air Station Cherry Point.  We have a lot of contact 
with Marines there and I am always impressed with their 
attitude of confidence and respect.  I wish you safety, suc-
cess and the knowledge that your country loves, honors 
and depends on you. God bless you all.
-Carol Dixon in Oriental, N.C. 

Hi, we hope you enjoy Our State magazine and that it is a 
bit of oasis from your duty station. Don’t think that you are 
forgotten; everyone here wishes you well and hopes for 
your swift return. 
-Bill and Phyllis M. in Greensboro, N.C.                     

Thank You for your selfless Acts that provides all the Free-
doms that we have as Americans!
-Brenda B. in Walstonburg, N.C.   

Thank you so much for serving our country.  We all really 
appreciate you. Best of luck to you and yours.
-Caroline B. in Greensboro, N.C. 

I pay great tribute to our service men and women every-
where.  Fort Bragg holds a very special place in my heart 
because my son joined the army and was stationed in 
Germany for the next 4 years and then we moved from 
Ohio to N.C. and he put in a transfer to be stationed in 
Fort Bragg and eventually made the transfer. Fort Bragg 
was visited many times within the next 4 years for the air 
shows and many other visits. Fort Bragg made it possible 
to reunite our family and watch my son proudly serve our 
country while he was stationed at Fort Bragg.
-Caroline P. in Rocky Mount, N.C. 

I hope you are enjoy the magazine they are sending you.  
I’m thinking about you and the work you are doing.  Take 
care of yourself and know you are appreciated and prayed 
for.  
-Carol D. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thank you for your service. We are proud of what you are 
doing. Our military and their families are always in our 
prayers.  As a 27 year veteran of the Navy,our family knows 
it is also hard on the families at home. God Bless and stay 
safe.
-Ray & Carol W. in Garner, N.C.

THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING YOU DO TO PROTECT 
OUR NATION...
-Carson C. in Linden, N.C. 

I would like to thank each and every one  serving in the 
U.S. Military. Please accept my heart felt thanks for the 
great job you are doing. Stay Safe and God Bless you. 
-Jack, a veteran, in Fayetteville, N.C. 



As a wife of a retired 32yr Special Forces vet, I appreciate 
your service and dedication so much.  I admire your wives, 
girlfriends, parents, children etc, and what they’ve endured 
because I’ve been there.  Be safe always and know that 
you’re loved and thought of as HEROES, no matter what 
job you have, wherever you are.  God bless you.
-Alice S. in Raleigh, N.C. 
My freedom is so previous because of your sacrifices.  
These words can not express how much I thank you.  You 
are my heroes!!
-Catherine J. in Morrisville, N.C. 

We have 9 military installations in eastern N.C. (as you 
probably know), so we can relate to most everyone in the 
military, regardless of branch! Thank you so much for your 
service and the sacrifices you and your family are making. 
We appreciate you and pray for your health and safety. God 
bless!
-Debbie R. in Greenville, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for all that you do to keep our 
country safe and to ensure our freedom!!!!
-Cindy B. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

God Speed!  Thank you so much for your service.  You are 
all truly heroes!
-Charles G. in Garner, N.C. 

You are in our prayers for safety and a quick return home. 
Without your love of our country and VOLUNTEERING to 
protect us, we would be in grave danger. May God watch 
over you at all times. 
-Carol B. in Greensboro, N.C. 

As an 88-year-old veteran of WWII I can appreciate what 
you are going through.  I made it back OK, but lost a 
brother over there.  You have my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation for the sacrifices you are making.  I pray for your 
safe return, and I pray for our country!  
-Clarence Whitefield, Maj-AGC (US Army-Ret) in  Chapel 
Hill. N.C. 

Dear Soldiers, Thank you for your selfless service to our 
country and each other.  When I look at the news and see 
the challenges you face on a daily basis as you do your job, 
it makes me very proud of all you young Americans who 
are willing to serve.  You are America’s leaders, and with 
people like you, we will continue to be strong as a nation 
in the future.  Memorial Day remembers previous genera-
tions of Soldiers...and this renews our faith and apprecia-
tion for all you do today!  Thank you, God bless you and 
HOOAH!       
-Suzanne Carlton in Pinehurst, N.C. 

Very simply, I appreciate your service to this country - you 
help give us the freedom we enjoy.  Thank you.
-Anonymous

Thank you so much for the sacrifices you make each and 
every day.  I pray that God will continue to surround you 
and those you love with His grace and love.  Be safe!
-Cheryl C. in Marion, N.C. 

I am so proud of you and all the men you serve with!
-Chris C. in Lumberton, N.C. 

I want to let you know how proud I am to be an American, 
I don’t take your sacrifice for granted and I pray for you all 
the time.  I grieve when I hear of American Lives being lost.  
I could never do what you have so bravely done, to leave 
your home and to protect your country for the freedoms 
we so easily take for granted.  Thank you from the bottom 
of my heart.  My children and my grandchildren thank you.  
I pray for your safe return to your family and friends.  Now 
to him who is able to keep you from falling, be all glory 
and honor, dominion and power for ever and ever.  God 
Bless America! 
-Crystal C. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

We are so thankful for all you do and not only to you but 
to your family as well!!! Our prayers are for all of you to 
return home and for peace to be restored!!! 
-Mary Lou B. in Apex, N.C. 

Thank you and may God bless YOU!
-Cindy W. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thank you for keeping our nation free by sacrificing your 
time away from family and friends.  Stay safe and know 
someone in Cary N.C. is praying day and night for you.  
Prayers and Hugs.
-Crystal Ellison in Cary, N.C. 



Thank you so much for all that you do for our great coun-
try. The hardships you face in the field and your family 
faces at home can not be overlooked. I spent 22 years with 
my husband as he served and I am touched by the dedica-
tion of all active duty and retired service men and women. 
My prayers are with you always. Thank you again. God bless 
you and your families.
-Carol E. in Kitty Hawk, N.C. 

Active duty personnel and veterans amaze me. I always 
choke up when talking about your service to our country. 
I thank you from the bottom of my heart for working daily 
not just for the freedoms we enjoy here in the US, but to 
bring even an ounce of those freedoms to other areas of 
our world. I thank you on behalf of my daughter as well 
who is able to grow and dream and become whatever her 
heart desires. She has few limitations on her future, and a 
great deal of that freedom of choice is due to the liberty 
our soldiers secure for us. I know your family misses you 
and you them. My thoughts are with you for your safe 
return.
-Christina in N.C.

Thank You! Thank You! We appreciate you and we pray for 
your safety as you serve to protect our Country.
-Rachel C. in Raleigh, N.C. 

My grandson is back in states after 2 yrs. in Italy with Air 
Force.  He is such an outstanding young man and I hope 
he finds New Mexico as good as Italy.  He loves his country 
and will defend it to best of his ability.  Wish there were 
more young men following in his footsteps.  So proud of 
him and all our soldiers.
-Charlene K. in North Myrtle Beach, SC 

From a former Marine and Vietnam Combat Marine , I 
understand the pressures you are under , and I want you 
to know that everyone back home is proud of your service 
to our Country and for the sacrifices you and your fellow 
servicemen are making. God Bless and we hope you’re 
home soon.
-Charlie T. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Dear Soldier: Thank you for your servant heart, for your 
courage and bravery and willingness to sacrifice personally 
so that all Americans can enjoy freedom and safety.  Thank 
you for your valor and for putting your life on the line for 
every American.  Please know that you are in our prayers 
and that you are not alone, whether in the US or overseas. 
Thank you deeply.   
-Dr. & Mrs. Gary G. in Cary, N.C. 

Dear Defender of America:You are so brave to be where 
you are now - away from your homes and families, putting 
your life on line for our country.  You are in my prayers and 
I sincerely hope you will return safe and intact. I can only 
imagine how brave you must be doing what you are doing.  
You are a true patriot and hero and I congratulate you for 
your courage and good character. Having worked at Ameri-
can Embassies around the world and working closely with 
the Marine Security Guards, I developed a keen knowledge 
of what it takes to be in the military, especially in this time 
of unrest and risk of danger every moment. Stay safe. Be 
of good spirit and know that you are thought of daily and 
greatly appreciated. 
-Ramona Maximillian in Burnsville, N.C. 

We support all of you - wherever you are and pray for your 
safe return. Forty two years ago, my husband returned from 
Vietnam...we know what you are going through..different 
setting...same circumstances....fighting for our country so 
we all can be free..be safe and be strong.  God Bless You 
All!
-Cheryl in Leland, N.C. 

Thank you for you service for out country. That sounds 
like such a little thing to say for all you do for us. Having 
a father and son-in-law in the marines makes me aware of 
the sacrifices you all make to be able to keep us free. Thank 
you again. 
Cheryl W. in Bath, N.C. 

My like-my-own-son nephew is in Special Forces, so I’ve 
seen first-hand all the dedication and hardship that is re-
quired by our servicemen and -women.  We are so grateful 
and appreciative for the job you do so well!
-Carol in Weaverville, N.C.

Your service to our country is a gift to all Americans that 
can not be measured. My prayers are with all of you every-
day. God Bless you! 
-Chris D. in Greenville, N.C. 



Thank you for your dedication!  I can not begin to express 
the appreciation & pride that I carry with me, in my heart, 
every day for you and your comrades.  When I saw the 
“Eyes on Fort Bragg” photo essay in Our State magazine, 
I wept and was reminded of all that I am and should be 
thankful for daily.  Your bravery and dedication to our great 
country is appreciated by those who you will never meet.  
My prayers are with you also.  “May you feel our Father’s 
loving arms around you always.  Keep him safe & send 
your Holy Spirit to comfort and guide him.”  Thank you!
-Anonymous

Thank you for your service! Your bravery and courage in 
volunteering to serve our great country is inspiring! God’s 
speed and safety be with you and your families!
-Christina B. in Statesville, N.C.

Please know that every day I pray for you and your family, 
for your safety, strength, and alertness to perform your mis-
sion. May God keep you all in the palm of His hand.   
-Steward Smith, (Retired)  Chaplain, USAF in Goldsboro, 
N.C. 

Please know that you are always in my thoughts and 
prayers.  The prayer is that you will be kept safe, returned 
to your families, and find peace in your life.
-Carol H. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

My step-dad was a World War II Veteran and my son and 
daughter-in law are currently serving abroad in the US Air 
Force. I thank God every day for our brave military men 
and women who sacrifice the closeness of families and 
homes in order to maintain our freedom and safety. You 
deserve to be honored and revered as special individuals 
in this world and have a special place in the hearts of all 
Americans. God Bless You and Thank You for your service!
-Cindy G. in Huntersville, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for your service.  I appreciate 
what you are doing and the sacrifices of your family as 
well.  May God keep you in the palm of His hand and may 
you seek Him in all things.
-Anonymous

Thank you all for what you are doing for us.  My prayers 
are with you and your families.
-Cindy J. in Havre de Grace, MD

God bless you for your service to our country.  Thank you 
for all you have sacrificed.  I pray that God will watch over 
you and keep you safe.
-Cathy in Knight, N.C. 

Home of the free because of the brave. Thank you. Thank 
you. Thank you.
-Clarie K. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Thank you and your families for all of your sacrifices to 
keep us free.
-Cindy in N.C.

Thank you for all you do to give me my freedom.  You are 
not alone.  God is assisting you and battling alone side of 
you.  God be in you mind, body and soul.
-Anonymous

Even though I don’t have anyone I know personally fight-
ing this war, I want to extend my thanks to each and every 
one of you for all that you do.  You are doing a wonderful 
job.  Thank you for protecting us!
-Amy in Florida

There are no words to adequately thank you for your hard 
work and sacrifices you make to defend this country’s free-
doms.  You are the greatest!!!
-Carolyn G. in Alexander, N.C. 

I would like to thank you for your service. Prayers for your 
support and safety.
-Anonymous

Sincere thanks for protecting our freedoms! Praying for 
your safe return home.
-Melissa H. in Wilmington, N.C. 

I just want to say Thanks to you & your families for sacrific-
ing so much to keep our Nation safe & free.  I served but 
was fortunate to be in the National Guard & later in life 
worked in a VA facility.  Got to know many of your fellow 
troops from many engagements & always look to them as 
our Country’s Hero’s.  Keep up the good fight & we’ll keep 
up the good fight here as citizens to make sure that our 
gvt. takes care of your lifelong needs. 
-Bill in Leland, N.C. 



Words cannot truly express the gratitude I feel for the won-
derful job you are doing to give us the freedom we experi-
ence every day.  I have the utmost respect for you soldiers 
and I am so pleased to have this opportunity to thank you.  
Whenever I am traveling and run into soldiers, I stop and 
take the opportunity to thank them for putting their lives 
on the line so that I can be free and comfortable every 
day in my little corner of the world.  Seeing the soldiers 
reminds me of the day my daddy came home from the 
Pacific at the end of World War II.  I had not seen my daddy 
since I was 2 months old.  I was 2 years old when he came 
home in 1945 and I didn’t know who he was.  He told my 
mother, with a tear running down his cheek, that never 
a day would pass for the rest of his life that his little girl 
wouldn’t know her daddy.  He made very sure that I knew 
how much I was loved for the rest of his life, and I made 
sure that he knew how proud I was of him for defending 
our country and making us safe.  Thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart!  You are blessed for your perseverance.
-Connie K. in Mars Hill, N.C.

Thank you for your sacrifice of time away from your family 
to help protect other people whom you have never met. 
Thank you for being there to keep our freedom ongoing. 
-Gale C. in Louisburg, N.C. 

Thank you for your dedication, courage and loyalty. I am 
proud of you and to be an American. God bless.
-Cos B. in Southern Pines, N.C.

There are not enough words to thank you and your family 
for your sacrifices. May God Bless you, Hold you and Keep 
you until you return safely home.
-C. W. in Charlotte, N.C.

I would just like to thank you for your willingness to put 
yourself in harm’s way by serving in our military and pro-
tecting the freedoms too many Americans take for granted. 
May God bless you and all your brothers in arms!
-Curtis S. in Conover, N.C.

Our thanks to all our soldiers for the dedication and the 
sacrifices you make for all of us.  Our son has served for 15 
years and has been out of the country with his family for 3 

years. Over the years has has served in 3 different conflicts 
(war zones) so we know what all of your families are going 
through.  He always says to us when he leaves - “If God 
brings you to it, He will bring you through it.”  May God 
Bless the hands that hold this and the eyes that read this 
and hold you in the palm of His hands.  God Bless!
-Cindy & Tony W. in Fuquay-Varina, N.C.

Thank you for your bravery and commitment to freedom 
for us and others as you are stationed in the U.S. and 
around the world.  We are truly indebted to you and can 
never repay what you are doing.  You are in our thoughts 
and prayers and have our deepest gratitude.
-Charlotte B. in Raleigh, N.C.

Dear American Soldier,You’re farther away from home than 
I am; I’m a North Carolinian currently in San Antonio, TX.  
I work at Randolph Air Force Base and see daily e-mails 
about all our “heroes” are accomplishing.  My thoughts 
and prayers are with you as you work to protect ours and 
others freedom.  May God keep you safe and bless you real 
good!  Thank you for your service and protection, and I 
wish you Godspeed back to our Tarheel State!
-Clara H. in N.C.

Thanks for being willing to do what needs to be done to 
keep us free and safe. We have 3 military persons in our 
family, Army National Guard after serving 8 yrs. in the regu-
lar Army, Air Force and our latest in the Marines. We know 
what it’s like to have family and friends serving and we 
stand to salute you. Thanks!!!!! 
-Nancy in Southport, N.C.

To all who serve in the US Military, Thank you for all of 
your sacrifices so we the people can live the American 
dream. Thank you also to the families of those who serve. 
Your sacrifices are not always acknowledged. God Bless 
you all and God Bless the USA.
-Jerome B. in Moycock, N.C. 

Thank you for your bravery and sacrifice for standing up 
for our country and our ideals.  Your courage is greatly 
admired.  My husband served at Biloxi AFB as a doctor just 
after the end of the Viet Nam conflict and saw firsthand the 
courage of those who fought and served and were wound-
ed.  May God keep you safe while you are in harm’s way.  I 
cannot thank you enough for the gift of freedom that you 
give to me and my family and future Americans.  -Lynn 
Conrad in Houston, TX



Thank you for protecting us and serving our country.
-Anonymous

Thank you so much for putting your life on the line for  
our country. Our freedom is precious  and well worth 
defending.
-Anonymous

I’ve just moved from Fayetteville & will always know that 
Fort Bragg is indeed the center of the military universe. 
Thanks to those that have served, as well as to those that 
continue to hold & protect our country. You are in our 
hearts, minds & prayers. 
-Cynthia B. in Pinehurst, N.C.

As a veteran and proud US Citizen...I thank you for your 
commitment to keeping freedom alive.  I tried to explain 
to my 9 year old daughter why “freedom is not free” as we 
toured our nations capital last weekend.  Thank you for 
giving me such wonderful examples to be able to convey 
to her that daddies, mommies, sons and daughters are out 
there still paying for our freedom today.  God bless each 
and every one of you...where ever you may be!!!
-Dee Dee in N.C.

I want to send a note of gratitude and thanks to you 
for your selfless service to our country.  I pray that God 
protects you as you protect us and the freedom we hold 
dear.  Just know that there are people praying for you...for 
strength, wisdom, comfort and protection!  Every time I 
see a service man or woman, I am reminded of the sacri-
fice that you willingly pay so I can be free to live in this 
great country.  I pray it is always a free country! Take care 
and know that you are loved, prayed for and respected by 
those of us who understand your sacrifice!
The Dail Family: Rod (USMC), Nancy (US Army), Nikki and 
Russ (soon to enlist) in Pittsboro, N.C. 

I was always fascinated by the stories that my friends 
grandfathers used to tell me about war. Fighting for your 
country, they said, was the most honorable thing a man 
could do for it. What I soon realized after conversing with 
them for quite some time, was that their sacrifices were 
so numerous that my imagination could not comprehend. 

Families were left behind to support themselves while they 
were away. This has made me grow a stronger sense of ap-
preciation to the troops and my heart warm gratitude goes 
out to them. Thank you for keeping me and my family safe.
-Daniel R. in Laytonsville, N.C. 

Thanks for your service; be safe. We are praying for you 
daily. Dave Miller, an old soldier.
-David M. in Fayetteville, N.C. 

Dear Solider,Thank you for your Service and Sacrifices 
for protecting our freedoms here at home. You are in my 
prayers daily and hope to have you all back home soon! 
God Bless You and Your Families!
-Bill D. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thanks so much for all the sacrifices you are making for 
our country! Daily prayers are with you and your families!
-Anonymous

I am so proud of your service and devotion to our country.  
I always pray for our men in the Armed Services.  Your brav-
ery and courage is not going unnoticed by the American 
Citizens. We also keep your families in our prayers.  Keep 
the faith and trust in God.
-Gloria J. in Southern Pines, N.C.

Thank you so very much for your bravery and dedication 
to freedom and democracy!  Thank you for being willing to 
put your life on the line!  May God give you strength and 
take you safely home to your family and friends.  You are 
not forgotten - thank you for serving America!  God bless 
you!!!
-Doris B. in Pfafftown, N.C.

On this Memorial Day, I would just like to say that I thank 
all of you so much for the sacrifices you give for the free-
dom we have each and every day. My prayers go out to all 
of you. My hope is that each and every one of you return 
HOME safely. Again thank you all!
-Debra D. in Thomasville, N.C. 

I salute you for all the sacrifices you have made for me and 
everyone else in the country.  Each and every one of you 
have put your lives on the line for this country and free-
dom.  There is not a more unselfish thing you could have 
done and for that, I thank you and my family thanks you.
-David A. in Greenville, N.C. 



Hey Guys!  We appreciate all you do for us!  Keep the 
Faith!
-Donnie C. in Franklin, N.C. 

Dear Trooper,Thanks for your service. We all depend upon 
you. Your and your families sacrifices are known and 
greatly appreciated. We can never repay you.
-J. Ed B. in Raleigh, N.C.

Just a note to let you know that you are not forgotten. Your 
service and sacrifice are appreciated. Wherever you are 
today know that I am praying for your safe return to home 
and family. Thank you for serving.
-Anonymous

THANK YOU, Thank You, Thank You - For all that you have 
done and continue to do to preserve our freedoms. No 
mere words can truly express our gratitude.
-Dean G. in Youngsville, N.C. 

Memorial Day 2010
Breeze slaps bold stripes
Halyards clank    
     echoes ripple down the pole
Brass notes slice silence
Taps.
She slips into awaiting uniformed arms
corners tri-fold-tuck with care
Blue field, embroidered stars
look to heaven. Taps.
-Deanna K. in Sapphire, N.C. 

I don’t know where you’re currently stationed or what sort 
of duty you’re assigned to. If you are currently separated 
from your family, that must be difficult. I think it’s nice that 
Our State N.C. Magazine gave its readers the opportunity 
to share these notes along with the Fort Bragg issue so that 
we can offer up our thanks for your willingness to serve. It 
takes a special spirited individual to represent our country 
elsewhere, and do it in a way that makes your fellow coun-
trymen (and women) proud. Thank you for taking on that 
task ... when your service days are over, be sure to visit (or 
settle in) N.C.. There’s not a prettier state in the union or 
one that’s more military supportive.
-Debra W. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Greetings from the east coast!  As summer approaches and 
we here at home take for granted our seasonal activities 
at the beach or the mountains,  please know that you are 
still in our thoughts, hearts and prayers.  May God keep you 
safe and protect you as you serve our country. With admira-
tion and gratitude.
-Debra G. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Hey Soldiers, I can’t say enough thank yous for ALL you are 
doing to keep us safe.  You are in my thoughts and prayers, 
along with millions of others in the states.  GOD BLESS 
YOU and GOD BLESS AMERICA!!! Sending blessings.
-Deborah N. in Angleton, TX

As I start the day with 14 three year olds at preschool, we 
say the pledge of allegiance. It makes me so proud to try 
and tell them what they say makes a difference. I have had 
some of my parents tell me this year, that their children 
insist on saying the pledge after their nightly prayers!  I am 
proud to be an American and start the seed of indepen-
dence and justice for all!  
-Debbie R. in Greensboro, N.C.

Dear Soldier, As a native of N.C., I’m so proud of the ser-
vicemen at all of our posts.  We thoroughly enjoyed and ap-
preciated the Cherry Point Marine Base Air Show recently 
and  were blown away by the technology and fine spirit 
and skill exhibited there.  I was reminded of how difficult 
and dangerous it is for those of you stationed in foreign 
lands.  We are so grateful and proud of you for encounter-
ing and fighting our enemies all around the world.  I pray 
for you every night -- for your safety and speedy return 
to your home and family.  May God bless and keep you.  
We salute you all and thank you so much for your service 
wherever you are.  Please take care of yourself!
-Debbie and Mike G. in Raleigh, N.C. 

My father served in the Army in WWII.  My husband and 
brother were both in the Navy during the Viet Nam era.  
Our family is very grateful for all you do to protect us and 
you continue to be in our hearts and prayers daily. God 
bless you all.
 -The LeForce and Green families in Middletown, OH

I just want you to know how much your serving in the 
armed forces is appreciated.  I pray you stay well and will 
return home soon. God Bless You!
-Donna H. in Efland, N.C. 



Dear Soldiers. My father served in WWII, my husband as a 
reservist during the Vietnam war, and my nephew served a 
year in Iraq.  You all - then and now - deserve all the grati-
tude we could ever give you.  Without you, the USA would 
not be free and be the country we know and love.  God 
Bless each and every one of you. May you return home 
from battle safely and into the arms of loved ones. We love 
each and everyone of you. I’m an American who is proud 
of our soldiers.
-Diane Martin in Matthews, N.C. 

We live in the greatest country in the world because of 
the sacrifice you are making to preserve our freedom. I am 
praying for you, that God will give you the courage you 
need and bring you home safely. Thank you!!
-Diana D. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thanks is not enough for what these soldiers do but it is 
what I have to offer.  My prayers are with you and your 
families.  Bless all of you.
-Diane C. in Hickory, N.C. 

I want to give you my sincere thanks for ALL that you are 
doing for the cause of freedom today!
-Diane T. in Kernersville, N.C. 

There are not enough words to express how proud and 
thankful for all you do to keep our country safe. Your cour-
age and strength are what our country is built on. From the 
bottom of my heart, I thank you, and pray for your contin-
ued safety. God Bless You and keep you safe. -Diana K. in 
Winston-Salem, N.C.

The task ahead of you is never as great as the power be-
hind you. God and the American people salute and support 
you. Godspeed warriors!!
-Nyle W. in Youngsville, N.C. 

Thank you so much for serving.  We pray for you daily and 
wish for you and your family God’s richest blessings and 
your soon safe return home.
-Billy and Donna in Durham, N.C. 

We thank you, and God bless you. May faith and courage be 
with you each day.
-Anonymous

To all the men & women fighting for our country.  Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart.  I have several brothers 
that served in Vietnam War and I know the pain your fami-
lies must be enduring with you away.  I appreciate all that 
you are doing and I hope and pray you all make it home 
safe and sound back to your own families which I am sure 
misses you tremendously.
-D. K. in Stanley, N.C.

Many Thanks and Appreciation of the Sacrifices you make 
each day. I’m proud of you all! We must all remember Our 
Freedom is not free.  It’s dedicated people like yourself 
working to protect it. May God Bless and keep you safe! 
-Dean L. in Monroe, N.C. 

Thank you for all you are doing for our country.  You are in 
our thoughts & our hearts as we approach not only Flag 
Day but July 4, our independence day!  We appreciate the 
hardships that you and your families endure to keep this 
country safe.  There are not enough words to really express 
our appreciation.  Thank you!
-Anonymous

I’d like to thank you, American soldier, for all you do for me. 
No matter how bleak things sometimes seem for our re-
public, you put your very life at stake every day to remind 
me of who we are, what we do, and most important, why. 
When I watched our President and your commander-in-
chief at the Fort Hood memorial neglect to salute those 
murdered there, I wonder just where we’re headed. But 
then I think of you and I know it will all be okay because 
of you. Thank you, God bless you, and please return home 
safely to a grateful nation.
-Chris P. in Willow Spring, N.C. 

My husband and I want to say a heart felt “THANK YOU!” 
for your sacrifices you are making for us and for our 
country. We take so much for granted that people in our 
countries will never get to experience. Remember that 
people all over the US are holding you up in prayer daily 
and want you to come home safely. Remember Philippians 
4:13 which states, “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” Stay strong and stay safe.
-Bruce and Rama Jean Franklin in Morganton, N.C. 



Thanks is not enough for all you do for this great coun-
try of ours.  The sacrifices you have made and continue 
to make are appreciated more than you know.  You are a 
HERO in the hearts of millions, so with that I say a sincere 
THANK YOU and GOD BLESS!!!
-Don S. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Dear Soldier:  Thank you for your service and sacrifice 
for our country. I know that you willingly put yourself in 
harms way so folks like me at home do not have to live the 
way you see abroad.  At this crossroads of our country you 
are a light shining for what we stand for and heritage we 
were founded on.  I pray God will keep you safe and in His 
care sheltered in His love and covered in His protection.  
Psalms 91:11 and Phillipians 4:13-20.  Thank you for doing 
your job.  God Bless.
-Donna D. in Rockingham, N.C. 

Please know that we appreciate everything you are doing 
for the good ole USA.  Your efforts are NOT going unno-
ticed.  Our thoughts & prayers are with you always.  Keep 
up the good work & let us know if you need anything.  You 
may write to let us know.  
Dotti & Hal Curtis
The Curtis Family, 418 John Winstead Road, Louisburg, N.C. 
27549. 

Thank your for your courage and the bravery that you ex-
hibit every day so that we at home can go about our lives 
with a feeling of safety and confidence.  We believe in all 
that you are doing and will keep you in our hearts all the 
while you are away.
-Doris W. in Greenville, SC

For all that you do - thank you!  For all the days away from 
loved ones, for all the hard work, for standing proud and 
serving - thank you! You are a hero for all time.
-Ret CPO Tom P in Williamsburg, VA

I appreciate your military service to allow us freedom.  I 
support you with thoughts and prayers. 
-Deb W. in Madison, N.C. 

Thanks for all that you do and do with out a second 

thought.  I know a great soldier who was in World War II.  
My father-in-law, Newling Richey, was with the 737 tank 
battalion. He was with Patton and the were called “Patton 
Spearheaders.  So I know what hero’s you are, we all love 
you and do pray for you each and every day. God Bless.
-Andrea R. in Greensboro, N.C. 

As a Gulf War veteran I appreciate your sacrifice and love 
of country.  I pray daily that you be kept out of harms way.  
Thank you for your service and safe return to your loved 
ones at home.
-Don R. in Raleigh, N.C. 

My grandfather served in the army during WWII and my 
father served in the Navy after the Korean War. I know lots 
of people have lost loved in the current global unrest and I 
feel privileged to live in a county where people volunteer 
to serve their county in the armed forces.  The willingness 
to give their lives for the freedom of the fellow country-
men and even the millions of illegal aliens that now live in 
the USA is truly the ultimate sacrifice and the women and 
men of our armed forces are all heroes to my family and 
me.
-Diana in Winston-Salem, N.C.

Thanks to all of you who are serving abroad in the Armed 
Forces. We thank you for your sacrifices and hope you are 
home soon.   Thanks Again!!
-Darryl S. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Just a note of thanks for your service to the people of the 
United States of America.  My prayers are with you for a 
safe return home.  MANY THANKS!!
-Tyson C. in Hillsborough, N.C. 

As a DoD Civilian working on Fort Bragg, I am reminded 
daily of the sacrifices made by soldiers as I interact with 
their families.  It’s important to thank Soldiers for their 
sacrifices but it’s just as important to thank soldier’s fami-
lies.  They stay here and go through the daily grind while 
their loved one is in harms way. A big thank you to military 
FAMILIES!!
-Dave V. in Pinehurst, N.C. 

My thanks to all the men and women, and their families, 
that have served our country in the military.  A special 
heartfelt thanks to those that died while serving, in body or 
in spirit.  Because of all your sacrifices our society enjoys a 
life of freedom envied around the world.
-Anonymous



Dear Soldier,
As you are over there serving our country and I am sit-
ting here in my home enjoying the freedom you fight to 
preserve, I wonder what I can say to you beyond thank 
you, job well done.  If it were not for soldiers like you, my 
father who served in WWII, my nephew who is in Afghani-
stan now and my nephew in the US Army who has already 
deployed twice over there, we here at home would not 
be enjoying the freedom we have. We all owe you a debt 
of gratitude and it is the very least that I can do to write 
this letter to convey that thought to you. When Our State 
magazine emailed me about this letter campaign I jumped 
at the chance for I have been wanting to write to a soldier 
for a long time but did not know how.........

In these days of email, cell phones and text messaging, 
letter-writing is becoming a lost art and that is a shame. 
When I was in college I remember being far from home 
and expectantly checking my mailbox for letters from 
home. They made the lonely hours pass more quickly. So 
perhaps this letter-writing campaign will take on a life of 
its own and be a start to a renewed interest in written cor-
respondence once again. Who knows, right?

I just wanted to say thanks for a job well done.  Keep your 
spirits up and remember that those back home are very 
proud of you and thankful for the job you do and the risks 
you take every day.
-Deb W. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

Thank you for your huge sacrifice to protect our freedoms 
and the freedoms of others. Our prayers are with you. May 
God keep you and your families safe.
-Mike & Debbie W. in Weddington, N.C. 

Just wanted to let you know that your service for our 
county is definitely appreciated. My grandfather served in 
WWI, my dad in WWII, a classmate died at the age of 20 in 
Vietnam (he was like a brother to me), my deceased hus-
band served in the Navy and my current husband served in 
the Air Force and in the Seabees. Thank you for your love of 
country and may the Lord protect you until you return to 
your family and friends. God bless you!
-Edith H. in Glade Valley, N.C. 

We simply want you to know how much we appreciate 
you and the sacrifices you have made, and continue to 
make, on behalf of our country.  Freedom isn’t free - you 
and your family have paid the price for the freedoms we so 
often take for granted.  May you always remember that you 
are in our thoughts and prayers and that you are appreci-
ated more than you will ever know.  Thank you seems so 
inadequate - there just are not words to express how much 
it means that you are willing to do all that you do to keep 
our country safe.  Thank you for your courage, your dedica-
tion, and your sacrifice.
-E. B. in Holly Springs, N.C. 

Thank You for all you & others have done to ensure our 
Freedom. God Bless America & Bless the Living & the Fami-
lies of those that have made the Ultimate sacrifice . Prayers 
for your safe return to your Loved Ones.
-Eva B. in Roseboro, N.C. 

It is difficult to find the right words to thank you for your 
sacrifice and service to our country.  You are in my prayers, 
and my God bless you and return you safely home to your 
family.
-Eileen S. in Clarksville, VA

We appreciate the service you give for our country each 
day. And for the sacrifice your family gives to support you. 
Our daughter is currently in Kuwait and Skype is a great 
tool to “see” her.  May God bless you and your family. 
-Jean & Billy in Wilmington, N.C. 

To all of our wonderful people serving with the armed 
forces:We appreciate your service for our freedom, and we 
are praying for each and every one of you. 
-Tom & Linda W. in Monroe, N.C.

Thank you for your service. We truly appreciate what you 
are doing for us and continue to pray for out troops.
-Dawn in New Bern, N.C. 

Thank you for sharing your life, time and family me and my 
family that we will continue to live in a safe place. Your ser-
vice for your country has not gone unnoticed by me. Know 
you are thought of and prayed for daily and I will never be 
able to thank you enough for all you have gone through 
and for what you continue to go through so that we may 
be protected. God be with you and guide you. 
-Elaine H. in Hickory, N.C.



Hi, I would like to thank you for serving as a soldier to 
protect us and foster good will around the world.  Your sac-
rifice is greatly appreciated and I do pray the Hand of God 
will overshadow you and protect you during your service.
-Betty E. in Raleigh, N.C.

We at Elayne’s Woodcrafts  want to thank you and all wom-
en and men serving our country.  Thank you for what ever 
you do to serve and protect the United States of America, 
here in N.C., Afghanistan, or any place you are.
Elayne and William Bush in Mantaep, N.C. 

God bless you and your family for keeping mine safe and 
free!  
-Ellen S. in Richmond, VA

Thank you for all that you do.  Thank you for serving our 
country in order that we can have our freedom. We take so 
much for granted.  God Bless You All. Be safe and take care.
-Joyce B. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country.  You are in our 
hearts!
-Anonymous

Thank you for your service and your love for people.  You 
will never know how much your dedication is appreciated.  
-Anonymous

Sometimes, it is difficult to imagine a war that is so very far 
away from our United States shores. It is, however, very real 
to those who are fighting to defend the freedoms of oth-
ers. Thank you very much for doing a job that so few are 
opting to do at this time. Thank you for protecting others, 
especially the people you encounter on a daily basis. But, 
thank you, also, for those of us whom you do not see on a 
daily basis, but are aware of your presence. Thanks!
-E.M. in Connecticut 

Our prayer is that God will keep you safe and out of harm’s 
way.  Thank you for your service to your country!
The Maxwell Family in Newport News, VA

Hi, Thank you for being there! You are giving our nation 
and the world the chance to make better decisions and 
have the opportunity to enjoy peace and hope by your 
sacrifice. You’re never forgotten and always in our prayers!
-Anonymous in Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for standing up for our country. I 
am so proud of you. I don’t know your name,but I feel that 
I know the kind of person that you are and you are in my 
heart and my prayers. come home soon.
-Elaine P. in Lenoir, N.C. 

Thank you for your unwavering dedication to serve and 
protect our country. I pray that God will give you wisdom 
and grant you protection to get the job done and return 
home safely to your loved ones. You are brave heros that 
still believe in the red, white and blue.  You are appreci-
ated!!! And for that I salute you and wish you God speed. 
-Sue G. in Sims, N.C. 

To all the Men and Women in the Armed Services of our 
country, I would like to thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for allowing us to enjoy the many freedoms that 
we have.  It is because of your choice to be in the armed 
services that the rest of us can enjoy the luxury of freedom 
of speech and the many everyday opportunities we have 
that we take for granted.  Thank you for allowing me, and 
millions of other Americans, these privileges.  My prayers 
are lifted up for you, your families and our Armed Forces 
leaders for your safety and guidance in the leadership you 
provide.
-Liz S. in Chapel Hill, N.C. 

My prayers and thoughts are always with all of you serving 
this great country. With out you, and others like you in the 
past, we would not be the greatest country on earth. Thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. Be safe.
-Eddie W. in Loxley, AL

Thank you so much for the sacrifices you make to keep 
our country safe and free.  All of you are in our thoughts 
and prayers, as are your families.  God bless each one of 
you!
-Anonymous

Your service to our country will always be appreciated. I 
pray that God will be with you. May you be safe from harm.
-Kitsey F. in Wallace, N.C. 



Thank you for your sacrifice and thank your families for 
their sacrifices for this country and the people in it, even 
the ones that are not grateful.  Bless you and may the Good 
Lord keep you safe.
-F. Perry in Statesville, N.C. 

We appreciate the role you have in protecting the liber-
ties that are so valuable to us in the United States.  You and 
your family are in my prayers.
-Alice B. in Mooresville, N.C. 

As a veteran of Vietnam, Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Free-
dom, let me say “thank you” from the bottom of my heart 
to all our brave men and women who are on today’s front 
lines of freedom.  You all are in my hearts and prayers every 
day.  Bravo Zulu to each and every one of you!
-Fred D. in Moravian Falls, N.C. 

Hi Soldier,Thank you for the service you are doing to keep 
our country safe. My spouse served in USAF during the 
50’s & Korean War-- he is deceased now(1994). We lived in 
N.C. from after his trek in service & I moved here in 1999-- 
nothing like “Tar Heel Country” though. Knowing you must 
be homesick for your family/state I hope this note will let 
you know you are missed too. Please be careful wherever 
you are & know you are so brave & true to our country. 
I haven’t seen such love from Americans as is shown to 
you since WW2.My uncle was one who died in Normandy. 
Love To You & All Serving To Keep US Free---” GOD BLESS 
AMERICA “ & All Serving.
-Peggy F. in Florida

Thanks from the bottom of my heart for risking your life to 
protect our country and citizens.  I pray for God to protect 
you and give you the courage in these troubling times.
-Fern W. in Statesville, N.C.

Good Morning, Good Evening, or Good Night, where ever 
you might be. Please know that we are so thankful for your 
service and bravery in protecting our Great Land.  We pray 
that you will be safe and will be home soon to all of those 
who love you.  Thank you again, Our Hero.
-Robbie S. in Hickory, N.C. 

Thank you for your sacrifice and all that you do to keep us 
safe.  We are very proud of you.
-George S. in Orlando, FL

Thank you for all that you do for our great country.  My 
husband was in Viet Nam in 1970 and then stationed at 
Fort Bragg in 1971 after being sent to the hospital in Fort 
Bragg, so this base holds a special place in our hearts.
-Faye K. in Burlington, N.C. 

Thanks to all the women and men who are keeping us safe 
and free.
-Faye D. in Statesville, N.C. 

Thank you is not enough!  I want you to know that you are 
so appreciated, that you are loved and that you are prayed 
for by those of us who know the great service you provide 
for us to keep up free and safe. 
-Frankie M. in Rutherfordton, N.C. 

We Americans here in the USA support you and what you 
are doing for us and our children’s freedom 110%. Thank 
you, Thank you, Thank you!
-Michael T. in Charlotte, N.C. 

I chose to live the blue collar life after I got out of school 
so I cannot say that I know how it feels to leave loved ones 
behind to go into foreign lands and foreign ideas, thoughts, 
food and culture to protect our liberty. You stand between 
those who despise what America stands for and us. You 
take the bullets and the bomb blasts and blazing heat and 
swirling sands so we don’t have to and yet there are those 
who do not appreciate what you do. There are those who 
only criticize you and what you do there. You are the fight-
ing men and women who stand taller than them and fight 
for them too (though personally, I think those who criti-
cize should be shipped overseas to some other country). 
Your work is not going unnoticed. You are in a noble cause. 
Do not be discouraged in your efforts. There are many 
who think about you and pray to their Higher Power for 
your safety and protection. I want to personally thank you 
for your sacrifices that you have made for us as a country 
and for me as an individual. Stand tall and proud and stand 
between me and the enemy. May God bless all of you for 
what you are doing.
-Aaron Yarbrough in Welcome, N.C. 

You are all in  my prayers every day, asking for your pro-
tection and for your families well being as you serve our 
country. Thank you for serving.
-Shirley F. in Rutherfordton, N.C.



Hi, I want to say thank you for your service to our country. 
Because of your bravery and commitment we all here in 
the United States can enjoy our most wonderful right of 
freedom. My prayers and best wishes that you stay safe and 
return home soon. - -Florence R-S. in Baltimore, MD

I am grateful for your sacrifice.
-David P. in Burlington, N.C. 

We know that you endure many hardships to defend our 
country and we are most grateful. Our freedom is precious 
and through your efforts we enjoy many freedoms that 
other countries do not have. We pray that God will bless 
you and keep you safe and return you to your families 
soon. Thank you!
-Furman R. in High Point, N.C. 

Hello from N.C., I just want you to know that we are 
always thinking of you and your devotion to the U.S.A. I 
appreciate ALL that you do for our country. You are very 
special and I know God is with you. You are always in our 
thoughts and prayers. I can only imagine how difficult it 
must be at times but I am sure it can be rewarding as well. 
May God Bless you and keep you safe! 
-Gary D. in N.C.

I wanted to let you know how much I appreciate what 
you are doing to protect us and our freedom.  You and your 
family’s sacrifice is the greatest gift you can give to Amer-
ica.  Please know that you are in our prayers for wisdom 
and safety as you perform your duty. I don’t know if you 
will receive my email address with this note, but if you do, 
and there is anything I can do for you or your family, please 
let me know.  God Bless you and God Bless America! 
-Gary Cooper in Charlotte, N.C. 

Thanks for all you do!
-Kimbrell in Abingdon, VA

My husband and I wish to thank you for giving of yourself 
to secure our freedom.  We are blessed to have this free-
dom while you are giving up so much.  We pray for your 
safety and a quick return home.  My husband, Gary, is a Viet 
Nam veteran, he understands.  Blessings.
-Jill R. in Hickory, N.C. 

May God Bless and protect you and your family in all that 
you do. Thank you so much for your willingness to serve 
and protect all of us. 
-Gay H. in Lexington, N.C. 

You are in my prayers always for protection and God’s 
loving hands over you.  I am so thankful for what you do to 
keep the USA safe and free.
-Georgie B. in Aberdeen, N.C. 

Bless you!  Thank you for the sacrifices you make to 
protect the freedoms we enjoy. My prayer is that God will 
watch over you and keep you out of harms way and bring 
you safely back home to those who love you!
-Gayle C. in Rockingham, N.C. 

I am so proud of our current and past soldiers. Having 
served in the Army in Viet Nam, I know how it feels to be 
so far from home. It is these men and women who keep us 
free and living in the best nation in the world. Our soldiers 
who serve in the United States are also key to our mainta-
ing our freedom. I want to say thanks to all who have or 
are serving our nation no matter their current location.
-Gerald B. in Raleigh, N.C.

Dear American Freedom Fighter:I sit here in the USA a free 
man today because of you and your fellow soldiers. I can 
never repay you for what you are doing to protect our way 
of life, but I can thank you and let you know that you and 
your family have my total support and prayers. You are a 
REAL American hero. May God bless you and protect you.
-Gary H. in Raleigh, N.C. 

May God bless you. Thank you for all you do for our coun-
try. You will remain in my prayers. Peace.
-Glenda H. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Words cannot describe the love, support, pride and prayers 
I convey to all of you who are so willing to put your lives 
on the line for our freedom.  May God Bless you and Pro-
tect you always.  You are all heroes!
-Doris F. in Swannanoa, N.C. 

I want to thank you for putting your life on the line every-
day for my safety and well being.  Each and everyone of 
you are in my prayers everyday.  May God bless each and 
everyone of you.
-Gary A. in Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 



To all the service men and women of the USA. On behalf 
of this Australian (whose mum is American) Keep the faith, 
You are to be praised. Keep up the fight and we’re behind 
you all the way. We’ll raise a toast in your name and may 
you stay safe and come home as soon as you can. God Bless 
America. 
-Glen T. in Australia 

Thank for protecting the freedoms of my family, friends, 
and nation.  May God provide a hedge of protection around 
you as you perform your duties.  You are not forgotten and 
are remembered in prayers throughout this state and the 
country.  Return home safely to your family and loved ones.
-Glenda in N.C.

We thank God for you and we deeply appreciate the sac-
rifices you are making for your county.  Never believe that 
the people of America are not supporting you and your 
efforts.
-LaVerne G. in Cary, N.C. 

A note to say thank you seems very slight when I am 
overwhelmed with gratitude for all that you do to keep 
our country safe and secure. I have a relative serving in 
Afghanistan so I am aware of what some of you are going 
through. Thank you, thank you!
-Gail M. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Our son served in Desert Storm. We thank you continuing 
to defend and protect our freedoms wherever you may be. 
You and your families are in our prayers. 
-Nancy Y. in Gibsonville, N.C. 

I would like to thank all the Service Men and Women that 
are serving our country to keep us safe. I pray that each 
one of you will come home safe to your family’s. May God 
be with you and keep you safe.
-Mary J. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thank you for all you do to keep everyone at home safe. 
We do appreciate it and thank you for the sacrifices you’ve 
made.
-Stacy O. in East Boothbay, ME

To my brothers and sisters in arms: God bless you for the 
sacrificial duty you have assumed. As a Viet Nam Vet, I know 
how it feeling of being far from home. Know that we here 
have not forgotten you nor will forsake you in your gallant 
service. I pray for peace and protection for you daily.
-Gene G. in Troy, N.C. 

You are all angels that watch over us and our GREAT Coun-
try. You all should be praised every second of every day for 
the sacrifices you make and those that your families back 
home endure as well. I lost a family friend last August to 
this war, but he loved what he was doing and is in a greater 
place now. He was only 20 years old and just beginning 
his life. I’m not one to talk to strangers but when I see a 
soldier out and about, I make a point to say hello and thank 
you. It is usually said with a cracking voice and tear filled 
eyes. I can barely get the words out but you are all very 
loved and appreciated for what you do to protect our liber-
ties. Thank you doesn’t seem quite enough but Thank you 
anyway. Stay safe and know each of you are special angels 
to us all.
-Kim G. in Roxboro, N.C. 

Our grandfathers served in WWI, our fathers served in 
WWII. My brothers served in Vietnam and in Desert Storm. 
We know first hand what you do every day to secure our 
freedom and help your fellow soldiers deal with the stress 
of your every day life. Please know that everyone we know 
has each of you in their prayers, every day. We want to 
thank YOU for your service. We truly know that what you 
do makes a difference in our lives, freedom and day-to-day 
choices. Come home safely and soon.
-Patti & Steve G. in Sylva, N.C. 

Even though we have not met,  I just wanted to say thank 
you for serving and protecting the United States and for 
fighting for our many freedoms.  May God keep you safe 
and bring you home to those who love you.  God bless you. 
-Joy E. in Greensboro, N.C.  

Thank you for your service to our country, to the people 
of the countries in which you serve, and to all of us here at 
home.  You are much appreciated.   
-Gwynne T. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Just wanted to say a HUGE “THANKS” for fighting for all of 
our freedoms.  All of you are true heroes.  I salute each and 
every one of you!  God Bless you and protect you always!
-Gerri W. in Hertford, N.C. 



Thank you for serving our country and giving us the right 
to be free.
-Anonymous

Thank you for your service to our great nation. Come 
home soon and let us celebrate your return!
-Anonymous

Thank You!
-Warren H. in Charlottesville, VA

Thanks is just not a big enough word to say how much 
I appreciate your service to our country. It’s because of 
people like you, that we can live in freedom. 
-Ruth King in Angier, N.C. 

Thanks you for all of your hard work for the USA! We look 
up to you and hope that when you are back stateside, you 
have some time to travel in N.C.. I work with students at 
UN.C. Wilmington, many of them returning veterans...they 
are among my favorites - polite, grateful for the education 
benefits, and of course, very smart! 
-Gail H. in Wilmington, N.C. 

I am so proud of you and what you do everyday to keep 
our country free!!  You are sacrificing and don’t ever think 
that we Americans don’t appreciate you, because we do! 
Thank you!!! 
-Nancy in Brevard, N.C. 

I just don’t believe the people that do not feel service 
people do not deserve the deepest thanks for their efforts 
to serve this country. THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF 
MY HEART.
-Harold C. in Denver, N.C. 

We are retired USAF. After 20 years of service during the 
Viet NAm conflict and afterwards, know first hand what it 
means to hear from those at home that we care about you..
we do..you are doing the most important job in the world, 
keeping us all free.  We keep you in our prayers every day 
and return home to N.C. in peace. 
-Elaine H. in Leland, N.C. 

Thanks,for all you do we know you sacrifice a lot to keep 
all of america safe. We respect and admire all of you. Stay 
safe and know we are thinking of you.
-Tammy T. in Granite Falls, N.C.

Thank you for your heroic efforts on behalf of America. We 
are proud of you and support you. 
-Carol & Harold M. in Terrell, N.C.

Thank you so much for your daily sacrifice for me and our 
country. Words can not express the gratitude I have for all 
you do.
-Heather M. in Newton Grove, N.C. 

Thank you for your service. You are in my thoughts and 
prayers. May God bless you and bring you home safely.
-Perry S. in Cherokee, N.C. 

Thank you for all that you are doing! Our family appreci-
ates the sacrifice you make every day for our freedoms!  
Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
-Holly in Durham, N.C.

My husband spent 22 years working to protect his coun-
try’s freedoms as you do now.  You have our deepest 
respect and gratitude for all that you sacrifice for us.  Our 
American flag flies high in your honor!  God speed, be safe, 
and come home soon!  You’re the BEST!
-Wilda F. in Cary, N.C. 

We are so grateful to you. Words cannot convey how much 
the mission you are on means to my family. We are praying 
for you all to return home safe and sound. God Bless You!
-Harriet Flanagan in Lenoir, N.C. 

I don’t know who you are, I’ve never met you before in my 
life, but I would like to offer my sincere gratitude to you 
for the job that you do. In these days that we live in, when 
our freedom and liberty is assaulted at every turn there 
is no greater call than to defend this country that we call 
home. So for the job you do, for the sacrifices you make, 
and for the love you have for this country, I thank you. God 
bless you and God bless America.
-Jared Compton in Hurdle Mills (N.C.hi7m4n@gmail.com)

You  are very brave and strong and good. Thank you for 
sacrificing so much so I and my family can live in peace 
and free. I pray that God protects you and all our soldiers 
every day. Thank you and God be with you and protect you.
The Crews Family in Sherrills Ford, N.C. 



I just wanted to say thank you so much for your service to 
this country and to all of us who are lucky enough to call it 
home.  It is only because of brave men and women like you 
that the “Land of the Free” is still free.  Your sacrifice does 
not go unnoticed or unappreciated.  Thanks so much and 
God bless!
-Heather in N.C.

A heartfelt thanks to each man and woman who is serving 
in our armed forces.  Words cannot express the gratitude 
due you for your dedication and service to our great na-
tion. Because of you we at home enjoy freedom; may we 
never  take this for granted. I pray that you will be kept 
safe, and you will be returned to your families soon.
-Rita C. in N.C.

Thanks for giving of yourself in service to our nation!  As 
a former soldier who currently has a son-in-law on active 
duty, I think of you all often.  Our prayers and best wishes 
from N.C..
-Hank S. in Burlington, N.C. 

Thank you very much for your service to our country. We 
pray daily that God will keep you safe until you are able to 
return.  God bless you.
-Ginny and Hugh Pembleton in Sanford, N.C. 

I would like to give a big thank you to my daughter-in law, 
Nichole Hunter who is over seas fighting for our country 
and also to my son Jason Hunter who just got out of the 
Army. He also went over seas to fight for our country. 
Thanks for helping us keep our freedom. I want them to 
know that I love both of them very much.
-Katherine H. in Scotland Neck, N.C. 

Thank you so much for your service for our country.  We 
support you completely  You are in our thoughts and 
prayers everyday.  May God bless you and your family, who 
waits  for your safe return.
-Anonymous in Virginia

Thank you does not seem enough to say for your sacrifices 
- please know that there are many Americans who are truly 
grateful for all you have done and given up.   
-Kathryn S. in Elizabeth City, N.C. 

Many thanks and prayers for you as you serve a wonderful 
country. we would not be where we are today had people 
like yourself sacrifice so much. Not every one is qualified 
to be called it takes a special person to serve in the line 
of duty like you are. Again many thanks and many prayers 
come your way. God Bless America!
-Anonymous in N.C.

I would like to thank you for your courage and willingness 
to protect me and my family. I keep all of you in my prayers 
daily. May God keep you safe. 
-Iona W. in Beaufort, N.C. 

Thank you for being willing to sacrifice this time in your 
life for our country.  You are truly appreciated.  Be safe and 
keep your eye on Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
-Jackie W. in Raleigh, N.C. 

You are thought of often, prayed for daily, and you, are our 
heros.  We can’t wait for all of you to return home safely 
and swiftly.  God Bless You!
-Jacqueline C. in Mooresville, N.C. 

Thank you all so much for putting your lives on the line 
everyday for us.  I know you hear that one sentence over 
and over again, but that best describes what you do for 
us.   Thank you to all who had to leave your family to keep 
mine safe.  I can’t even imagine my child being over there 
fighting. I would be so scared for them and so so proud at 
the same time! Again, Thank you with all my heart.  Please 
be as safe as you can be. But mainly know that there are 
people out here that know you are there.  There are people 
out here that pray for you everyday.  I can hardly wait for 
your safe return. And when you do come back.  Love your 
families with your “whole” heart day by day. I am only 
around 50 yrs old and people around me are dying con-
stantly.  I guess it is the age thing and people I knew that 
was older than I am.  Life is a precious gift.  Embrace every 
single moment! Come Home To Your Families! 
-Marie in Hillsborough, N.C. 

What an awesome job you do for our country! My hope is 
that you know that you are appreciated and valued. My par-
ents were WWII Army vets so my respect for the military 
runs deep. May you stay safe as you continue to defend our 
country. Godspeed.
-Erna B. in Kannapolis, N.C. 



Being an older adult I have lived thru many wars going 
back to  Vietnam. I love our country so deeply and I am 
so proud to be an American. We all share that with each 
other and it has been earned by the heart and souls of the 
men and women who serve in our military. Each of these 
soldiers are our sons/daughters, brothers,sisters, mothers 
and fathers and the families they leave behind share in the 
honor each of them deserve. Thank you so much for stand-
ing up and serving our truly freedom loving and unique 
country.
-Marie N. in Low Gap, N.C. 

you for all that you do in support of freedom in America 
and around the world.  I truly appreciate the many sacri-
fices that you make and wish for a world at peace so that 
you can enjoy it.
-Janet F. in Hillsborough, N.C. 

Thanks for all you’ll are doing to keep the enemy at bay. I 
understand what it means to put your life on the line for 
our country.  My father died in the Battle of the Bulge in 
WWII when I was 7 years old.  Thanks again for making us 
safe here at home. 
-Jerry R. in Lexington, N.C. 

Thank you for your bravery in protecting our freedom 
around the world. May God keep his protecting hand upon 
all of you as you defend our country and our values.
-Annette S. in Canton, N.C. 

Thank you for all you are doing for us back home to keep 
us safe. Because of you we will always be the land of the 
free. God Bless You.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for your service to our country!  May God bless 
you for your faithfulness to your duty.
-Allan T. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Many, many thanks for all you are doing for our country 
and for freedom in the world.  God Bless each and every 
one of you.  
-Judy Adams in Concord, N.C. 

Thank You for doing what you do.
-J.C.B. in Wallace, N.C. 

My father was a true American who fought with the 82nd 
Airborne in WWII.  Just like him, you are doing your Ameri-
can duty to honor our great United States of America as a 
hero.  For this, I am grateful.  Thank you and God bless.
-Anonymous in Tarboro, N.C. 

Thank You for your service to our country. You are always 
in our prayers.
-John D. in Greensboro, N.C.

Thank you for your service to our great country, the USA.  
I appreciate your courage, your willingness to serve and 
your love of country.  I feel privileged to live in the US and 
I feel safe and secure knowing you are there to protect 
our way of life!  Thank you again....from the bottom of my 
heart!  
-J. D. Lane in Morrisville, N.C.

Thank you for all that you do! Your service to this country 
and sacrifice for our freedom is truly appreciated. May God 
bless you and your family always!
-Josh & Dusty in Arden, N.C. 

Just a short note to let you know just how proud we are 
of ya’ll and the job you are doing over there for all of us 
over here. Just know ya’ll will always be in our thoughts 
and prayers until ya’ll are safe & back home. God bless and 
keep the faith til then.
-JD & Cindy W. in Spring Lake, N.C.

Hello, I want to thank you very much for serving in the 
armed forces to protect this country. We owe you our very 
lives. 
-Jean Richardson in Wendell, N.C. 

Just wanted to say ‘thank you” for your service, and know 
that you are in my prayers for your safety and safe return 
home. Words cannot express my gratitude for your service 
and sacrifice that is allowing freedom to continue in our 
country!
-Jean R. in Monroe, N.C. 

My heartfelt thanks goes out to you and I pray that God 
will watch over and protect you until your tour is over and 
you are back in the arms of your loved ones. Hoorah!
-Jena K. in Greenville, N.C. 



Thank you so very much for your selfless sacrifice in 
protecting our nation!  Please know how much you ARE 
appreciated and that we are praying for our troops daily!!!  
May GOD richly bless you.
-Jennifer Y. in Germanton, N.C. 

From an old Viet Nam vet,former POW and Fort Bragg 
soldier I just want to thank you guys for what you are do-
ing for our country, in defending our rights and freedoms. 
Believe me I know it isn’t easy what you are doing. You 
know,all wars are different,but all wars are the same. We 
are proud of you,and again we thank you for your service 
and sacrifice.                                            
-Jerry Tester in Boone, N.C. 

It is my deep pleasure to tell you that I am proud of each 
and every one of our Service men and women. I pray for all 
of you..to keep you safe and if serving in another Country, 
a quick return to the USA. Thank you all for your service 
to this great Country of ours and may God Bless and keep 
you.
-Anonymous in Hampton, VA

Words are not enough to express the deep felt thanks for 
your giving to your Country and to each of us to assure 
that we have the continued freedom that our forefathers 
also fought to make sure we were protected by our Con-
stitution.  Your sacrifice is the greatest and please know we 
pray daily for each of you.
-Janet G. in Monroe, N.C.

Thank-you for serving your country. I sincerely appreciate 
the personal sacrifices you and your family have made to 
allow myself and my family the ability to live in this great 
nation. I realize that “Freedom is not Free”. Thank-you.
-Joe Gurga in Cicero, IL

I think the sacrifices made by you and your family mem-
bers at home are vital to the fabric of American life. Though 
I have not always supported the politics of some military 
actions, I will always appreciate the dedication and cour-
age of America’s military personnel. I offer my thanks to 
you for facing danger and deprivation in lands far from 
your home and loved ones. We don’t see you when you 

leave or return. We don’t see the battle scars and mental 
trauma. We don’t see very much of these wars at all. We just 
keep seeing the tally of dead and wounded American sol-
diers. My heart stops when I see multiple amputees in the 
grocery or on the playground, surrounded by supporting 
family and friends. At first I would always be angry about 
the senseless politics that seems to feed these wars, then I 
realized that none of that matters to you who suffer the in-
juries and carry the scars for the rest of your lives. So when 
you come home and you think people are staring rudely 
just know that many of us are taking in the full measure of 
your sacrifice and courage. It takes a minute for that to reg-
ister in our minds. I lived through the Viet Nam war years. 
Not one of the people I knew who fought in that war was 
ever the same. My wish for you is that your service and 
homecoming will stand out as a proud achievement for the 
remainder of your lives. Never doubt that what you have 
done is not appreciated. Never doubt that your sacrifice 
goes unnoticed. Never doubt that most people hope to 
never see war again. Be well. Be proud. Be safe.
-Jim H. in Winston-Salem, N.C.

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. It is so com-
forting to know we have young men and women willing to 
fight for freedom. May God bless you and the great USA.
-Jim Howell in Wilson,N.C. 

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do to 
secure our freedom. Thank you for putting your lives on 
hold and in harm’s way each day for all of us. You are true 
heroes. I pray for all of you each night. I hope you will soon 
be home and reunited with you families.
-Jackie O. in Franklinton, N.C. 

Many thanks to our military personnel who so unselfishly 
give of themselves to protect the freedom we enjoy in 
American and work to establish and protect it in other 
countries around the world.  I salute you!
-Joan F. in Mocksville, N.C. 

“Thank you” is not appropriate for the sacrifice you have 
made. Prayers are always with you for a safe return  home.
-Janice H. in Oakboro, N.C. 

To whomever this reaches, Thank you so much for your 
sacrifice on behalf of the USA! This is a difficult time to be 
in the Armed Forces and I want you to know how much 
you are appreciated.  God bless you and keep you!
-Julie S. in Hendersonville, N.C. 



Dear Soldier: Thank you for your service to our country.  I 
want you to know how very much you are appreciated by 
those of us here at home. We are so proud of you and your 
dedication in serving our country. Take care.
-A N.C. Senior Citizen   

Am so grateful for all your sacrifices to ensure my freedom 
and pray for your safe return home. Please know you are 
special people to do what you do. Thank you! 
-Jessica in Greenville, N.C.

A heartfelt thanks to all of you who are risking your lives 
so we may enjoy freedom! You are in our thoughts and 
prayers and we wish you a quick and safe return home.
-John K. in Atlanta, GA

Thank you for keeping my homeland safe.
-Janet G. in Salisbury, N.C. 

I want to thank all of you for standing up and fighting for 
freedom.  I know that you all have made great sacrifices for 
our country.  You are in my prayers and thoughts. 
-Jackie H. in Vale, N.C. 

Being engaged to a former Marine has made me appreci-
ate the sacrifice, determination, and selflessness a soldier 
endures. He just had a 20 year reunion with his former 
Marine buddies at Camp Lejeune.  He had a wonderful time 
and cried when they flew back home, many he had not 
seen since his service was up. Only a former Marine can 
understand that bond.  “They are my brothers,” he says.  I 
wish everyone that are not members of the Armed Forces 
would visit in their minds what our soldiers see and have 
seen.  I think we would all be better people and appreciate 
what we have.  Hold on to our family members and friends 
a little tighter. “ON.C.e a Marine, always a Marine”, as he 
would say when he catches up with them on Facebook 
or watches some of his favorite shows on the History and 
Military Channels.  He has taught me so much about being 
a better person, telling me story after story, learning about 
different cultures, and all the gun talk I can possibly bear! 
But, I wouldn’t give that up for the world!  Thank you so 
much for your service and for loving me as much as you 
love your Country, Eric Todd Vibbert!
-Jessica S. in Winterville, N.C. 

Thank you for all you’re doing. Be careful over there. I’m 
praying that you make it home safely.
-Jennifer S. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Coming from a family of veterans from the Civil War, WWI, 
WWII, and the Iraq War, I do appreciate all of our soldiers.  
I have pictures and letters from every war listed above.  I 
took them to our daughter’s 3rd grade class the day before 
Memorial Day and explained what Memorial Day is all 
about.  Only 3 children out of 20 knew.  I gave them each 
and flag and asked their parents to hang their flag.  I heard 
stories from my grandfather and father and saw them cry.  
My son in law just returned from Iraq. My neighbor is in 
Afghanistan.  Thank you all for your service and for loving 
the USA.  You will be proud you served for the rest of your 
lives. God bless you and the USA!
-Jeanne M. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for the sacrifices you are making 
for our country and others.  I’ll be praying for you and your 
fellow troops.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Hoooah! Thank you for carrying on the tradition of the 
worlds finest warriors. My thoughts and prayers are with 
you every day. 
-Jack M. in Newton, N.C.

My prayers and thoughts are with you as you protect our 
Country.  May God keep you safe and richly bless you and 
your family for the sacrifices you are making.
-Judy M. in Wilson, N.C. 

We as Americans (and many others around the globe) owe 
you a debt of gratitude that we cannot repay, except in 
living lives that use the freedom you defend for the benefit 
of all mankind.  Words cannot express my appreciation for 
your service.  God Bless You!
-Jason M. in Nashville, N.C. 

Thank you so much for all you do and for your commit-
ment to the United States of America. May God Bless You 
and keep you safe.
-Jennifer N. in Siler City, N.C. 

I appreciate what you do for our country.  You are in my 
prayers and my thoughts.  
-Kay in Goldsboro, N.C. 



Yesterday I was blessed to be able to spend the day with 
my two granddaughters celebrating the oldest who is 
turning 18 on June 7th. As we sat to eat we thanked our 
Lord for our liberty and for YOU and ALL THE OTHER 
servicemen who helped make this weekend possible for 
me and my granddaughters. From my heart, thank you and 
God bless.
-Joan I. in Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 

Thank you for all you are doing.  I still recall the lonely 
moments of separation from family and friends from 40 
years ago.  We are behind you 100% and truly appreciate 
the sacrifices you have chosen to make for your country.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thanks for your sacrifice.  Your commitment to our coun-
try is appreciated!!!!
-Kay S. in Louisburg, N.C. 

I know there are many times when you may wonder if 
the average person thinks of you and what you are doing 
- please know that we do, we appreciate it more than we 
can ever express and we mourn for those who have given 
all.  You are what many of us wish we could be - thank you 
- and thank your family - for your strength and service.
-Julie W. in Raleigh, N.C. 

Dear Soldier, 
We do not know each other, but I know that you are 
someone’s son or daughter, Mom or Dad, brother or sister 
or friend. I know that they are very proud of your service 
to our country. I often think of how blessed we all are to 
live in the United States of America. Unfortunately, there 
are many times when we, as Americans, take that blessing 
for granted. I am encouraged by the fact that you are one 
of those that does not take it for granted. You see the world 
from a different perspective and you are willing to put 
your life in harm’s way for others. I know that our service-
men and women are compassionate and brave people. I’m 
sure that you have both those attributes. 

I wanted to take a moment to let you know that I am 
exceptionally grateful for your courage and willingness to 
serve our country. In a time where Hollywood, television, 
and celebrity cloud our eyes to the truth that people live 

and die on a daily basis in the support of things that truly 
matter in this life; I hope that you know that you are ap-
preciated.

May God bless you and hold you in His hand and may you 
be reunited with your family very soon.  Thank you.

Deuteronomy 31:6
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified 
because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he 
will never leave you nor forsake you.”
-Joy E in Holly Springs, N.C. 

You are doing such a great job!  We support you.  
-Jan P. in Rockwood, TN

I’m so grateful to you for protecting our freedom & also 
to your family for the sacrifices they have made in your 
absence. God Bless You! 
-Julie S. in Burlington, N.C. 

May God bless each and everyone of you while you are 
serving and protecting our Country.  May God protect you 
and your families while you are away from them. 
-Jeannette R. in Clinton, N.C. 

Words can never express how I feel inside about you, 
our Soldiers. I don’t know where you are, I don’t know 
who will be reading my note, but please know, my heart 
goes out to your family here at home, as I am a Soldiers’ 
Wife, My husband was in Baghdad, Iraq for 17 months, the 
longest 17 months of my life. My Soldier was there, was in 
many firefights,even awarded a Bronze Star, he was kept 
safe through all that, so be brave, you can do this, you’re 
the BEST. Please take comfort that you are missed here at 
home, you are loved, and we can’t wait for you to come 
back home. Your loved ones are missing you while you are 
over there, their hearts are broken, they have many sleep-
less nights worrying about you, praying for your safety, 
and your safe return home. Know that YOU are the best 
America has, our Soldier. Thank you for your service and 
your sacrifice..... May God Bless you and keep you safe 
within the palm of his hand and bring you back home.... 
Freedom is not free. God Bless the USA. 
-A Soldiers Wife in Hendersonville, N.C.

Thank You for your service for this great country of ours. 
We are grateful. God bless you and keep safe.
-Janie S. in Raleigh, N.C.  



Thank you for your service and sacrifice for our country! I 
can only imagine how difficult it must be to be away from 
your friends and loved ones right now. May God bless you 
and protect you until you can be with them again.
-Anonymous in N.C.

We are ever mindful of what your effort means to us! You 
make our freedom possible.
-Thomas B. in Clemmons, N.C. 

Thank you for serving our country to ensure our freedom. 
May God Bless you and your family who is giving also. 
Hope you have a safe enlistment. 
-Judith F. in High Point, N.C. 

Heartfelt thanks to our brave Soldiers and Friends!  You 
are kept in our thoughts and prayers daily, that you will be 
watched over and kept safe to return home to your fami-
lies and friends.  May God bless and protect each and every 
one of you!!!
-Anonymous in Minnesota

My grandfather served aboard the LST 785 at Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa.  He never talked about what he saw or what he 
felt during those battles, he only said it was like a binding 
prayer between God and him.  Even as a child I recognized 
the pain and the memory he carried.  It is so much to ask 
to kill another, even in the name of freedom without it 
leaving scars.  I send my forever thanks to every solider 
who serves the name of freedom, for the scars and the 
memories carried for me and my children so that we may 
live free.
-Judy W. in Elizabeth City, N.C.

Dear Soldier: We here in the States feel very proud of your 
service in our country. My family has been in every war 
since the Civil War.  My father was a sailor in WII in air and 
sea rescue. please know all of us citizens think of you each 
day.  On Memorial Day I worked with my patients in the 
nursing home.  We prayed for all you men keeping us safe.  
We went to all our old veterans and told them how proud 
we were for there service.  Thank you again.  
-Judy Gunnell in Lenoir, N.C.   

What is a soldier? Brave, Fighter for Freedom, Patriot, 
Hero,Protector, Strong, Enduring, Blessed by God.
-Julia C. in Fleming Island, FL 

Thank you, thank you for your dedicated service. My 
father was a USAF Colonel who flew B-17’s and B-24’s in 
WWII..I remember many times during the course of his 26 
years of service ending at Seymour-Johnson and retiring 
near Ft. Bragg, our family missing him when he had to go 
somewhere unexpectedly and with no word as to where 
or when he would return. So please thank your families as 
well for I know first hand what they go through each time 
you leave. Stay safe. We all look forward to your return.
-June A. in Lumberton, N.C. 

Thanks so much for your service to our country !!  Without 
great people like you we here in the States would not be 
able to be safe. I know you sacrifice a lot for your country 
by being away from your family and enduring extreme 
weather condition.  Just remember we love you and you 
are always in our prayers . Travel safe and thanks a million 
times over.
-June S. in State Road, N.C. 

May God Bless All of You.  You may never know the many 
Americans who are behind you in your efforts to keep us 
safe, but know that I am eternally grateful for the sacrifices 
you and your families are giving for our right in America to 
continue to enjoy our FREEDOM. 
-Lauren B. in Pinebluff, N.C. 

I hope you know how much your service means to all of 
us. You keep us safe, and I, for one, am so grateful to you.  
Although not a military person myself, I grew up as an 
Army Brat, and many times I watched my father leave us 
when he was deployed to a war zone somewhere.  I know 
as a soldier, he gave his best to his country, the way you are 
doing now.  God protect and bless you all, and may your 
families find peace in the knowledge that as soldiers, you 
have each others backs...always watching. Take good care 
of each other, and please return to your families soon, and 
safely! 
-Julia DuScha in Charlotte, N.C. 

Just a note to let you know that I appreciate your sacrifice, 
and that I pray for your safe return every day.  God bless 
you!
-Justina W. in Graham, N.C.



Thank you for serving our country so bravely while pro-
tecting our rights and freedom.  May God watch over you 
each day and keep you safe. 
-Jerry & Debi L. in New Bern, N.C. 

To our military men all around the globe. Thank you for the 
great job you do in keeping our country safe. Our country 
would not be what it is today if it were not for your devo-
tion to duty. We appreciate it.
-Joel S. in Kannapolis, N.C. 

My family has many members who have served or are serv-
ing this country in the way that your are. I am so proud of 
them, and of you, for you have chosen a difficult path for 
the sake of us all. My family and I truly appreciate all that 
you do! Safe travels!
-Kim L. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thank you to all the men and women in the military who 
chose to our country in the military, despite the danger, 
hardships,and stress on you individually and on your fami-
lies. My Dad served in WWII, my friends in Viet Nam and 
Iraq. I pray for you all,and hope you all come home soon, 
safe and sound. Know that God’s got your back, and will 
watch over you and your loved ones while you are away.
-Kate E. in Clemmons, N.C. 

What a blessing it is to say “Thank you” to all of our Service 
personnel.  We are truly a blessed nation to have such 
people that are willing to give above, beyond and their 
all for their fellow country men and women.  We are truly 
“Blessed By God.”
-Kermit N. in Concord, N.C. 

Dear Troops, My Aunt Bessie was a Air Force nurse in WWll.  
She flew to Guam to help.  She even lived under the ice in 
Greenland.  I stand in salute of our flag every day.  
-L. Kapp in Chicago, IL

Thank you very much for what you are doing..defending 
our country and helping those less fortunate. You are a 
GREAT American!!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you all for  what you do, you are always in our 
hearts and prayers!
-Karen T. in Bensalem, PA

Dear Son,Thank you for all you do for your family and this 
great country. I love you very much and miss you, however, 
I know this is where you heart leads you, the USMC. May 
God go with you and protect you as you do for others in 
countries far away. All my love. Mom
-Kathy C. in  Yadkinville, N.C. 

Thank you for giving your all for the USA. We greatly appre-
ciate what you do and the sacrifices that you make so that 
we can be free.  
-Kay O. in Ramseur, N.C. 

Thinking and praying for you. Thanks for all you do for our 
country. 
-Kathy C. in Kings Mountain, N.C. 

My sincere thanks for the sacrifice you are making on my 
behalf. My thoughts and prayers are with you daily. Thank 
you from my heart to yours.
-Mary K. in Littleton, N.C. 

Having 2 Vets in our family we know and appreciate first-
hand your dedication, honor, strength, and struggles. We’re 
all wishing you a safe journey - and it is a journey.
-Deb in Winston-Salem, N.C. (via Chicago & San Diego)

I can only imagine our lives without you. Come visit us 
when you get home.  N.C. is a great place to unwind - be-
sides I’ve heard we have this unusual accent!! Hope you’re 
smiling now :) 
-Debra in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

We are so blessed to have FREEDOM!  I have been watch-
ing “America The Story of Us” on the history channel and 
have been so inspired by the courage, endurance and sacri-
fice over the hundreds of years by American Soldiers.  Our 
freedoms did not come from a room with only a few men 
& women,  it came from many men & women fighting on 
battlefields all over the world.  Thank you!
-Kelley in Asheville, N.C. 

As a Vietnam Vet, I simply offer my sincere thanks and 
prayers that God will protect and bless you and your family.
-Ken C. in Wilmington, N.C. 



My heart felt thanks for your willingness to serve your 
country. I am proud of you and your service to America.  
My prayers are for your safety and that you will soon be 
reunited with your family.
-Kenneth in N.C.

Thanks to all of you specially trained military personnel 
that can’t even be recognized publicly for what you do, as 
it is not wise to spread the word. Some things are best kept 
secret. You are appreciated and have many hard decisions 
to make and affect many people’s lives. Thanks!
-Kathy C. in Yadkinville, N.C. 

Our family are praying for all of the soldiers in harms way.
-Kenneth D. in Goldsboro, N.C. 

Thank You for all that you have done, are doing, and are 
committed to do in order to defend and protect the great-
est country on Earth. We enjoy a fabulous life here on the 
N.C. Coast for one reason - YOU HAVE DEDICATED YOUR 
LIFE TO DEFEND OUR FREEDOM!
-Kevin O. in Southport, N.C. 

Our utmost respect to all of the soldiers fighting for our 
freedom. Thanks is not enough.
-Kaye F. in Goldsboro, N.C. 

Thank you for your service. If there is a time when you 
think no one is thinking of you, or appreciating all you do, 
please remember this. There are folks in the great state of 
N.C. who think of you and pray for you every day. Keep 
your powder dry.
-Karen and Fred ter Haar in New Bern, N.C.

I was a Coxswain aboard the 101st Naval Construction Bat-
talion. This old man would like to say thanks for what you 
are doing. “The difficult we do immediately, the impossible 
may take a little longer.”  
-Virgil G. in Tarboro, N.C. 

Thank you for serving our country to where we have our 
freedom. My father fought in WWII and we appreciate all 
the armed forces.
-Kim E. in Cherryville, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country.   It’s not easy 
being away from family, friends...home, yet you make the 
sacrifice and it  is appreciated.  Thank you.  
-Kimm in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thank you for the sacrifices that you and your family are 
making so that our families may live in freedom.  God Bless 
You and God Bless America!
-Kim W. in Wilson, N.C. 

Our country is beautiful from coast to coast! But, with-
out your dedication, we would not have the freedom to 
enjoy it.  Thank you for joining the military and helping to 
preserve the freedoms that make our country a wonderful 
place to live! Hugs!  :)  
-Kimberly in Sammamish, WA

Thank you for keeping our country safe!  
-Kathy L. in Findlay, OH

I wish there were words to express my gratitude to you 
for serving our country.  Thank you seems so small when 
my heart is so full of love and appreciation. I will keep you 
and your comrades in my heart and my prayers.  God Bless 
America and those who serve her.
-Kathy Jo M. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Without you we would have nothing but with you we have 
it all. Thank you and God keep you safe.
-Ruth Ann in Hampstead, N.C. 

As a former Marine myself, I would like to say thanks for 
all your hard work.  We are a unique family of brothers and 
sisters whose bond can never be broken.  Semper Fidelis.
-Kimberly L. in Surf City, N.C. 

Thank you for your daily sacrifices to serve our country.  
Your services are more appreciated than words can ex-
press.
-The Moffitts in Asheboro, N.C.

Thank you and GOD BLESS!! If it weren’t for y’all, we 
would not have America!! We are the land of the free, the 
proud!! The United States military is the best. I’m proud 
and stand behind you!! Come home safe!!
-Bobby C. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

I am happy for all you do to help our country. Thank you!
-O’Brien M. in Pittsboro, N.C. 



Thanks for fighting in the war.  I wish I could be with you 
when you are fighting.  
-Charlie M., age 5, in Pittsboro, N.C. 

Thank you for putting your life on the line to keep all of us 
safe and free!  You are all heroes!
-Kristina in Kannapolis, N.C.

Dear Soldier,As a military wife of a soldier who is currently 
serving in Afghanistan, I understand the sacrifices by you 
and your family.  I just want you to know that I am truly 
proud of you and your service!  Thank you for all you do!  
You will constantly be in my thoughts and I will pray for 
your safe return.  “Some believe that heroes wear capes.  I 
believe that true heroes wear combat boots.” ~Anonymous
-Krista M. in Siler City, N.C. 

God Bless You for your service to our country and fighting 
for our freedom!
-Kristen, in Virginia

May God Bless You..Keep you Safe..Give You 
Faith,Strength,Courage, And Bring You Home Safe.
-Karen F. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thanks for all that you do.  Without you, we would not 
have the freedoms that others want.  God be with you and 
keep you safe. 
-Anonymous in N.C.

If anyone has a doubt about the bravery and dedication of 
our military, one only needs to watch “Band of Brothers” to 
realize how blessed we are to have these brave men and 
women on our side.  All veterans of yesterday and today 
deserve our praise and gratitude for all they have sacrificed 
for our country.  God bless them all!
-Kelly T. in Camden, N.C. 

Thank you seems such a small thing to say for all you do 
but I don’t know what we would do without you and your 
willingness to serve your country.  Thank you so much. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with you.  We won’t forget you 
ever.
-Kristina Y. in Weaverville, N.C. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! I could write those 
words a million times and it still would not cover ad-
equately the gratitude I have for everything you do! You 
have sacrificed your time, family and friends so that I may 
have my time, family, and friends. Thank you for loving your 
country enough to keep me safe. May God bless you each 
and every day!
-Karissa W. in Shelby, N.C.  

To the men and women of our armed forces; thank you for 
your sacrifices and for defending our freedom and going in 
harms way to do so.  You are our heros each and every day 
that you wear your uniform and continue to keep us safe at 
night. We’ll never take you for granted...Very Respectfully, 
-Colleen & Sven Laamann USMC (Ret) in Wagram, N.C.

Prayers for blessings, protection and peace for all of our 
brave men and women in harm’s way.  
-Ronnie T. in Downingtown, PA

Keep up the great work, and thank you for helping my 
daughter and future grand kids to be free.
-Timothy N. in Gainsville, GA

I’d like to take the time to thank all the servicemen and 
women for all the sacrifices they make.  I’d also like to 
thank their families for the hardships they have to endure 
while their loved ones are far away from home.  THANK 
YOU SO MUCH!
-Donna L. in Thomasville, N.C. 

Me and my son would like to thank all troops in every 
military branch. Thanks for enlisting and serving.. You’re 
the reason I can live in a free America. In my mind you are 
the strongest and most appreciated people I know and 
don’t know. May GOD BLESS YOU,And for your safe return. 
Thanks again.
-Todd A., a single father, in Hampstead, N.C. 

Thank you for all you do to keep us safe and free.  I hope 
you will soon be home with your family.
-Elaine B. in Cherokee, N.C.

Thank you so very much for the service you are providing 
to our country.  We enjoy our life of freedom largely due to 
the protection provided by the armed services.  May God 
protect you in whatever you are required to do and bring 
you quickly and safely home to your loved ones.
-Larry & Diana Smith in Williamsburg, VA



We appreciate your sacrifice and that of your family. You 
are loved and supported back stateside.
-Angela P. in Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

Dear Soldiers, My wife and I pray for all the soldiers since 
we know one who was wounded and disabled in Iraq ! 
God bless all of you in all branches of service. 
-Rev. and Mrs. Larry McEntire in Randleman, N.C.

Our sincere thanks for your sacrifice and dedication to our 
country.  We also send thanks to your families because we 
know the hardship and burden this places on them as well.  
May God keep you safe.
-Anonymous in N.C.

We live in the LAND OF THE FREE because of the BRAVE!  
Thank you all who have fought and continue to fight for 
our great country!  God Bless YOU!
-Laura H. in Oxford, MI

Great job guys.  I served during the vietnam era and rest 
well at night knowing you guys are doing the job.  Many 
Thanks!
-Laurin H. in Monroe, N.C. 

We appreciate our soldiers and extremely thank each and 
everyone for serving our country so that we may be free. 
Your in our daily prayers and thoughts!  With you serving 
our country, I’m able and allowed to write this gratitude of 
love. For my three friends, that lived in our small communi-
ty in N.C., that lost their lives in Vietnam, they will never be 
forgotten! Much love and respect to all the armed forces 
for being there for us!
-Linda B. in Hillsborough, N.C. 

Thank you  for our freedom! We truly appreciate the sacri-
fices you make to make this happen. Our love to you.
-Lib B. in North Wilkesboro, N.C. 

Thank you for all that you do for all of us and our country. 
You are always in our thoughts and prayers as we look 
forward to your safe return home. God Bless. 
-The Lewis Family in N.C.

Each of you are daily in my thoughts and prayers.  I am 
PROUD to be an American and it is because of each of 
you and soldiers like my dad (WW II - Robert Ingold) and 
grandfathers (each from WW I) that give us the freedom 
that we continue to have today - thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart.
-Lynn Cauble in Salisbury, N.C. 

Thank you to all the men and women serving in our armed 
forces. We appreciate everything you do and the sacrifices 
you make to keep our country free. I pray everyday that 
God will keep you safe in body and in mind and bring you 
back to your loved ones safe and sound. We’re so proud of 
you in Bear Grass, N.C.!
-Anonymous in Bear Grass, N.C. 

As an Air force veteran I know what you are doing is 
extremely difficult and sometimes trying, but know you 
are appreciated and loved by all who truly know of the 
remarkable things you are doing for our country. THANK 
YOU!!!!!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for what you do for me, my family, and the 
United States of America.
-Donna J. in Sanford, N.C.   

People are called to serve in all different ways. Some are 
teachers, some are doctors, some are lawyers. Soldiers play 
all of these rolls. You teach us how to stand up for what 
we believe. You come to our rescue when emergency 
strikes. You negotiate for our rights, which we often take 
for granted. Thank you for filling a big role in a way only a 
soldier can. God speed.
-Leah Hughes in Jackson Creek, N.C.

Thank you are all you do!
-Anonymous in Anderson, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country and the help 
you are providing to others in the world.
-Lee in Charlotte, N.C. 

As the saying goes, “Been there, done that, have the T-Shirt”.  
I am a retired LTC in the USAR.  I was mobilized twice so I 
know some of what you are going through.  Please know 
that my thoughts and prayers are with you for your safe 
return to your loved ones.  God Bless you and GOD BLESS 
THE USA.  Thank you for your service.
-Anonymous in South Carolina



My heartfelt thanks goes out to the one getting this letter. 
You are truly an inspiration to our country and to all of it’s 
citizens. If you know someone from N.C. tell them sum-
mers coming, tomatoes are growing,lakes are getting warm 
and all of this is waiting for them to enjoy upon their safe 
return home. I know your families are proud,and I am just 
as proud of all the men and woman that are protecting our 
country, you all are in my prayers everyday and I give all 
my thanks and all my love to each and everyone of God’s 
special soldiers here on earth. Stay safe.
-Lenora S. in Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 

I want to say thank-you to all soldiers in the military. I 
always supported the military but when our son joined 
the army, I seen it in a whole different light. He is now 
stationed in Iraq. Our prayers are with you everyday. My 
family and I thank-you. God bless you. 
-Mrs. Shawnette Greer in Lenoir, N.C.

Please know you are appreciated and admired by so many 
for your selfless sacrifices. We know you will continue to 
serve with pride and honor as you represent and defend 
our great country. Thank-you, Bless you and may you be 
home safely and soon!
-Lisa G. in Weaverville, N.C. 

Your sacrifice does not go unnoticed! Words cannot ex-
press our heartfelt appreciation for the enormous sacri-
fices you make each day for our great country. Know that 
you are in our thoughts and prayers daily....much love and 
many hugs to you!!!
-Linda G. in Grimesland, N.C. 

We cannot express the appreciation we have for each and 
everyone of you that fight each day for our freedom and in-
dependence.  God Bless you and your families for the time 
you sacrifice for all of us.  Our prayers are with you!! Thank 
you, thank you for all that you represent.
-Leslie H. in Harkers Island, N.C. 

The sacrifice that you are making is appreciated. I’d love 
to give you a bear hug to show how much I appreciate. 
Consider yourself “hugged.”
-Linda D. in Monroe, N.C. 

I would like to thank all of those who serve in our military. 
There is a lot of sacrifice made. My grandson is the third 
generation in our family to serve. I ask God to protect each 
of you and take care of the families who are sacrificing 
also.
-Letha H. in Thomasville, N.C. 

Thank you for serving our country above and beyond the 
call of duty. As I come from a military family, I know what 
it’s like to be separated from loved ones. May you be com-
forted in the knowledge that you have our support and 
prayers and know that God loves you and will protect you.  
Blessings to you and your fellow soldiers from Knightdale, 
N.C.. 
-Judith V. in Knightdale, N.C.  (Lightkeeper4God@aol.com)

Hi, My name is Vivian and I live in Drexel N.C.. I just 
wanted you to know how much I appreciate everything all 
of the soldiers are doing for us. Everyone of you are in our 
thoughts and prayers. Be careful. We love you all. God bless 
you and keep you safe. 
-Vivian K. in Drexel, N.C. 

Dear Soldiers, one and all, every time I see a soldier story, 
every time I hear a patriotic song and every time I think 
of our wonderful freedom, I say a thankful prayer for each 
and all of you.  During Memorial Week, I went to an orches-
tral celebration and my church had a very special Sunday 
service...tears flowed from  my eyes and my heart poured 
over with gratitude.  Thank You. 
-Eleata A. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thank you for all that you do in keeping us safe around the 
globe! You guys make us proud. Keep up the good work 
and stay safe out there!
-Sarah H. in Spring, TX

Please accept my gratitude for defending our country and 
for all the sacrifices you have made and continue to make 
for all of us. 
-Lorene K. in Apex, N.C. 

My children and I thank you...
-Lisa M. in Winston-Salem, N.C.

May God bless and protect you while you are away from 
your loved ones.  Thank you for protecting us and putting 
yourself in harms way.  May you come home safely and 
swiftly.
-Lois E. in Grimesland, N.C. 



Dear Soldier:  Our country would not be the country it is 
today were it not for the service and sacrifice of genera-
tions of Americans like yourself who have served in the 
military.  I want to thank you for your dedication and the 
honor you do yourself and your family by your service to 
our country. I wish and hope for your safe return to your 
family, friends and a grateful nation.
-Gwen L. in Allentown, PA

Our many thanks for protecting our country.  I pray for you 
every day.
-Helen Y. in Frederick, MD

Thank you for all you do for our country.  You are very 
much appreciated.  
-Diane in Advance, N.C. 

Thank you for all you do. Our prayers and love are with 
you everyday. Because of you we can live free.
-Linda O. in Goldsboro, N.C.  

My prayers and thoughts are with you as you serve our 
Country.  If it was not for you and the veterans before you 
we would not have our freedom.  I know it is hard to be 
away from your family and friends, but please know you 
have many people praying for you and your safe return. We 
love you. Stay safe and return home soon.
-Linda R. in Fayetteville, N.C. 

We wish you a speedy return to your home and thank you 
each day for the tough job you are doing.  You are brave 
and bold and we hope this war will come to an end soon 
- with a victory for USA this time.  May God bless you and 
your family.  You are loved by the majority of Americans 
and we support you all the way.  Be safe and we will see 
you soon!  Applause will greet you in the airport.
-Libbie T. in Raleigh, N.C. 

I just want to say thank you.  Your service means the world 
to me and my family and thanks really are not enough.  You 
put your life on the line so we can enjoy our everyday 
lives. God Bless you and God Bless America.
-Lyda M. in Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Thank you all for your unselfish sacrifice in defense of our 
Country that enables all Americans the freedoms that are 
given us each and every day!
-Jane L. in Carthage, N.C.  

In Support of Our Soldiers, I know it is with your dedica-
tion that we are a safer nation. I  would like to show my 
appreciation with thanking you all very much. 
-Linda W. in La Grange, N.C.

I am a mother of 3 and when I lay my head down at night 
I thank God that I can do this in a safe country because 
our men and women gave their lives to keep it that way.  
You are all my heros for the job you do and do very well.  I 
support you and your families with all my heart.  God Bless 
all of you.
-Lisa H. in King, N.C. 

Dear Soldier,
I cannot imagine what you are going through as it seems 
that these wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have required from  
you more than you or anyone could have anticipated.  I 
know a little bit about what your family is going through 
as I was the daughter of an Air Force officer.  I remember 
my father being gone for about 18 months to Vietnam.  We 
lived off base and all our neighbors thought it cruel of our 
government to send my dad away with my mother at home 
with 4 children.  Two of my siblings were developmentally 
disabled.  My mother told them it was his job.  She never 
worried that he would not come home but I did.  I pray for 
all of you everyday as it is a difficult job-one that no one 
else wants to do.  I pray for peace in the region that your 
job will soon be unnecessary.  I pray for the strength you 
will need on your return to deal with all you have seen and 
experienced.  May God bless you and keep you safe until 
you return once again to this wonderful country and into 
the arms of your loved ones who miss you terribly and 
anxiously await your return. Thank you for your courage 
and commitment.
-Kathleen L. in Cary, N.C. 

Your courage, dedication, and sacrifice are appreciated. 
Your country is proud of you and your service.
-Lynda B. in Havelock, N.C. 

Words cannot begin to express the gratitude and apprecia-
tion that I feel for what you do for our country every single 
day.  I know that you have to make many sacrifices to us 
safe in America.  I just want you to know from the bottom 
of my heart that you are truly appreciated.  
-Lynn W. in Fayetteville, N.C. 



Dear Soldiers, We want to THANK YOU for being brave 
soldiers.  We also pray for you as you fight for our FREE-
DOM in the USA.  May God Bless you with good health 
as you do your work there. We will pray for your families 
while you are away.  With our sincere appreciation for your 
dedication and loyalty to our country.  GOD BLESS EACH 
OF YOU!!!
-Ray & Ann in N.C.

I just want to say “Thank you” for all you do for your 
country, and for all the things you miss out on for the same 
reason. Please know that there a huge number of citizens 
who do honor and appreciate you and keep you, and your 
families, in our prayers.... Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.          
-Mary W. in Nashville, N.C. 

Thank you for serving our country! We are all proud of you 
and what you do every day for us!
-Mary Ann F. in Clearwater, FL

Thank you so very much for our serving our country and 
securing our freedom. God bless and keep you safe.
-Margaret C. in Sherrills Ford, N.C. 

As the wife of a Military (Ret) USAF, we really enjoyed the 
article covering Fort Bragg. I used the Base Exchange and 
commissary there while living in the Raleigh area of N.C.. 
Our State did a fantastic job covering the base..My best to 
each and every member of the Army and their family..Our 
prayers are with you and hope that you enjoy this maga-
zine as much as we do, now living in the State of Virginia..
but cannot forget the Tar Heel State..”Our State “does a 
fantastic job of covering “HOME”.
-Lois S. in Lynchburg, VA

Thank you for all you do. God keep you safe & return you 
to your loved ones.
-Gail T. in Cameron, N.C. 

My father was a WWII Navy Vet.  I am a Navy Veteran from 
the 1980’s.  My oldest son has done 2 tours in Iraq.  There 
are no words I can offer that can explain how I feel about 
each and every one of you currently serving.  I can only 

try to put into words the feeling I get every time I see a 
convoy, every morning when I walk past my flag, and every 
time I see a news clip on TV.  My chest tightens up, my 
eyes swell up, and I have to think of how blessed we are to 
still have kids who willingly set aside their own lives and 
take up the cause of freedom.  Each one of you has “writ-
ten a blank check to the American people” and there is no 
amount of thanks we can give that will repay the debt we 
owe.  I love each and every one of you.  
-Frank Graham in Newton Grove, N.C. 

Dear friend,
I don’t know who you are or where you may be, but I hope 
you know that the hearts, minds, thoughts and prayers of 
many are with you there.  I hope that this finds you well 
and in good spirits, and if not, that it will perhaps lift them 
a little. :-)

You have something that I can’t imagine I would ever have 
- extraordinary courage and strength.  Dotted throughout 
my ancestry are men who have served our country, and 
some of those died doing so.  An uncle who is still with 
us served in Vietnam.  I currently have a cousin one year 
younger than myself who is in the army and just graduated 
the air assault program.  A friend of the same age joined the 
Marines several years ago.  Another cousin, 5 years younger, 
is thinking of joining the Navy.  I have heard them talk 
about their training and some of what they have seen.  Also 
being unable to bring themselves to talk about what they 
have seen, heard or done.  If there is anything I’ve learned 
about being a part of the US military, it’s that it takes a 
special kind of person with exceptional strength and cour-
age to see it through, and that one cannot pray for them 
enough.

Though thanks can never be adequate, I do thank you for 
having the strength and courage to do what you do.  Not 
being a part of your special brand of people, there is no 
way that I could ever fully wrap my mind around just 
how important your services are to our country and the 
American people.  In my opinion, you will never be able to 
receive the rewards, recognition and gratitude you deserve 
for choosing this path.  (At least not on earth!)  Although I 
offer my humble and heartfelt gratitude, it seems so small 
when compared to your great sacrifice.  You have my 
utmost admiration and respect, as well as my prayers.  May 
God bless and keep you in His hand as you bravely serve 
and protect us.

In gratitude and love,
Mandy T. in Timberlake, N.C.



We appreciate all your service to the people of the U.S.  
You all make this country great and have been since its 
beginning.  Thank you for leaving your loved ones to help 
our causes around the globe.  We are free because of your 
sacrifice and we pray for you.  May God touch your life and 
those you love in a loving way right now. Thank you again.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Hello. I may not know you but you are constantly in my 
prayers and thoughts.  You are away from your home and 
love ones fighting for your country and freedom for others.  
I will not forget you or your colleagues fighting this battle.

If I had a magic wish, I would wish for no war and peace 
on earth. The best I can come up with is:  Please be safe 
and return to your home and family. Many Americans are 
praying for your deployment back to the United States.  
If you ever need a clear thought, look up at the sky and 
counts the stars.  The stars represent your country and will 
guide you home.

The mountains of N.C. will welcome you home just as they 
did during the Civil War, WWI & II, and Vietnam.  Stand tall 
as the mountains and know fellow Americans are proud of 
the job you are doing on their behalf.

Write if you like:
Teri Goodman
583 Burgess Road
Jefferson, N.C.  28640

I would just like to say a warm thank-you for allowing us 
the right to be free..  I know that you have many, many 
hard days so that we might have this freedom.  Thanks to 
you and all of our military personnel.
-Anonymous in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

This Memorial Day we buried my 91 year old uncle who 
was a WWII veteran.  What an honor it was to celebrate his 
life on a day that can be so devastating to others.  Please 
know that you are appreciated by so many people that 
you never hear from.  Our freedoms cannot be taken for 
granted.  As a public school teacher I know that kids really 
do care.  They don’t always understand the politics of it 

all but they support the men and women who make the 
ultimate sacrifice every day.  Remember the importance of 
your work is in the hands of a merciful God who will bless 
you and your family.
-Kathryn B. in Four Oaks, N.C. 

My family and I would like to thank you for all you do for 
our country.  America is such a wonderful country and I be-
lieve that with soldiers such as you will keep us free from 
harm.  THANK YOU !
-Margaret S. in Mooresville, N.C. 

Thank you for your dedication to keeping our country free.  
It must be very difficult on your family so I thank them for 
your service as well.
-Margaret M. in N.C.

Thanks so much for your service to our country and the 
sacrifices you make every day to insure safety and freedom.  
Although I currently live in a small town that really doesn’t 
have much connection to active-duty military, I grew up in 
Charleston, SC.  My dad spent 20 years in the Air Force and 
my husband almost 10 in the Navy’s submarine service. 
I so appreciate what you do and am glad to have this op-
portunity to let you know. May God honor and bless your 
work.  May He keep you safe and bring you home soon. 
Many thanks and blessings.
-Margaret Fretwell in Old Fort, N.C. 

My husband and I would like to say Thank You to all troops 
stationed here or overseas. You are the very lifeline of our 
country.  May God Bless each and every one of you and 
your families for the sacrifices that you make each day. 
-Marilyn P. in Burlington, N.C. 

Our State and we the readers salute you and thank you for 
your unselfish devotion to the United States way of life.  We 
know that freedom is not free and that you are paying the 
price!  God Bless you all.
-Mark E. in Raleigh, N.C. 

Thank you so much for your service to our country.  I ad-
mire your fortitude and determination.  I pray for your safe 
return home.  And I will be forever grateful for the job that 
you are doing every day.  You had a choice in life - yet you 
chose to volunteer to serve this country.  What an honor it 
is for me to thank you.
-Marti Langham, mom of a soldier, in Greensboro, N.C. 



Thank you for serving our country and keeping America 
safe. You are truly our heros. We are proud to be Americans. 
God bless you and your families and God bless the USA.  
-Anonymous in N.C.

I salute you and your effort to protect us.  I pray every day 
for your safety and for your safe return to your home and 
family.  God Bless each of you and surround you with his 
protection.
-Mary H. in Shelby, N.C. 

My family and I deeply appreciate your service to our 
country.  As residents of Fayetteville and friends to many 
current and former military members, we are aware of the 
sacrifices that families back home make when their loved 
ones are deployed.  We keep you and your family in our 
prayers.
-Mary Zahran in Fayetteville, N.C. 

We greatly appreciate your sacrifice in serving your coun-
try and leaving family and comforts of home.  Our prayers 
are with you daily.  God bless. 
-Nancy M. in N.C.

I’d like to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your 
service to our country.  My uncle gave his life in WWII.  I 
cannot tell you how much you are admired and appreci-
ated for the sacrifices you are making to keep our country 
safe.
-Anonymous in Orlando, FL

Thanks some much to all of the men and women that are 
serving in the arm forces! I pray for all of you daily and 
know that you are making great sacrifices to keep us safe 
in the “good ole USA”! Thanks again and may God continue 
to keep you safe so you may soon return home to your 
families and friends!
-Sarah E. in Asheboro, N.C. 

I just want you to know how much I appreciate and thank 
you for your service to our country.  The article about Fort 
Bragg brought back good memories for me because my 
dad was there in the during WWII.  It was before I was 
born, but a good memory regarding Ft. Bragg was that our 
house was built from a barracks that was disassembled 

after the war.  Dad went to pick it up and built a cosy 
house for our family of four when I was about 4 years old.  
That house has been sold and recently was remodeled. The 
Army, I am sure sold it for a minimal amount and it served 
as a wonderful home for my family.  So, thank you Ft. Bragg 
and thank you soldier for your part in keeping our homes 
safe.  God bless you and your family.  
-Maxine Ashby in Belle Haven, VA

I just want to say thank you to all of you who are out there 
keeping us all safe back here at home!  Even though we 
don’t always say it , we really do appreciate you all for the 
sacrifices you make on a daily basis.  Thank you , thank you, 
thank you!
-Marsha C. in Oak Island, N.C. 

There aren’t words to express the “Thanks”  all our Military 
deserve.  Thanks for everything, please know you are in our 
prayers and thoughts.
-Janice E. in Ash, N.C.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our 
troops for serving our country, whether stateside or in far 
away lands.  Being a Veteran myself, I understand a lot of 
your sacrifices.  I am proud to say I served my country for 
eight years and my husband served for ten years.  The early 
70’s were a little different than today, but all of us share a 
special bond. Thank all of your for the job you are doing to 
keep this nation safe and free.  God Bless each and every-
one of you.  
-Libby McLean in Roswell, NM

God Bless you troops!  As a Vietnam era Air Force Vet, it is 
an honor to wish you Godspeed and Thank You for keep-
ing the enemy away from our door.  Protect your buddies 
and return home safely.
-Mike M. in High Point, N.C.

Remember Those Who Have Served and returned, and for 
those presently serving our Country.  A prayer wheel has 
begun! “TAPS” Day is done. Gone the sun. From the lakes.  
From the hills.   From the sky. All is well.   Safely rest.   God 
is nigh. Fading light. Dims the sight. And a star. Gems the 
sky. Gleaming bright.   From afar.   Drawing nigh.   Falls the 
night. Thanks and praise.   For our days.   Neath the sun.   
Neath the stars.   Neath the sky. As we go. This we know.   
God is nigh.
-Debra D-C. in Kernersville, N.C.  



Thank you for all you do for this country.  I appreciate all 
that you have sacrificed to keep us all safe.
-Marla S.  in Apex, N.C. 

Thank you for all that you do for my family and for all of 
America!!! I am from a military family and I truly appreci-
ate the sacrifices that you and your family make for people 
like me and for our country! Not everyone has the call-
ing and unselfishness to be a soldier you are truly special 
people!!!! Be safe Great work and THANK YOU!  With Love.
-The Babb Family in Goldsboro, N.C. 

Thanks to all of you for keeping our land the home of the 
free and the home of the brave. We pray for your safety 
when and if you are deployed.
-Margaret E. in Farmville, N.C. 

I will be praying for all of you for God to take care of you 
in this difficult time.
-Marian H. in Rolesville, N.C. 

I appreciate the fact you are protecting our country and 
making it the greatest place in the world to live.  Your 
bravery and faithfulness cannot be forgotten!  Without you 
our fight for freedom can never be won.  Thanks again and 
I have and will continue to pray for you and our country.
-Donna J. in Roanoke, VA

Dear Soldier,Thank you for your service to our country and 
may God continue to bless you and watch over you.
-Anonymous in Florida

From the depths of my heart and mind I say thank you on 
behalf of my family for being a soldier.  Because of you we 
can rest easier here and our prayers are with you. If you 
need some Tupperware to keep something fresh let me 
know as I can ship some to you.  Thanks again!
-Michael H. in Raleigh, N.C. 

Last year for Memorial Day we made a sign to place in 
prominent view, right in the front door of our public busi-
ness.  The sign reads,”WE CHERISH OUR FREEDOM, WE 
RESPECT OUR VETERANS,  WE THANK GOD FOR BOTH!” 
The sign stayed up most of the year and was put in place 

again before Memorial Day.  It will be in place through 
the summer, for our customers and the general public to 
see.  We appreciate what this all means to us, and we thank 
each and every one of you.
-The staff at The Salisbury Emporium in Salisbury, N.C. 

Thank you for all you are doing to protect our wonder-
ful United States of America.  It is a comfort knowing our 
troops are “out there”.  Please know our thoughts and 
prayers are with you. God Bless and Protect You, Always!
-Fran in N.C.

Thank you for all that you do and may God bless you and 
keep you safe.
-Anonymous 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you. May you come home 
soon and in good health.  Stay strong.  You are appreciated.
-Mimi in Cullowhee, N.C. 

Thank God for our soldiers. In the United States our 
soldiers fight out of love for the US and for a safer better 
future for it’s citizens now and in the future. Thank you all.
-Miriam W. in Wilmington, N.C. 

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for being 
willing to leave your home and family to protect me. God 
bless you.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for protecting all of us and our freedom.
-Linda H. in Roxboro, N.C.

No words can express the gratefulness we feel for our US 
soldiers.  Thank you for our freedom!  Thank you to your 
families who sacrifice so that you can serve the USA.
-The Pennington Family in Raleigh, N.C. 

Dear American Soldier,   Thank you for your service to our 
great country and all the proud citizens within our borders.  
It is only because of your selfless service and the service 
of all the thousands of others with you and before you that 
we have the freedoms that do.  My husband served as a 
medi-evac pilot in VietNam; his dad was a bomber pilot in 
WWII; my dad was a P51 pilot and instructor in WWII. We 
are so thankful that there are still patriots like you willing 
to serve.  May go bless you and keep you safe!
-Anonymous in N.C.



Thank you, Thank you, all of God’s blessing be with you.
-M.J. & H.A. Caldwell in Durham, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country to ensure that 
we remain the land of the free and home of the brave.  We 
are so proud of you!
-Mary Jo C. in Clinton, N.C.

Dear Soldier,You are my hero. Thank you for serving our 
wonderful country. Because of you, America is still the 
greatest nation on earth. Please know that you are in my 
thoughts and prayers everyday. May God Bless you and 
keep you safe.
-Mary Jo G. in Garner, N.C. 

Thank You is not enough to really express to you our 
sincere thanks and appreciation for you and what you are 
doing to protect us and allow us to continue to live in free-
dom.  We shall forever be indebted to you.  God bless you.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for your dedication to preserving our freedom. 
We pray for your safety and quick return.
-Martha L. in Lincolnton, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country and we want 
you to know that you are appreciated and not forgotten.  
May our Heavenly put His arm of protection around you 
and keep you safe.  May you have a good day. 
-The Kidds in Asheboro, N.C.

Thank you for your service to our wonderful country. 
Thank you for your service to our wonderful country. 
Thank you for your service to our wonderful country!!!
-Merrimon G. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Dear Soldier (Our Hero):  Me and my family want you to 
know that we are so grateful for your giving of yourself to 
protect us, our extended family, our friends, and our coun-
try.  We appreciate so very much the sacrifices that you 
make, and also that your family makes, for us.  God bless 
and keep you in His loving care always.
-Mary J. in Charlotte, N.C. 

It is our hope that you will enjoy reading and reminiscing 
about N.C. in the pages of Our State magazine.  Thank you 
for all you do in defense of our freedom.’
Marjorie W. in Wilkesboro, N.C. 

Hugs being sent your way.  I am so proud of our Military 
and thankful for the hard work, dedication, and loyalty that 
each of you display.  Thank you for choosing to sign up to 
protect our freedoms.  The respect I have for the Marines, 
Navy, Army and Air Force service members is EXTREMELY 
HIGH.  You’ve earned it.  Please know that a Virginia family 
is praying for you.  Stay focused, alert, and steadfast.
-Momma Skerry (at least to a lot of Marines) in Falmouth, 
VA

I’m a Tarheel by birth and in my heart, tho’ in FL now with 
grand-children.  Thank you for your service.  I was raised in 
the USCG, educated by the USAF, and married in the USN.  
God bless America, and God bless you.
-Mary M. in Largo, FL (and Manteo, N.C.)

I am the mother of a NYC firefighter, Peter Anthony Vega, 
who was killed at the World Trade Center on September 
11, 2001.  I pray for all your safety and return home to the 
good old USA.  I admire you for the job you are doing.  I 
know what a strain it is on your families, as I was an Army 
brat myself.  I continue to pray for an end to all casualties 
of war as I do not want any mother, father, wife, child, or 
other loved one to experience the grief and pain we have 
gone through since September 11.  Please know that we 
at home, and most especially the families of 9/11, wait for 
your safe return.  God Bless.
-Maureen R. in Rock Hill, SC

Thank you for your service.  As a native american dancer, 
we honor you at every powwow.  And thank you to your 
family for enduring the hardships so you can serve our 
country and keep us safe.  God Bless You each and every 
day!  God Bless the USA!!
-Becky D. in Timberlake, N.C. 

My husband served in the military for 31 years.  I worked 
as a government civilian for over 20 years.  So I understand 
the sacrifices that you and your family are making to keep 
us safe.  THANK-YOU!
-Anonymous in Nags Head, N.C.

Thanks for all that you do.  My prayers are with you every 
day that you will be safe. Jesus loves you.  Love in Christ.
-Anonymous in N.C.      



I just wanted to say thank you for all you do and let you 
know that there are many of us here at home that are 
thinking of you and praying for you everyday.  Please be 
careful and come home safely.
-Mary W. in Kannapolis, N.C.

Dear Soldier/Servant, Everyday of my life I reflect on the 
sacrifice and service given by you to our country. Without 
you we would not continue to be America: The Home of 
the FREE and BRAVE! God Bless you in this walk and all 
future endeavors.
-Miriam Thompson in Durham, N.C. 

You are constantly in my thoughts and prayers. May God 
watch over you as you BRAVELY and UNSELFISHLY defend 
FREEDOM on our behalf. TAHNK YOU for your service!  
Words cannot express our gratitude.
-Marshall R. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

My prayer is that God will bring someone or some event 
into your your life today that will encourage you and sup-
port you as your you live your life in service to America.  
-Jean B. in Old Fort, N.C. 

As a military mom, I appreciate what each and every en-
listed man or woman is going through to protect our free-
doms.  From the support staff to the front lines,  you are all 
heroes in my eyes.  My son is serving in Dover, Delaware 
with the USAF.  May God bless you richly for your sacrifice.
-Penny C. in Bailey, N.C. 

We sincerely thank you for your service.
-The Hesnard Family in Fayetteville, N.C. 

My father was a career Army officer for over 30 years.  I 
know the hardships of living without a parent for an 
extended period of time.  Thank you all for your sacrifice 
and thanks to your families too.  I will never tire of feeling 
a swell of pride whenever I see a service man or woman in 
uniform.
-Harriet E. in Willow Spring, N.C.   

For all our soldiers, past present and future, thank you for 
kindly giving of yourselves no matter what the outcome 
to protect all of us.  My husband was in Viet Nam and I 

feel so proud of him when I look at him, knowing that 
he followed orders and did a wonderful job, even though 
him and his fellow soldiers were treated disrespectfully by 
his fellow Americans.  It is with a proud heart that I have 
always felt a pride and love of him and all the American  
soldiers that do their duty so faithfully.  
-Carolyn H. in Pilot Mountain, N.C. 

Dear American, What a blessing to live in a country where 
we can speak what is on our minds, to worship our God 
and know we can’t be put in jail. All of this is due to our 
soldiers who fights for our rights everyday, gives up there 
family to make sure we can be with our family and be safe. 
God Bless you all.
-Patty M. in Asheboro, N.C. 

I want to say thanks for everything you do.  We have a son 
in the Air Force and realize just how important what you 
do is for the peace of our nation and world.  Come home 
safely.
-Muriel L. in Southport, N.C.   

I live near Fort Bragg, and am constantly reminded every 
day of what wonderful things that our military does to 
help us keep our freedom.  Thank you and please be care-
ful! 
-Jim Kimball in Sanford, N.C. 

My 9-year-old son and I watched “To Hell and Back” and 
“The Big Red One” on Memorial Day and a history lesson 
evolved. We looked up the biography on Audie Murphy 
and a quote by him  struck me to tears: “And freedom is 
what America means to the world.” My son and I talked 
among ourselves and came up with the question, how can 
we truly “thank you” for all that you do?  We can say it, but 
how do we put it into action?  Our answer came to be; We 
should do our duties as American citizens.  Vote, educate, 
embrace our families, worship, contribute, and be kind.  
These are all the advantages of a free nation, and if we truly 
want to thank the men and women of our Military, then we 
should do our duty and not take our freedoms for granted. 
May each of you return home safely to enjoy the freedoms 
you fought so diligently to protect. Thank you.
-Melissa V. in Clemmons, N.C.    

Thank you for all the things you do for us.  We appreciate it 
more than words can say.  Take care of yourself and the rest 
of the guys and remember we think of you often and care.
-Anonymous in Durham, N.C. 



Thank you for your service - something I take for granted 
and shouldn’t. Shame on me.  You stand ready to defend 
and protect.  Thank you so much!
-Robyn E. in Durham, N.C. 

We want you to know how much we appreciate your ser-
vice to our country.  We could not enjoy all the freedoms 
that we have without your devotion to duty.  Thank you.
-Pat & Jim Nalitz in Cape Carteret, N.C. 

You and your families are in my thoughts and prayers.  I 
pray God will bless and protect all of you.  Just remember 
God is in Control of every situation.
-Jeannette M. in Belmont, N.C. 

Words are inadequate to express my appreciation for 
your service to our great America.  Know you are in my 
thoughts and prayers every day and thank you for all you 
are doing.
-Nancy F. in Denver, N.C. 

Dear Soldier, Just a note to say Thank You for all you do to 
help ensure our freedoms and safety. My husband was a 
veteran as were many  of the men in my family and I ap-
preciate the sacrifice you make for us. May God bless you 
and keep you safe.
-Nancy A. in Lexington, N.C. 

Heart felt thanks to you for your service to our country, 
The United States of America. Its an honor to salute you 
and all that you do for us. God bless you and keep you safe. 
THANK YOU!
-Nancy A. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to America.  Because of your 
selfless sacrifice, the world is a safer place.  My thoughts 
and prayers are with you always.
-Barbara in Asheville, N.C.

Tears of joy, tears of sorrow, nothing will ever be the same 
tomorrow. Your efforts & strides will forever defeat the 
tides of injustice over our nation & our world. God bless 
you!
-Heather G. in Charlotte, N.C. 

We are grateful for your service to our country and to man-
kind.  May God be with you in your journey!
The Vinson Bowers Family in New Bern, N.C.

My husband’s Navy career is over but the memories of 
the positive things done to assist our great country will 
be some of our best memories. My today’s soldiers/sailors 
have great success and fond memories in defending our 
country! 
-Nancy W. in Elizabeth City, N.C.

Thank you for everything you do for me. My prayers are 
that God will continually bless you and keep you safe.
-Mary S. in Henderson, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for your service.  My son-in-law is 
a retired Marine and he served two tours in Iraq and one 
in Afghanistan.  I know that what you do is important and 
that it is not presented in a good light through the media, 
but I’m very glad that you are there to help.  Stay safe and 
return home quickly!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Dear Soldier,My family and I want to thank you for your 
service and sacrifice for our country. I teach elementary 
school and I remind the children of the fact that our 
soldiers are the reason we are free to make choices about 
how we live.  Please know that you are remembered and 
your safety is prayed for by those of us back home. We love 
and support you!
-Norma B. in Fredericksburg, VA

I am proud of everyone of you.  You are our finest and best.  
It has been 46 years since I completed my military service 
and I have never had any doubt of the importance and 
value of giving the years and sometime the lives to keep 
our country safe.  Thank you so much for your service.
-Nelson E. in Charlotte, N.C. 

How can anyone every thank you enough for your service. 
Please know that we appreciate everything you are doing 
to keep us safe. I pray daily that God will protect you and 
keep you safe and free from harm. I hope that soon you 
will be able to return home to your family, friends and all 
the things you miss about home. We are so proud of you, 
bless you. 
-Shirley in N.C.



With lots of citizen pride, humble respect, and sincere 
appreciation always know that America’s military is truly 
admired by us.  We absolutely thank you for your service 
and for your family sharing you with us.  Daily prayers are 
sent up for you.  It is with such gratitude we call ourselves 
Americans --- the best country on Earth --- knowing you 
give so much for us all to be free!  Upon your return to 
N.C. it would be awesome if you wanted to contact N.C. 
Troops to Teachers to consider teaching in a N.C. school.  
www.N.C.publicschools.org/troops
-Anonymous in Raleigh, N.C. 

My husband and I think of our military daily and  send you 
our prayers and wishes for a safe return.  We know you are 
doing a good and worthy job.  Many thanks.
-Nancy G. in Raleigh, N.C. 

I thank God everyday for the brave men and women who 
fight for our freedom.  What a debt of gratitude we owe 
each and everyone of them.  May God bless you and your 
families for the ultimate sacrifices that you make everyday.
-Nancy H. in Stovall, N.C. 

We Americans appreciate all you are going through - USA 
matters. God bless you. Our prayers are with you day and 
night.  BE BRAVE and come home soon.
-Nancy L. in Oriental, N.C. 

Just a note to let you know how much you are appreciated.  
I know your days can be long, trying and at times down 
right terrifying, so I pray for you and your brothers.  Keep 
your faith and God will see us through this war.  Let your 
light shine for others to see what a true American looks 
like inside and out!  We love you all!
-Nancy W. in Morehead City, N.C. 

Thank you so much for all you do. God bless you. 
-Linda B. in Roanoke Rapids, N.C.  (nothopeles@yahoo.
com)

Thank you for keeping us safe and having the freedom to 
enjoy each and every day. My prayers was with each one of 
you. Be Safe and hurry home.
-Nancy T. in Mooresville, N.C. 

Just a note from Tarboro, N.C. to thank you for your service 
to this great country of ours.  Tarboro is a small town of 
approximately 11,000 that has a Veterans Museum honor-
ing its Edgecombe County Veterans.  It holds a monthly flag 
raising to honor a deceased veteran at the Veterans Memo-
rial on the Town Common.  We have a beautiful mural that 
stretches the length of the historical theater building on 
Main Street to honor our veterans also.  We hold Memorial 
Day Ceremonies and Veterans Day Ceremonies annually.  
We realize the sacrifices made by those in the military and 
appreciate the freedoms we enjoy because of what you do.  
Thank you. 
-Anonymous in Tarboro, N.C.  

To all our American soldiers: thank you for enduring the 
lonely hours, the unhealthy living conditions, the time 
away from your loved ones, the tired bodies and blistered 
feet and sun-burned skin, the held-back tears, the daily 
strain on your soul and spirit, the stress of surviving, and all 
the other indignities and hardships that you handle out of 
love for your country and the freedoms we all enjoy.  I pray 
that you will be home soon.
-Nancy V. in North Little Rock, AR

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your service to 
our country.
-Novah C. in Morganton, N.C. 

Just a note to let you know how much we appreciate your 
service for protecting our country. I know you are making 
a huge sacrifice and I pray that God will protect you if you 
come in contact with the enemy and that you will soon 
be able to come home soon and be with your family. I also 
pray that the leaders of our country will look to God as to 
the best way to handle this situation. May God bless you!
-Nancy W. in Summerfield, N.C. 

Thank you and your family for all the sacrifices you/they 
have made. God bless you all. 
-Neina W. in Pilot Mountain, N.C. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your service and cour-
age.  I feel safer knowing that you are fighting for my well-
being.  Your selflessness is to be admired.  I am praying for 
you safe return to your family and friends.  God bless you.
Beverly White in Murphy, N.C.

Thank you for all you do for us back home.  May God be 
with you always and bring you home safely.  Stay safe!!
-Penny P. in Greensboro, N.C. 



Those of us who have never served for our country take 
for granted our daily lives, routines, family and most of all 
our freedom.  Thank you to all of the brave men and wom-
en who sacrifice all of these things for themselves to make 
sure that the rest of us can enjoy them.  We love you and 
pray for a successful mission and your safe return home.
-Carla W. in King George, VA   

You are such brave men and women serving our country 
and I pray every day that you will return soon to your fami-
lies and loved ones. I look forward to the June issue of Our 
State magazine since my late husband was also a soldier 
stationed at Fort Bragg.  
-Nana in N.C. 

Thank you for all you do for our country. Many people are 
praying for you and hope you will be back with your fami-
lies soon. May God Bless you. 
-Anonymous in N.C.

Greetings from the Jersey Shore!! My husband served in 
the Korean War and then 25 years in the national guard.  I 
have a special place in my heart for our armed service men 
and woman.  Please know that you are in my prayers every 
day.  God Bless you!!!
-Grace Ann in New Jersey

Thank you for your service and commitment to our coun-
try! The world owes you a debt that can never be repaid! 
You guys are the best.
-Steve F. in Wilkesboro, N.C. 

Thank you for your devoted service to our great nation.  
Your sacrifice is appreciated.  Without you, our freedom 
would be eroded.  Because of you, my family will enjoy 
the same freedoms that our forefathers secured with their 
sacrifice.  You are a hero!
-Jan F. in Rural Hall, N.C. 

I can’t imagine the courage it takes to do what you all do.  
The determination you have and the sacrifices you have 
made to keep us safe.  I’m proud of all of you.  And I thank 
you, because you didn’t have to do it, yet, you chose to.  
May the Lord bless you all and keep you safe. 
-Carrey F. in King, N.C.

May God keep you safe, healthy, and always close to him.  
Thank you for your gift of service to our country.
-Anonymous in Hickory, N.C. 

There are no words yet created to express my appreciation 
for what you are doing and what you are giving up and for 
what your families are doing. Thanks. Thanks. Thanks.
-Pam W. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Thank you for defending our freedom!
-Pam L. in Sherrills Ford, N.C. 

I am so thankful for your efforts to protect this nation and 
all it stands for.  Thank you for defending us against foreign 
and domestic threats.  I thank God for this country and 
your commitment to keep it strong and safe.
-John B. in Waynesville, N.C. 

You are doing an amazing job. You and your family are 
in our prayers everyday. Without you doing your job, I 
couldn’t have the Freedom that I have. Please know that 
you have our support. We are very  proud of you.
-Pat H. in Granville, N.C. 

I worry so much about what my grandchildren and great 
grand children will be facing in the future.  Thank you for 
your sacrifices in making our world a little safer for genera-
tions to come.  We have hope and faith that what you are 
doing will be an inspiration to all to unite and put aside the 
conflicts.  ON.C.e again thank you and God bless.
-Patricia G. in Salisbury, N.C. 

I know in our normal daily routines we perhaps remain 
oblivious to our soldiers on the other side of the world.  
Please forgive us - you are important and I wish to express 
my gratitude for your service to our country.
-Patricia in N.C.

Hi.  My name is Paul Zinn, and I wanted to take a few mo-
ments to send a heart-felt “Thank You” for serving.  I’ve 
been there.  I am a 20 year retired member of the USAF.  
It was my pleasure to go before you, but it feels good to 
know that better people have filled in behind.  You are ap-
preciated and I wanted to make sure it was expressed.  I do 
hope that this note finds you safe and far from harms way... 
an acuteness to your surroundings... and full of hope for 
your future.  Blessings from Home and Heaven!
-Paul Z. in Matthews, N.C. 
  
Thank you for all that you do.
-Paula S. in Greensboro, N.C. 



My husband and I just returned from riding our motor-
cycle to Washington, DC to participate in a ride called 
Rolling Thunder! From the beginning prayer to the thun-
derous sound of over 400,000 bikes cranking in a wave 
of excitement in the Pentagon parking lot, to the actual 
trip down Constitution Avenue, past Arlington Cemetery 
and a lone Marine in full salute for the whole parade, the 
Jefferson,Washington and Lincoln monuments all the way 
to the Vietnam War Memorial, people lined the streets and 
over passes of the highways waving flags, wearing red, 
white and blue, holding signs that read, “Thank You Vets”, 
“We Love You” , “This Mom Thanks You”,
The sheer pride of being American and the unexplainable 
appreciation for the men and women of the military filled 
my heart and soul. The people lining the streets were of 
Hispanic, Asian,and African decent proving that AMERICA 
is still a melting pot, because regardless of the color of the 
skin or religious background ALL of these thousands of 
people were waving AMERICAN flags, and cheering you, 
veteran, who ever you are and where ever you are.  You are 
NOT forgotten. YOU stay in our prayers and in our hearts.  
Thank you, we do love you.  May God protect you and 
bring you safely home.
-Jim and Paula in N.C.

I  never fought anywhere against anybody , mainly because 
you were there between me and the enemy. For this I will 
ever be grateful. Tried to enlist in Air Force as I am a nurse 
, but had no luck , age or what else I can’t remember. All I 
can say to you is thank you.
-Peggy B. in Wake Forest, N.C. 

Thank you so much for your dedication to keeping the 
USA free and protecting it’s citizens.  Stay safe and God 
Bless.
-Anonymous in N.C.

From the bottom of our hearts...Thank you for your service 
and keeping us a free nation. 
-Peggy F. in Plano, TX

We are so thankful and blessed by all that you do.  
Thoughts and many prayers.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank-you so much for everything you do for my freedom.  
Your sacrifices are not unnoticed and I pray for your health 
and safety.  Because of you I am able to live in the most 
wonderful country in the world and enjoy all the freedoms 
that I do.  
-Penny C. in Raleigh, N.C. 

Son, we are so proud of you.  We pray for your safety every 
single day.  Please know that we LOVE you very, very much.  
Mom & Dad (The Perkins Family in Mebane, N.C.)

We pray for you daily and know that you are out there 
protecting us gives us a great calm.  Stay safe.  
-Perry and Judy Broussard in Stanley, N.C. 

Thank you for all that you are doing for all of us.
-Pam H. in Morganton, N.C. 

Thank you so much for what you are doing for our Coun-
try.  We appreciate and honor your strength and courage. 
May the Lord watch over everything you do, protect you 
from harm, and bring you home safely. Blessings in His 
name.
-Peggy H. in Winston-Salem, N.C.

I would like to thank all of our soldiers that are fighting for 
our country.  The ones overseas and the ones that are still 
in the United States.
-Phyllis J. in Tyner, N.C. 

It’s hard to say thank you for something I don’t have a 
REAL concept of (have never served in the military) - but 
just the same, THANK YOU for your service!  There really 
are lots of us who admire your dedication and wish you 
the very best.  Remember that each day passed brings you 
closer to home and that soon your service will be another 
memory in a rich, full life!
-KD Shumacher in Jamestown, N.C.

THANK YOU for serving our country. There is so much 
terror in this world and because of you I can sit in my back 
yard with my beloved dog, Hank while a gentle N.C. breeze 
blows the maple tree leaves above us. We are safe and can 
enjoy this because of you.  When I read the newspaper and 
watch the news I am so glad to live in the United States of 
America.  The land of the free and home of brave soldiers--
YOU.  
-Paulette Hutchins & Hank in Rutherfordton, N.C.



Thank you for keeping my family safe and our country.  I 
am so proud to be part of a country with such a GREAT 
MILITARY!  God bless you all.
-Sandra I. in Charleston, SC

God Bless You!  I sincerely appreciate all you do for our 
country and the sacrifices you make to keep me safe and 
free.  
-Anonymous in N.C.

Dear Soldier, Thank you for the sacrifice you make for each 
of us to be free. We think of you each day, pray for you each 
day, and wish you home in the great US each day. We live 
in Lexington, N.C. and teach our son of the sacrifices that 
military men and women make for our freedoms each day. 
Bless you and may you be safe until your return.
-Connie McBride and Family in Lexington, N.C. 

Thank you so much for the many sacrifices you make for 
our FREEDOM.  God bless and keep you - always.   THANK 
YOU!
-Richard P. in San Diego, CA

Thanks so much for protecting our freedom. May God 
Bless You Always  and Keep You safe in His Blessings!
-Paula W. in Raleigh, N.C. 

I am very proud of all our U.S. military and pray for their 
safety and their families back at home, too, as they serve 
our country to retain our freedom.  It isn’t an easy job 
they do and the many sacrifices they make to protect our 
country from terrorists that want to harm our country.  
May God bless each one, and may God bring them all back 
home safely real soon. May they all remember that God is 
their great protector and defender.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you so much for all of your sacrifices for our free-
dom. You are all in my prayers and thoughts daily. Thanks 
again we can’t say it enough!
-Teresa G. in Wilson, N.C. 

Thank you for all that you do.  
-Patsy B. in Zebulon, N.C. 

To all of you that serve in the military and often stand in 
harm’s way,thanks from the bottom of my heart. You are 
the heros and role models that I look up to. You do not 
stand alone for there are many who stand behind you and 
use the weapon of prayer. I pray you come home safely 
soon.
-Ed Lankford, Wilkesboro, N.C. 

Thanks for fighting to protect our country.  My brother 
began his military career at Fort Bragg and spent 33.5 years 
in the military.  He always was proud that he had done his 
part and continued to support all others who are doing so.  
Good luck and God Bless you and hurry home.
-Elaine P. in Asheville, N.C. 

Thank you so much for protecting our country and all it’s 
citizens. My husband served in the Air Force so I know 
what a sacrifice for you and your family and thank you is so 
inadequate.  God Bless You Always.
-Anonymous in N.C.

I respect and admire the choice you made to serve and 
sacrifice for me and our country.  God bless you!  
-Anonymous in Fayetteville, N.C. 

May God put His hedge of protection around each and ev-
ery American soldier serving in our Armed Forces around 
the world. Thanks to each one for your service and dedica-
tion to our great USA.
-Bonnie S. in N.C.

There are not enough words in the dictionary to tell you 
how much we appreciate your sacrifice for our great 
country.   We will pray for your safe return.   Thank you for 
keeping us safe.
-Peggy & Ernie R. in Havelock, N.C.

Thank you so much for all you do and all you’ve sacrificed 
on our behalf. It’s getting hot & humid so come home 
safely & get to the beach, you deserve it! Thank you again 
and God speed.
-Peggy T. in Sanford, N.C. 

To all American Soldiers, I am a mother of 3, a teacher and 
wife. My life is made possible by deeply committed soldiers 
like yourself. Please know that there are many of us that 
are in awe of your dedication and the sacrifices that you 
make to  our country. I pray for your families strength in 
your absence and for your safe return. God Bless You.
-Anonymous in California



Thank you for your service to our great country. Be safe 
and know that your service is much appreciated.
A Veteran in N.C.

Thank you for protecting our country. I appreciate all the 
hard work you are doing for us. It’s awesome that you are 
risking your lives for us. 
-Caroline, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.

Thank you for protecting our country. We really appreciate 
you very much. I hope you stay safe.
-Lexi, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.                              

Thank you for fighting for our country. We appreciate you. I 
hope you stay safe.
-Cheyenne, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.

Thank you for fighting for our country’s freedom. I hope 
you stay safe.
-Samantha, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.

Thank you for defending our country. You are the best 
solders anyone could ever have. Thank you for risking your 
life for us.
-Deandre, 3rd Grade, Siler City, N.C. 

Thank you for protecting our country. I hope you stay safe.
-Sabrina, 3rd Grade, Chatham, N.C. 

Thank you for protecting our freedom from the Taliban. We 
appreciate you.
-Brandon, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.

Thank you for fighting for our country. I really appreciate 
it. I hope you all have a safe trip home.
-Janice, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.

Thank you for fighting for our country. I appreciate you 
protecting us. Thank you so much.
-Briana, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.

Thank you for protecting our country. We appreciate you.   
My daddy is in Afghanistan. Stay safe.
-Maeve, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.

Thank you for risking your lives for us. Thank you for de-
fending our country.
-Daniel, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.

Thank you for fighting for our country. We appreciate what 
you are doing.
-James, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C. 

Thank you for protecting our country. That is so nice that 
you want to help protect our country.
-Meagan, 3rd Grade, in Chatham, N.C.
 
God bless our military and God bless America.
-Pauline I. in Richmond, IN

Thank you for your service for our country. You are a hero 
with big shoulders. Your bravery is amazing.
-Patricia F. in Milan, TN

God Bless all.
-Nancy R. in Salisbury, N.C. 

Thanks for all the sacrifices.
-Robert P. in Graham, N.C.

Hi. Thanks so much. I have two boys and they are thankful 
for you service. My name is Amy. 
-Amy B. in Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 

Thank you for your service and your sacrifice.  You are 
appreciated by all North Carolinians for what you do to 
protect us and our nation.  My prayer is that God will 
protect you and keep you from harm as you play this vital 
role in preserving our freedom and the freedom of others 
around the world.  Best wishes for a safe and speedy return 
home at the end of your tour. We are all grateful for all that 
you do.
-Roberta B. in Mars Hill, N.C.

Stay safe and God bless. You men and women are in my 
prayers. I want to thank you for your service to our great 
American country, the USA. We will never forget you.
-Ron S. in Jarvisburg, N.C. 

Having grown up in Sneads Ferry, I was always aware of 
the military presence in our area.  But only after I was old-
er did I fully realize the dedication and sacrifice that comes 
with being in the military.  Thank you for all that you do 
and please remember that you are always in our thoughts 
and prayers.  May God bless you and keep you in His care.
-Rachel W. in Sneads Ferry, N.C.



Please know that it means so very much to me that you are 
serving our country and preserving my freedoms!  Every 
time I see a U.S. flag I think of the sacrifice you are making 
for me.  I keep you in my prayers.  
-Rachel M. in Greenville, N.C. 

Our prayer is Gods protective hand will be over and guid-
ing you each step of the way. Thank you all so much for the 
sacrifice you have given to your country. I know. I am a Vet. 
too. 
-Bob H. in Winston-Salem, N.C.  

Thank you each one for your service to our country. Best 
regards.
-Captain Phil Keith, US Army Helicopter Pilot, Vietnam ’69 
in Vass, N.C. 

I want to thank you and your family for the incredible sac-
rifices you are making to keep me and my family safe and 
free.  May God bless you and watch over you.
-Nancy J. in Cary, N.C. 

I would like to thank you for fighting for our country with-
out our troops I don’t know what the world would be like. 
Thanks for everything that you do we are truly blessed to 
have men and women out their fighting for our freedom. 
Thank you.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Please know that you are being prayed for back home.  We 
appreciate your sacrifice and service to our country.  We 
look forward to the day our troops can come home.  God 
bless!
-Nancy R. in Zebulon, N.C. 
Thank you for your service to support our country to keep 
us free. My husband served in WWII and I know it is not 
easy but very dangerous. I appreciate all you do and pray 
for you all.
-Anne W. in Wilmington, N.C. 

I hope you find the magazine a little taste of home.  We 
appreciate the sacrifice that you are making every day.  We 
are praying that your effort will accomplish the desired 
outcome and a safe return home soon. Thank you.
-Blayne Overman in Ramseur, N.C. (rboverman@gmail.com)

Thank you for your service. As a former Marine I know 
what being in a faraway, hostile place is like. Be careful 
wherever you are and come home safe.
-Bob & Sharon B. in Boiling Spring Lakes, N.C. 

What a timely article!  I’m so grateful every single day for 
the dedication and sacrifice of those who serve our coun-
try.  May God bless them!
-Rose B. in Simpsonville, SC

I appreciate all that you guys do to keep our country safe.  
God bless and keep you until you return to your loved 
ones.  
-Christine M. in Clarkton, N.C. 

God bless you for your dedication and service to family 
and country.  You proudly stand in a long line of Patriots 
who have successfully defended our nation for centuries. 
Yours is a place of honor and devotion in our hearts.
-Rick C. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

You are appreciated! I am a working mother of two and 
granddaughter of a former WWII pilot. I am raising my boys 
to love and respect our country and its servants. THANK 
YOU for fighting to ensure my children go to school with a 
feeling of safety in the mornings. THANK YOU for ensur-
ing their future with your sacrifice. THANK YOU for your 
superior commitment and caring. Please know you are in 
our prayers for a speedy return to those you love. 
-Rebecca Y. in Belmont, N.C. 

We are proud of your sacrifice and love for your country. I 
am praying for your safe return!
-Rebecca F. in Raleigh, N.C. 

I just want to say “Thank You”, seems like such a small 
thing,but the feeling behind it speaks volumes. I cannot 
imagine not having the freedoms we have today.
-Noreese B. in Colonial Heights, VA

We give you heartfelt thanks and tears of gratitude for the 
sacrifices you make each day for our beloved United States 
of America.  You are always in our thoughts and prayers 
asking for your safety and quick return to your family and 
this the greatest nation on earth!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for serving! Because of you all of us can use our 
freedoms. It takes special people to protect those free-
doms!
-Richard G. in Winston-Salem, N.C. 



I would like to say to the soldiers serving our great country 
how much you are appreciated for what you do to pre-
serve our freedom and way of life we have that no other 
country has, my prayer for you is that God will keep you 
safe until you make it home to be with family and friends.
-Richard H. in High Point, N.C.

Dear soldier, I just want to say thank you. I know you are 
giving up a lot to serve your country and all of us who 
enjoy her freedoms. Thank you to your family as well. Stay 
safe.
-Rhi B. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Think of you everyday! Spc Scott Sullivan (my son) now 
serving in Afghanistan. 
-Susan R. in Wendell, N.C. 

God Bless you and keep you safe. We are so proud of you. 
My husband is a veteran and served in the air force during 
the Vietnam War...Military men and women hold a special 
place in our hearts. We pray for you and and your families 
for the sacrifices you make. We love you !!
-Rhonda W. in Oxford, N.C. 

Just want to say we appreciate all that you do. Your sacrific-
es you give on a daily basis to provide safety and freedom 
for us here at home and others around the world, is to be 
commended by all. God Bless you and your families. Thank 
You for all you do.
-Rhonda A. in Gainesville, GA

Thanks to you all for your service.  I have lived most of 
my life in this military town, and I have seen the sacrifices 
made by the women and men in service, as well as their 
families.  Know that we support you, and hope that your 
mission will be successfully completed soon, so that you 
may return to your loved ones at home.
-Anonymous in Goldsboro, N.C. 

Just a Thank You is the least I can say.
-Donald R. in Elizabethton, TN

Thank you for all that you do.
-Richard B. in Sanford, N.C. 

Thanks so much for your sacrifice. We love you and we 
pray for your safety. God bless.
-Peggy & Richard R. in Spruce Pine, N.C.

Greetings My Brothers in Arms! I thank God for your dedi-
cation and service to our great country! I just want you to 
know that I pray to God each and every morning, of every 
single day, that God will bless and protect you and your 
families. I grew up as a son of a career military man; my 
father was a Green Beret in Vietnam and also fought in the 
Korean War. So, I know the sacrifices that military families 
make for this country. My heart is filled with gratitude to 
you all. I am a Christian man of God that loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ and I know that He loves each of you and your 
families. May He continue to surround you with a hedge of 
protection and guide you in the way you should go. I have 
a Christian website that you can visit for spiritual nourish-
ment and encouragement: www.EmbraceHisGrace.com 
-Rick D. in Fayetteville, N.C. 

You folks keep up the great work and spirit. As a 22 year 
vet, I and my family truly understand and appreciate you 
all.
-Bob K. in Mars Hill, N.C. 

Thanks just isn’t enough for all you do to protect us here 
in the US.  Your hard work and bravery is greatly appreci-
ated!!  God Bless the USA and God Bless You!
-Lisa S. in Clayton, N.C. 

Thanks to all of you for protecting our liberty, a service 
that is not taken for granted.  You ARE appreciated.  You 
have earned our debt of gratitude for which we cannot 
ever adequately pay.  I pray for your safety daily. You are a 
hero.  A “thank you” is not adequate but thanks anyway.
-Richard L. in Fayetteville, N.C. 

Thank you from me and my family for the work you do so 
that we can lay down at night without a care and know 
that because of our military, we can sleep peacefully and 
wake safely and go on with our everyday lives. We owe you 
our freedom and the ability to go about daily without inter-
ference to you and your fellow soldiers. We will keep you 
in all our prayers so that as you go about that you will also 
be safe. Thank you is such an inadequate word for what we 
fee and what you do but know that as we say thank you 
we mean much more than that. God Bless You All.
-Patricia W. in Kernersville, N.C.  



My family wants to take the time to thank you for your 
service and devotion to our country! I pray that upcom-
ing generations will have the same respect for our great 
country that you do! What more can we ask out of life, 
than to be able to sleep at night, and feel safe and secure in 
our homes.
-Robin Y. in Raleigh, N.C. 

To all the soldiers and military personnel serving our 
country at home and abroad, accept our deep and heartfelt 
thanks and gratitude today and every day.
-Robine C. in Dunn, N.C. 

Dear Soldier, Thank you so much for your service. I pray 
that you remain safe, healthy and happy. Best regards.
-Robin E. in Raleigh, N.C. 

Thank you to all the men & women that serve our country 
and give us the freedom that we have. We owe so much to 
each of you. 
The Flynt Family in Greensboro, N.C. 

We want to thank you,may God bless and keep you. My 
husband was in VN in 1968,and he wishes you all the best. 
You are all very brave and hope you’re home soon, I’m 
grateful you have ways to communicate we didn’t have. 
You get to stay in touch  with your loved ones,God Bless 
America and you who are keeping it that way. Thanks 
aren’t enough, but I thank you.
-Judy D. in Monroe

Having a son in the military, I am very aware of the sacri-
fices that soldiers and their families have to make.  I thank 
you for your service and your willingness to protect and 
guard the freedoms that we all enjoy.  Everything you do is 
very much appreciated.  Thank you...thank you...thank you.
Rose and Bill West in Franklin, N.C.

Thank you for all you do to protect our country and our 
freedom.  You will not be forgotten for your service.  My 
prayers are with you.
-Karen in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country!  All patriotic 
citizens in America do appreciate the sacrifices you make 
for our benefit.
-R. Pugh in Greensboro, N.C. 

I sincerely thank you for your service to our nation. Our 
prayers are with you. 
-Roxie M. in State Road, N.C. 

Thank you very much for your service to this great country.
-Ronald F. in Apex, N.C. 

Forever thankful and heart felt gratitude for your service 
and your families sacrifices.  God Bless.
-Rick S. in China Grove, N.C. 

As I help Special Forces soldiers deploying from Ft. Bragg, 
I say a prayer asking God to bring them back safely.  Thank 
you for your service and dedication!
-Bob S. in Fayetteville, N.C. 

I want to thank you for all that you are doing for our coun-
try and for keeping us safe here back home.  You all give so 
much of your life and time and time away from your family.
-Ruby E. in Raleigh, N.C. 

I sit here in South Texas complaining about the heat I  
think of you in such a hostile environment it being hotter 
than anything I see and having a 50 lb backpack to add 
to the misery and I then appreciate what you are doing.  
Thank you and God Bless You.
-Reggie W. in San Antonio, TX

Thanks for all you to to protect our freedom.  We love you 
girls and guys!
-Reginia W. in Thurmond, N.C.

My flag flies freely in front of my home because of your 
bravery.  Never feel forgotten. God bless and keep you. 
-Robert P. in Norlina, N.C. 

Just want to say THANK YOU to all the brave men and 
women who are fighting overseas to protect our free-
doms. U guys are putting your life on the line everyday 
to protect me at home. You guys deserve nothing but the 
best care,treatment,etc... when you come home. And I pray 
everyday that all of you will. Best of luck and God bless you 
and God bless the USA.
-Ken M. in Baldwin, NY



I really never understood how life can be so damning. 
How we as humans, can be so horrible to each other. Not 
having been around anyone in the military, I took it all for 
granted....until I worked at Luke Air Force base in Phoenix, 
AZ. My eyes were surely open then. I also came to grips 
with reality on 9/11, as did most of us. I had to face the 
actions of others head on...as I was at ground zero for 2 
weeks. Having sitting home that day, and watching the ter-
ror unfold before my eyes, as realizing that my life and the 
life of those I love and lost, would never be the same again. 
To sit there and face those facts were tough, but facing the 
fact that there are so many people that hate others, was 
paralyzing. Don’t we all have the same God but called by 
another name? My God certainly would not ask me to do 
such atrocities to others...why does theirs? 
While I was at the base, I met some of the greatest folks on 
the planet. Some of which are in the war zone as I write 
and as I worry and pray each day for their safe return. Until 
we all know someone that is working a job, that wasn’t 
totally in the fine print when they signed their name on 
that dotted line to enlist....you will never truly understand 
the hell that they face everyday, in order to free those over 
there that are stuck in hell. I will admit that there are times 
when I sit here and yell and God for placing them in harms 
way, but find myself yelling at God more, for 9/11 that en-
abled this war to begin.
For those of you who I will never meet and those of you 
who I have...my God be with you and watch your every 
move while you are fighting for the cause. I will see you 
when you return and hold you ALL...deep in my thoughts 
and prayers...
Be safe and remember..that you are loved!!!!
-Sabra D. in Lexington, N.C.

Thanks for what you are doing for our country.  Your ser-
vice is much appreciated.  Come home safe.
-Sally C. in Cary, N.C. 

Thank you for being there for us and doing a terrific job....
special people like yourself is what makes us feel so spe-
cial everyday by having the freedom that we share. Thank 
you!
-Cathy R. in West Melbourne, FL

Thanks to you I am living in a nation that believes in the 
value of human life, that gives opportunities for a million 
different ways to enjoy freedom. Thanks to you my grand-
children live where education is free and not just limited to 
the males. I appreciate that you are at times far from home 
and all that that means. I thank you for your service in the 
armed forces and all the sacrifices that go with that!
-Clara W. in Raleigh, N.C. 

I personally am so proud and feel so Blessed to have men 
and women who are brave enough to step up to protect 
our freedoms as our military does each day.  I know it is 
so hard but you are in our prayers each day.  We as citizens 
just take to much for granted each day. We all have all our 
freedoms to be thankful for.  Thank you again with all my 
heart!
-Katherine S. in Ayden, N.C. 

This country can never thank you enough for what you 
are doing to protect us and our freedoms.  We are eternally 
grateful for your sacrifice, and the sacrifice of your family.  
We pray for your safety and for the successful end to these 
wars.  Blessings and Peace!
-Richard & Ava Turner in Nebo, N.C.  (sardismouse@bell-
south.net)

Thanks so much for all the sacrifices you make to protect 
and defend this great country of ours in order that we 
may continue to enjoy the freedom that we have. I have 
had family and many friends serve in the military so I am 
extremely appreciative of what all of our armed forces 
endure to protect us.
-Sandy Autry in Lake Waccamaw, N.C.

On Memorial Day we honored family members who served 
in years gone by and were able to return to us.  We rejoiced 
for the one who came home from Iraq in recent months. 
We pray for your safe return and for your family as they 
wait to greet you with big hugs and lots of kisses. 
-Shirley B. in Boiling Springs, N.C. 

Thank you so much for your dedication and sacrifice every-
day.  Words cannot describe the gratitude that I feel and 
my family feels for everything that you do for us and our 
country.
-Sherry L. in Asheboro, N.C. 

Thanks, from one veteran to another.
-Scott S. in Franklinton, N.C.



I salute each of you with deepest gratitude for the sacrific-
es you are making at home and abroad to serve this won-
derful country and keep all of us safe and free.  We often 
see evidence of your service here in our communities.  My 
husband was rescued from his wrecked, overturned vehi-
cle by two Marines from Cherry Point, N.C..  How thankful 
we are to have these young men living in our community. 
God bless all of you and your families.
-Anonymous in Morehead City, N.C. 

You are not forgotten for we appreciate everything that 
you do for our country. Keep up the fight and come home 
soon soldier
-Scott R. in Southern Pines, N.C. 
 

Thanks for your service and sacrifice in defense of our 
freedoms, continuing to uphold the truths that make our 
country all that it is and will be because of your efforts.  All 
the best for a safe return home. Very best regards.
-The Ryan Family in Charlotte, N.C. 

God bless you for all you do to keep our country safe. My 
prayers are with you every day. I pray for your safety and 
your safe return home. ON.C.e again, I sincerely appreciate 
your sacrifice.
-Ray H. in Greensboro, N.C. 

N.C. has been my home from 83-1998, then 2003 and now 
I’ll be moving to Spokane, WA where I lived for a few years 
from 99-2003. We live in a beautiful country, and I’ve seen 
the Pacific and the Atlantic.  But to live here in freedom has 
been at the personal expense of dedicated warriors who 
defend that freedom with great sacrifice.  I keep our ser-
vice members in my thoughts and prayers, and I thank you 
personally for defending our freedom.  May God continue 
to protect you and keep you safe so that you may return to 
your home.  
-Carol G. in Spokane, WA 

The Finlay Family in Thomasville, N.C. would like to thank 
you for all your hard work and dedication.  My husband 
and I had the pleasure of visiting the American Cemetery 
in France last month and it touched our hearts forever! 

Every one of you makes a difference! We are grateful to you 
beyond words.  Be safe and may God Bless you and your 
families and friends.  Thanks again!
-Peg F. in Thomasville, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country! With out the 
brave men & women in the armed forces, our country 
would not be what it is today! I have several family mem-
bers overseas myself and pray everyday for their safe 
return. Thank you!!!!!
-Sarah in Pine Hall, N.C. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to express my gratitude 
for your service to our country. I know many of the things 
I take for granted would not be possible if people like you 
were not willing to be soldiers. I pray for your safety and 
for your safe return home. Take care, God bless & thank 
you!
-Suzie in Charlotte, N.C. 

Thank you so much for all that you give up for our country. 
-Sharon G. in N.C. 

Thank you, grazie, merci beaucoup,you are thought and 
prayed for, may you come home soon.
-Sharon M. in Corolla, N.C. 

Thank you for all you are doing for all of us here at home. 
May God bless each and every one of you.
-Susan H. in Archer Lodge, N.C. 

Thank you for all you do to keep us safe and for us to have 
the rights we take for granted! My Dad was a WWII veteran 
and my classmates were in Viet Nam. Now my daughter is a 
soldier and has served in Iraq and Korea. You are loved and 
admired for your dedication to our great country and it’s 
people. Thank you! God Bless You!
-Susan in N.C.

Thank you for being willing to  leave your family, friends, 
and home to go to a hostile environment to ensure my 
safety and the safety of those I love.  Although I have not 
served, 5 of my family members have been part of the Na-
val and Marine forces since the 1960’s.  I feel the upmost 
gratitude and respect for you and your fellow soldiers who 
sacrifice so much to keep our country’s freedoms intact.  I 
pray for you daily and wish you God speed until you return 
to American soil.
-Sherry O. in Durham, N.C. 



Both of my brothers were in the Army and a brother-in-law 
was in the Navy.  I hope & pray that you stay safe everyday.  
Living in the same county as Cherry Point, I know military 
presence is vital to the world.  Thank you.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you so much for going the distance to protect us 
and serve our country. The United States of America is the 
greatest country in the world and knowing you are there 
for us is comforting.
-Sherry T. in Sneads Ferry, N.C.

A big thank-you to all of the troops from an almost 70 year-
old woman!  Yesterday our community held a Memorial 
Day Service which honored the fallen from all of the wars, 
the flag, and the service of all current members of the 
armed forces and their families.  It was very moving for all 
of us.  We pray for your safety and well-being daily.
-Shirley M. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

I am so very proud of our soldiers,at home and abroad. You 
all are in my prayers daily. God Bless you all.
-Anonymous in N.C.

We thank you for all of your sacrifices that you are making 
to serve our Country.  I am the Mom of a serviceman, and I 
reach out to all of you there sending prayers for your safe 
return home. 
-Saundra H. in Lancaster, PA

It is with gratitude and appreciation that I express my 
deepest thanks to the men and women of our great nation 
for their service and sacrifices they have and are making 
in the defense of our nation.  I take pride in saying that I 
am an America!  God bless you all and protect each of you 
along with your families. 
-Jonathan S. in Salisbury, N.C. 

Sometimes simple words say it best. “Thank You” from the 
bottom of my heart for serving our country. 
-Susie P. in Deep Run, N.C. 

Here I sit, wondering how I am so lucky to be blessed 
by people like you who give your life to protecting this 

piece of heaven I enjoy daily. I pray that you find a piece 
of heaven wherever you are stationed and some peace to 
counter the intense situations that being military can put 
you in. Thank you for your patriotism and dedication to the 
USA and strangers like me, who find ourselves wanting to 
give you a great big hug and knowing even that and any 
words we can find in a dictionary still can’t express our 
appreciation.
-Evelyn W. in College Grove, TN

Thank you for serving so bravely and honorably and pro-
tecting our freedom! Those words don’t really express the 
pride I feel when I think of all our military.  You are in my 
prayers daily.  I pray for your safety and health as you con-
tinue to serve overseas.  I always pray that all of you will be 
home sooner than later! Again...thanks so much!
-Sharon I. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Thank you so much for all you are doing. I know some-
times you may think you have been forgotten but you 
haven’t. You are in my prayers and so is your family,i pray 
for God’s protection and know that you are prayed for 
daily.
-Susan J. in Mount Holly, NC

To whomever may read this, I hope this note finds you safe. 
Please know that your service to our country is so appreci-
ated that simply saying “thank you” seems insignificant. I 
made a pact with myself since September 11th...and that is 
to personally say thank you to every member of the armed 
forces I see, whenever I see them; to fly my flag proudly 
every single day of the year until you all come home safe; 
and to donate blood at the N.C. Armory where I know my 
blood will be sent directly to Iraq or Afghanistan. To each 
of you who have volunteered selflessly for our freedom, my 
heart is with you each and every day. Thank you.
-Jeannine Aull in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

You are an inspiration to us every day. We appreciate the 
sacrifices that you are making to keep the world a safer 
place.
-Anonymous in Durham, N.C. 

We are proud of those of you serve our country so well. If 
it were not for you, we would not enjoy the freedoms we 
now have. Thank you!!!
-Sandy G. in Greensboro, N.C. 

Thanks for all you are doing in defense of freedom.  Your 
sacrifices and those of your family are deeply appreciated.
-Anonymous in N.C.



As I was watching a PBS special last night about Snipers 
and Sniper Training I was amazed at the training and cour-
age it takes to do this or any other job with the military.  
We at home cannot imagine what you and your families 
must endure to protect our freedoms.  Please know we 
care and think of you as you do this dangerous work.
-Sharon M. in Hickory, N.C. 

We are most appreciative of your efforts to protect our 
beautiful country. Be safe and return to all your loved ones 
soon.
-S. & B. Sneed in Durham, N.C. 

Our sincere appreciation goes out to you and all soldiers 
who are helping defend our country.
-Anonymous in North Carolina

Being the wife of a retired Marine, I know what it’s like to 
have your husband far away.  This thank you goes to all the 
military husbands and wives who endure so many long 
deployments away from their family.  They miss birthdays, 
graduations, births, anniversaries and just watching their 
kids grow up.  It takes a very special person to endure the 
time away from home.  The gratitude that I feel for all the 
soldiers out there is more than can ever be put into words.  
Just remember when you are feeling down and homesick 
and wondering why you are doing this, someone over here 
is thanking God that you are keeping us free and safe.  I 
am now the mother of a military child.  I am so very proud 
of her and proud of all those who serve; past, present and 
future.  When you see the flag of these United States of 
America flying, know that it is flying in your honor. 
-Debbie T. in Newport, N.C. 

I can’t thank you all enough for what you are doing for 
this country, knowing you could lose your life at any time.  
I just want to praise you for everything you have done, 
words just can’t express it!!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Being FREE does have a price. THANK YOU to all the men 
and women of our armed forces for what you do!!!! 
-Sonny D. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

My prayers are with all of our soldiers each day and want 
you to know how very much I appreciate the sacrifices 
you make each day for our freedom.  I’m so proud of our 
armed forces and I do realize the humanitarian efforts you 
achieve.
-Charlotte C. in Mobile, AL

Greetings  Warriors, A heartfelt thanks to each man & wom-
an serving our Great Nation in our Armed Forces.  Without 
your current efforts and the efforts of those before you, 
none of us Americans or illegals would enjoy the freedoms 
that we have today. God’s Speed in your Journey.
-Steven P. in Belews Creek, N.C. 

Your service to our country is greatly appreciated.  Our 
prayers are with you.  Thanks for all you do.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Being from a military family and living in a military town, 
my admiration for those who serve in any branch of the 
Armed Services or in the National Guard is equivalent to 
the most beautiful symbols of the United States of America:  
the American Flag, the Statue of Liberty. Thank you from my 
heart for your valor, honor, and service.  May God bless and 
keep you safe.
-Anonymous in Fayetteville, N.C.

Thank you.  We honor and support you.  We are grateful for 
your bravery and dedication.  We pray for you often. God 
Bless.
-Dennis & Sandra W. in Apex, N.C. 

Thank you to the outstanding Men and Women of our 
Armed Forces.  Your dedication to your work and your 
daily sacrifice are an important reminder that the price of 
freedom is certainly not free.  Thank you for making the 
world a safer place and for keeping the USA the best coun-
try on the planet.
-Shawn M. in Clayton, N.C. 

To all soldiers and their families-thank You! For you cour-
age, sacrifice and love of our country, it’s liberties, and it’s 
people. May the God of all Creation bless you, keep you 
safe, and be you and your families provision of all your 
needs. In Jesus name, amen.
-Teresa W. in Wake Forest, N.C. 

Just a big THANKS!!!!!!! God Bless!
-Anonymous in N.C.



Sometimes I think that we, as civilians, forget to personal-
ize your service to our country. I realize that you could be 
my brother or sister, or one of my children.... then every-
thing changes from just thanks to overwhelming grati-
tude.  I support you and our country and will lift you up 
in prayer as you continue to protect me, my family and my 
country.  Thank you so very much. 
-Beverly W. in Ramseur, N.C. 

There is not enough words available to express the grati-
tude we feel for all you do to protect us and our homeland.  
Thanks so much and may God bless you and your family.
-Linda in N.C.

“Thank you” is so inadequate in expressing my gratitude 
for the sacrifices you and your family  are making for me 
and all other American citizens. You have my eternal grati-
tude and prayers for your safety.
-Sandra T. in Brevard, N.C. 

Thank you so very much for your service to our country to 
keep us free. We so appreciate your giving of yourself. Our 
prayers are with you. God bless you all.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Just a note guys to say “thanks” for all you do and will 
continue to do. You don’t have to be a Veteran to love this 
great country of ours but it certainly doesn’t hurt espe-
cially if you are being placed in harms way somewhere in 
the World.  Thank you so much for your sacrifice and your 
dedication. Please stay safe and hurry home. It has been 41 
years since I was in the same position that you are in now 
so from one Vietnam Veteran to another Veteran, may God 
hold you in the palm of his hand and protect you forever.
-Don Stutts in Kernersville,N.C.  (stuttsdon@yahoo.com)

There aren’t enough words to tell you how proud we are 
of the work that you do for the United States of America.  
Please know that you are being prayed for and thought of 
on a daily basis.  May God bless each of you with peace and 
comfort until you can be reunited with your friends and 
family.
-Joy T. in Louisburg, N.C. 

Thank you for your brave service to keep our nation free.
-Sue P. in Kernersville, N.C. 

My dad is ex-military and I see in his eyes the emotion of 
loss, and love for our troops. This brings me to tears too.. 
I feel so blessed to know that we have such strong, intel-
ligent, America loving Men and Women who sacrifice all 
they are to keep us safe from harm and are not afraid to 
“give all” which happens everyday. My heart and prayers 
are with you all.
-Leigh H. in Clyde, N.C. 

This past weekend (May 30th) I had the awesome privilege 
to meet and shake the hand of a Veteran who had stopped 
for directions at the same gas station in Eagle Rock, Vir-
ginia.  Apparently, they were having the traveling Vietnam 
wall as part of their Memorial Day celebration, and he had 
come, dressed in uniform, to acknowledge his brother’s 
name who had died in Vietnam.  I was struck I think for the 
first time, by the tears in his eyes,of how personal war is to 
those who’ve lost loved ones fighting for our freedom.  I’d 
like to thank you for all you do for our country in defend-
ing our freedom as US citizens.  We have taken what you 
do and who you are for granted long enough.  I will never 
forget the look in that Vet’s eyes, and the personal cost it 
must have been to him, or the flags that lined the streets 
of all the small towns we rode motorcycles through from 
Beckley, West Va. through Roanoke, Va., and meeting the 
coal miner’s and seeing the cemetery in Beckley where 
their most recent casualties were laid to rest.  It all struck 
me as surreal and definitely a pivotal moment in my life of 
how precious life is and how thankful I should be that you 
are there in harm’s way, so that I can be here and have the 
freedom to live and ride motorcycles with my friends on 
the Parkway and meet “real people” at places like Tuggles 
Gap and Floyd, Va.  I will never be too busy again, to thank 
a Veteran or an active Soldier for what I have.  I now have a 
new respect for those airmen from Seymour Johnson AFB 
in Goldsboro, N.C., near my home and work.  Thank you all 
for your sacrifice.  May God richly bless you in all that you 
do. 
-Anonymous in N.C. 

Just a note to say thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your selfless sacrifice to keep this country safe for my 2 
year old little girl.  Thanks to you, I don’t have to worry that 
the car next to us will explode or that she will face death 
every time we walk out our door.  We are praying for you 
and hope you remain safe. 
-Tracy B. in Thomasville, NC  



Words cannot thank you enough for your service to our 
country and for the sacrifices you are making to keep our 
nation free. My husband is a Viet Nam veteran and I spend 
most of my time working with community organizations 
to encourage them to provide support services to our 
geographically remote Reserve Component members and 
their families. We also spend part of our time in the DC 
area and were here for Memorial Day. It was wonderful to 
see all of the flags flying in my neighborhood and to hear 
the many wonderful speeches filled with gratitude for the 
work you are doing. I hope you got to hear some of them. 
My husband and wish you Godspeed, a successful tour, and 
a safe return home. Blessings to you and your family.
-Susan K. in Kernersville, N.C. 

Thanks for your service in these difficult times. With luck, 
you will be home soon.
-Sharon V. in Winston-Salem, N.C.

Thank you seems so little to say for what you do. You and 
your day. A loved ones back here are in my prayers as you 
protect us.
-Sandy Watkins in Zebulon, N.C. 

“And I’m proud to be an American, where at least I know 
I’m free...”  ALL BECAUSE OF YOU!! With immense grati-
tude.
-Sybil N. in Franklin, VA

Many thanks for all you are doing to promote peace around 
the world.  No matter what your assigned work is, it is im-
portant to your American patriots.  May God bless you and 
grant you a safe and blessed day. A 76 Year old lady.
-Sylvia W. in Wake Forest, N.C. 

As a veteran of the US Army, let me add my note of thanks 
to all the men and women of our Armed Forces serving 
gallantly wherever you are.  Thank you for all that you are 
doing to keep our great country free and strong.  Thank 
you for insuring all the freedoms we here in the US enjoy.  
I will be doing all I can to educate the young people in my 
area to the importance of what all of you are doing for us.  
Again thank you and God bless and keep you.
-Bill H. in Pigeon Forge, TN

Please know that your service is of the utmost importance 
to us. We deeply appreciate your service. God be with you.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Dear Soldier,  Thank you so much for your service and 
your sacrifice.  This thanks also extends to your family as 
well.  As a veteran I also served during wartime.  I know 
the news doesn’t always paint a pretty picture but I know 
the stories that go on behind the lines.  You dedication and 
your courage is humbling and is noticed and appreciated.  
This week we buried a soldier here-so it’s with a proud and 
warm heart I give you a humble thanks for you and your 
family’s sacrifice.  I appreciate you so much!!!  God Bless 
You and keep you and your fellow soldier safe and soon 
back in the arms of your loved ones. 
-Tommy T. in Kannapolis, N.C. 

For all you do, God bless you and bring you safely home to 
your family.  We love and appreciate you for what you have 
given us - another day of freedom!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for your service to our country.  The sacrifices 
you make are innumerable and we greatly appreciate you.  
-Tammie S. in Fuquay-Varina, N.C. 

To each and everyone of you who are serving your country, 
may God bless you and your families and the country for 
who you so unselfishly serve.  True Americans are proud of 
you and thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your 
difficult but very important job.  Never doubt that your 
works is not appreciated more than words can say.  Thank 
you for helping to keep America the home of the free and 
brave!
-Anonymous in Hickory, N.C. 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to you as your serve this great 
nation so selflessly.
-Toby & Richard Sink in Clemmons, N.C. 

A special message from a TAR HEEL who has been in 
California many years. My husband was in the Navy, and we 
were stationed in Saudi Arabia. Always keep good thoughts 
as those back home, remember you. We know it is not easy 
to be far from home and family. Take special care of your-
self.   Shalom.
-Gayle G. in Pleasant Hill, CA

Thanks for your dedication and all you are doing for our 
country!
-Anonymous in N.C.



I appreciate you and your generous act of heroism, for 
each of us, that make up this great AMERICA. I also appreci-
ate your families, that wait patiently, for your safe return. 
May God Bless and keep you.
-Christy I. in Pawleys Island, SC

Thank you for serving our country.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Many thanks to Captain John Francis who just completed 
his second deployment in Iraq.  Much appreciation from a 
fellow veteran and a grateful nation for your part in keep-
ing the USA free!!!
-Ted B. in Raleigh, N.C.

Words cannot express the gratitude that every free indi-
vidual owes to a soldier.  I feel helpless right now trying to 
put into words how grateful I feel for your dedication and 
self-less sacrifice.  It really amazes me when I stop to think 
that I would not have the freedoms that I do if it were not 
for people willing to serve and give their lives to protect 
that freedom.  It truly astounds me!  So, please know how 
grateful I am every day for each of you.  You can rest as-
sured that I am positive that we, as a FREE country, do not 
honor our service members like we should or sing your 
praises enough!  I can only imagine where our country 
would be without you and I thank God for each and every 
one of you and I pray that He keeps you safe until your 
days serving our great nation are done!
-Teri C. in Burgaw, N.C.

Dear Soldiers/Airmen/Marines/Sailors: May God keep you 
safe from harm. May you return home safe and sound to 
your loved ones. I also hope your loved ones have the sup-
port and care they will need while you are in harm’s way.  
God Bless You.
-Teri F. in Willow Spring, N.C. 

Each day I think about the freedom I enjoy as a United 
States citizen and remember that others are deployed 
around the world defending my country and theirs. Thank 
you and come home safely.
-Gayle F. in Oak Island, N.C. 

I’m an old Air Force man and I thank all of you for your 
service to our country.
-Terry F. in Oak Island, N.C. 

Your service to our country is admirable.  There are no 
words grand enough to convey our appreciation for your 
dedication.
-Gail W. in Wilmington, N.C. 

Thank you for protecting our country. Thank you for risk-
ing your lives for us.
-Kolby, 3rd Grade, Chatham, N.C.

I would like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU 
for your continued service and dedication for our great 
country. May God protect you and give you strength as you 
serve. 
-Althea H. in Harmony, N.C.  

& pray that your deployment will be SAFE and successful. 
You have our gratitude and TOTAL support.
-Jeris H. in Supply, N.C. 

Being a Navy veteran, I really appreciate all you men and 
women are doing to preserve freedom for our country. I 
wish you all good luck and God speed.
-Thomas Edgerton, CAPT SC USNR-RET, in Wallace, N.C.

God bless each and every one of you for what you do for 
our country.  Everyone I respect feels the same way about 
what you do.
-Tommy & Julie Ann H. in Southport, N.C. 

Hi,May God bless you and keep you safe and bring you 
back to your family. Thank you for your willingness to serve 
wherever called. You are in our prayers.
-Tracey in N.C.

As we prepared for Memorial Day this year, I was especially 
touched when I thought of all the brave young men and 
women who have given the ultimate sacrifice for every 
freedom we have in this wonderful USA.  I am also deeply 
proud of each of you who serve your country every single 
day in such a gallant heroic way.  I know the thank yous 
come few and far between often times but please know 
from the bottom of my heart that I thank you and pray that 
God will keep you safe and bring you home safe to your 
loved ones.
-Teresa H. in Mt. Pleasant, SC



God Bless you! Thank you for all that you do! 
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you for all you do and the sacrifices you make so 
that we may feel safe in our homes and in our country and 
so that we can have all the freedoms we have.
-Tim H. in Newton, N.C. 

As a Marine Brat and once in the Air Force, I want you to 
know that I support each and every one of you in your 
service to our country. You are my heroes....and a great role 
model. Thank You.
-Nelson G. in Mount Joy, PA

Thank for your service. May God bless.  I spent 10 years in 
the navy.
-Anonymous in Ohio

I was in the Navy in late 60’s and early 70’s but was never 
in combat, so I don’t know first hand what you are going 
thru each day. You are in my prayers for protection while 
you are in danger and to bring you back home safely to 
your loved ones. What you do daily is very much appreci-
ate. Thanks for all you do to keep America free!!!!
-Anonymous in N.C.

Dear Soldier - Thank you so much for your contribution to 
our country.  You keep me and my entire family safe from 
so many terrors; ones that I cannot even imagine.  I can 
never thank you enough for your service.  But I can pray 
that God will bless you richly with countless blessings for 
doing his will.  You will never be forgotten for your service.  
You are in my thoughts and prayers.  
-Tammy Boehme in Kinston, N.C.

I just wanted to thank all of you for your sacrifices and the 
great job that you are doing. Keep up the good work and 
remember that you are in my thoughts and prayers. 
-Timothy L. Johnson, USMC Veteran, in Greensboro, N.C. 

My Granddaughter just joined. She left last Monday, Me-
morial Day. No WARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR! A grieving 
Mother who has lost her only child and now War is getting 
my Granddaughter. Bring them HOME!
-Theresa P. in Midfield, AL

Thanks for all you do.  You are not forgotten.’
-Anonymous in N.C.

As the mom of a national guard soldier, who has recently 
returned home from Iraq after a 10 month deployment, I 
would just like to say how much your service is appreci-
ated.  I know how difficult it is for you and also for your 
families and loved ones.  Please know that you are in my 
prayers for a safe return home.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Our family and friends here in N.C. are proud of you and 
your desire to serve our country. It has got be so very hard 
to be away from your loved ones back at home, but always 
know each and everyone of you are in our thoughts and 
prayers. May God bless and keep you safe from harm.
-Carol D. in Denver, N.C. 

Your dedication is greatly appreciated.  On this Memorial 
Day, we paused to take time to reflect on what you have 
sacrificed to allow us to live free. Thank you for all you do.  
You are in our prayers daily.
-Tony T. in Dunn, N.C. 

I have a special place in my heart for the 82nd Airborne, as 
my Dad was in the 82nd throughout WWII. I’ve been to All 
American Week many times, brought my wife & kids, and 
since I moved to N.C. from Pennsylvania, I make the trip 
to Ft. Bragg a few times a year. I am so proud of all of you. 
I swell up with pride when I pull onto the base & see you 
ladies & gents going about your business on base. I espe-
cially feel for you that are stationed overseas, as I know 
how it feels to be away from loved ones. Thank you for all 
that you do. The fact that I can use the internet anytime I 
want, I have the freedom to walk down the street, drive 
anywhere in the U.S., & just enjoy life is all because of the 
job you all do to keep us free. I’m 58 years old & I’d join 
you in a heartbeat. Hang in there & never lose your pride 
in the Airborne & the U.S.! 
-Thom S. in Hertford, N.C. 

To the Bravest of the Brave, a soldier of the United States 
Armed Forces.  A simple thank you just doesn’t seem like 
enough, so I will thank your proud parents who have 
raised such courageous men and women.  Men and women 
that continue to put their great country and countrymen 
first.  I know that my family, my friends and my country; 
the great United States of America; is safe from harms way 
because of each of you.  God Bless you and God Bless the 
USA!   
-Patricia D. in Havelock, N.C.     

This is great. We need to do all we can to lift the spirits of 
our troops and keep them in our prayers.
-Anonymous in N.C.



Thank you for all you do in your service to our country, 
keeping us safe and protecting our freedoms. My son is a 
soldier stationed in Germany. I loved seeing the pictures 
of Ft. Bragg in Our State magazine and bought him a copy. 
Take care.
-Trish P. in Cary, N.C. 

God Be With Each of You and my thoughts and prays are 
with you.
-Trudy in N.C.

We send our thanks and prayers for your safe return to 
your family and loved ones. Your bravery and courage will 
always be thought of. Being part of the military family also 
we will always support you.
-Dwight & Gale T. in Havelock, N.C. 

Thanks for all you do. I am a Marine grandma,but I still love 
our Fort Bragg boys. Keep safe.
-Eva N. in Burlington, N.C. 

Thanks for your protection for us and your sacrifice for our 
freedom. You will never be forgotten!
-Ulrich M. in Newport, N.C.

I just want to say thank you for what you are doing for 
our country. I go about my daily life and take it for granted 
while you are fighting in a dangerous war. I watch on the 
news every night about what is going on in this world and 
I sometimes don’t understand why we are fighting the 
fight. You are in harms way everyday, all day, and I hope 
that you stay safe and can come home to your loved ones. 
My family lost my nephew, who was in the Army, unex-
pectedly two years ago and we feel the pain every day. We 
thought it could never happen to us, but it did. Please keep 
safe and come home to your loved ones. Thank you for all 
you do.
-Sue W. in Roanoke Rapids, N.C.

We want to thank you for giving yourself for us. We are 
behind you 100%. We love our soldiers.
-Tony & Valorie H. in Robbins, N.C. 

Thank you all for your service to our United States of 
America. Be proud, stay safe and love the freedom of our 
country.
-Ann V. in King, N.C. 

A mere “THANK YOU” seems so inadequate. We want you 
and all others who are serving to know that you’re con-
stantly in our thoughts and prayers. My father was career 
Army, WWII and Viet Nam, then State Dept. in Africa for 
eight years. My heart goes out to you and your families. 
Come home safe, soon. 
-Vangie C. Rich in Highlands, N.C. 

I just wanted all our service men and women to know of 
how proud I am of  y’all. My prayers are with y’all everyday. 
God Bless you and your families. God Bless America.
-Anthony V. in Bailey, N.C. 

I want to say how proud I am of my boys Michael Kriven-
sky and Matt Krivensky for serving our country.  thank you 
boys, love you, Mom.
-Valerie F. in Apex, N.C. 

I just returned from a trip to Hawaii.  We spent much of the 
time at Pearl Harbor and the punchbowl.  I have been so 
touched by this.  Each and every man or woman who has 
served or is serving is owed a debt of thanks and gratitude 
from all Americans.  To those who’s lives were given, may 
God grant you rest and the peace you deserve. 
-Vickie G. in High Point, N.C

Dear Soldier, Thank you for all you do to keep Americans 
and others safe.  My father was a Korean war veteran and 
when I took him to Washington, DC to see the memorial I 
was so moved to realize that “freedom is not free.”  Thank 
you again for your service to the United States of Ameri-
ca.  Please know we are praying for you daily. God bless 
America and our soldiers.
-D. Hodge in N.C.

Thanks to the men and women who work so hard for us 
to have our freedom! Your dedication and commitment 
humbles us, we are proud of you and pray for your safety!
-Vicky & Gene O. in Pittsboro, N.C. 

Thank You.  Bet you hear that all of the time, but how bette 
to say it.  Thank you for all the nights you were awake 
while I slept peacefully in my bed.  Thank you for all those 
days you were hot, dirty (no way for a good hot shower) 
and slept on the ground but I was cool, had hot showers 
and great food.  The life of a soldier is most of the time a 
life of discomfort but you keep at it and for that I do really 
appreciate you and your family.  You are in my prayers and 
your family is also. Thank You. God bless you and keep you 
eternally safe.
-Anonymous in N.C.



What can one say to one who is giving so much.........
Thank you!  You are not forgotten, but indeed are thought 
about daily.  Please take care and know that you are ap-
preciated!
-Vickie K. in Statesville, N.C. 

God bless you for all you do for our freedom.
-V. Livingston in Hickory, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our country & the cause of 
freedom around the world. My prayer is that you will be 
both brave & safe in this dangerous & uncertain world.
-George W. in Waxhaw, N.C. 

Thank you for your service to our wonderful country! We 
pray God keep you all safe.  God bless you and your fami-
lies and friends! 
-Wanda B. in Hampstead, N.C.  

Thank you for the sacrifice that you give every day. It 
means a lot to me to be able to go to sleep at night and 
know someone is watching over our country; God and the 
service men and women serving our country.  My prayer 
is that God give your courage and peace and most of all 
safety.  
-Wanda L. in Fairview, N.C. 

A million thank yous to you for all that you do for our 
country.  Please know that you are appreciated, thought 
about, and prayed for.  Every single day.
-Anonymous in N.C.

I think of you every single day, and I pray for you and your 
families.  Your efforts are deeply appreciated, and your 
sacrifices are felt here at home.
-Wanda in Charlotte, N.C.

I’m 88 years old and have lived through many wars, hoping 
each one would be the last.  No one ever really “ wins”. 
Still, there will always be a need for servicemen (and 
women) and I commend  all of you for “stepping up “ at a 
time when your country needs you. God bless you.
-Marion D. in Asheville, N.C. 

Thanks so much for your service to our country to keep us 
safe and free.
-Dale in N.C.

Thank you for serving our country.  Your sacrifices are 
greatly appreciated.  May God bless you and keep you 
always safe.
-Wendy W. in Hillsborough, N.C. 

Dear Soldiers, thank you for providing my family with a 
safe place to lay our heads at night.  We thank you for what 
you have given up to protect us. May God keep you strong, 
keep you focused and bring you home safely. 
-Wendy Marion in Lexington, N.C. 

Thank you for all you have done for our country.  You will 
never know the appreciation that is felt towards you and 
all that you do.
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thanks for all you do for our country and freedom.  We are 
a retired military family and understand what you are go-
ing through and appreciate your sacrifices.  We know how 
hard it is to be away from family, for you and your loved 
ones.  We are grateful that you have chosen this as a career, 
and we wish you well.  
-Angela W. in Hubert, N.C. 

Thank you so much for you defending America. May Angels 
watch over you.
-Sheila L. in Wilson, N.C. 

To the men and women in our armed services, THANK 
YOU!! You defend our freedom in America, the greatest 
nation of the world.  Your courage and sacrifice are ap-
preciated.  You and your families are in our prayers. Again, 
THANK YOU.
-Sandy W. in Monroe, N.C. 
Thank you so much to the guys and gals that protect our 
country so we can live free.  For those of you that are out 
of the country I hope you have a safe journey and that you 
get to come home soon!!!!
-Wendy K. in East Flat Rock, N.C. 

Thank you for all you do. Your country greatly appreciates 
your sacrifice. May God protect you & help you in your 
mission
-Bill in Charlotte, N.C.

Thank You! =)
-Anonymous in N.C.

Thank you so much for your great sacrifice.  I appreciate 
you so much.  
-Priscilla Wood in Elkin, N.C.



Thank you to every person that has a part in fighting for 
our country. Thanks to the families that are left behind.  A 
big THANK YOU.
-Wanda P. in Selma, N.C. 

Dear Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine, Coastie - your coun-
try is in your debt. You have voluntarily left the relative 
comfort of civilian life to bear arms and be in harms way to 
serve where you are ordered. Remember the stalwart war-
riors who have been in your shoes years before. Our proud 
country owes everything to you. May God’s peace descend 
upon you and your waiting families stateside. Remember 
time passes and you will again be home emptying the gar-
bage and putting out the cat. 
-W. R. Schmits, MD CAPT MC USNR (ret) in Mt. Olive, N.C.

Dear Brave Friend,There are no words to let you know 
just how grateful I am for your service. Knowing that you 
are where you are because you have chosen to serve is 
overwhelming. My thoughts and prayers are with you, your 
fellow service members, and your family as you face each 
new day with the commitment to keep America free. May 
God bless you richly.
-Ellen Gould in Oxford, N.C. 

To all my brothers/sisters out there, and to their families 
that sacrifice too - Whoa! God Bless You and Thank You.
-Walter H. in Charlotte, N.C. 

Many thanks for what you do for the American people.  
May a guardian angel be on your shoulders each and every 
hour of the day. Appreciation to you and your families 
home waiting on your safe return.
-Polly W. in Roseboro, N.C. 

I sincerely thank all of our military serving in N.C. and 
around the world for their unselfish service to our country. 
They volunteer to serve and fight for all of us so we can 
enjoy the freedoms we should never take for granted. No 
greater love a man could have that he would lay down his 
life for his fellow countryman. We must never forget and 
we must honor our heroes at ever opportunity.
-David L. May Jr. (father of a three-time combat veteran that 
is stationed with his family at Ft. Bragg N.C.) in King, N.C. 

Landed on the beach of Normandy many years ago. Thank 
you, thank you for continuing to keep our country free and 
strong   
-Bim S. in Elkin, N.C. 

I commend you and admire you!
-Grisell L. in Chicago, IL

Words can not possibly express my family’s heartfelt 
thanks to all the soldiers serving overseas.  Not only do you 
put your life in danger daily but you are separated from 
your families for months at a time.  Please know that we do 
think about all that you are going through, we appreciate 
your sacrifice, and we are praying for you.  God Bless You! 
Matthew 5:16.
-Debbie J. in Hendersonville, N.C. 

Dear Serviceman or Servicewoman, I want to thank you 
personally for your service to our country and for the per-
sonal sacrifices I know this entails. Being separated from 
family, financial challenges, a thousand discomforts and 
inconveniences and ambivalence about whether anyone 
really cares are added to the actual danger of injury or 
even loss of life implicit in your service to each and every 
one of us. Unfortunately, there are those who don’t care or 
don’t take time to think about it, but we want you to know 
that there are many more of us who DO care, who think 
about you often, who offer up their prayers on your behalf 
and who do appreciate you more than you will ever know. 
Thank you for helping to keep us all safe and for helping 
battle the forces of hatred and intolerance.
-Bob Garner in Burlington, N.C.

Thank you for all that you do for your country!
-Franklyn Millman, M.D. Associate Professor Internal 
Medicine,Wake Forest University School of Medicine in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Hello from Edgecombe County! All the Veterans here in 
Edgecombe County wish you well and want you to know 
that we remember you every day as we work at our Mu-
seum. A lot of us here have special knowledge of what it 
means to serve and know that some times it is difficult. We 
all laugh about the good times and tell the stories of the 
years in the service. We don’t all fit in our uniform and we 
are not as sharp as we were, but we do think about you 
and are proud when we see you.
-The Edgecombe County Veterans Military Museum  www.
edgecombevet.com


